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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

CARISSA E. MUELLER, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

OeeEERoO08862

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 23 NUR 355

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Carissa E. Mueller, R.N.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.O. Box 8366
Madison,  WI   53708-8366

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI   53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the  final  disposition  of this  matter,  subject to the  approval  of the  Wisconsin  Board of Nursing

(Board).   The Board has reviewed this  Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I.           Respondent carissa E. Mueller, R.N.,  (Year of Birth  l992)  is licensed in the  state
ofwisconsinasaregisterednurse,havinglicensenumber255768-30,firstissuedonJuly21,2020,
and  current  through  February  29,  2024.     Respondent's  most  recent  address  on  file  with  the
Wisconsin  Department  of  Safety  and  Professional  Services  (Department)  is  in  Stevens  Point,
Wisconsin  54481.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding,  Respondent was  employed  as  a traveling
registered nurse at a hospital  located in Waukesha, Wisconsin (Hospital).

3.           The  Department  received a complaint  alleging that  Respondent  and three  friends
used cocaine that was laced with fentanyl. One of the friends died as a result.



4.           On June 5, 2023, in a written response to the Department, Respondent admitted that
on May 5, 2023, she was out at a bar with three friends celebrating a birthday.  One of the friends

purchased  a  substance  she  believed  to  be  cocaine.  Within  an  hour  of ingesting  the  substance,
Respondent  lost  consciousness.    After  Respondent  regained  consciousness,  she  called  911   for
assistance  as  she  could  not  wake  the  others.    All  four  individuals  were  transported  to  a  local
hospital where one friend passed away.

5.           Respondent  maintains  that  this  drug  use  was  an  isolated  incident.    Respondent
denies  being  under the  influence  of drugs  or alcohol  while performing her duties as  a registered
nurse.

6.           In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAvy

1.           The Board hasjurisdiction to act in this matterpursuantto wis.  Stat.  § 441.07 and
is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By the conduct described inthe Findings ofFact, Respondent violated oraided and
abettedaviolationofanylawsubstantiallyrelatedtothepracticeofnursing,withinthemeaning
of Wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(2).

3.           By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Respondent obtained, possessed,
or  attempted  to  obtain  or  possess  a  drug  without  lawful  authority,  within  the  meaning  of Wis.
Admin. Code  § N 7.03(8)(e).

4.           As  a  result  of the  above  conduct,  Respondent  is  subject to  discipline  pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 441.07(lg)(b), (c), and (d) and Wis. Admin. Code.  § N 7.03.

ORDER

I.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3.           Respondent's  license  to  practice  as  a  registered  nurse  in  the  state  of Wisconsin
(license  number  255768-30),  and  her  privilege  to  practice  pursuant  to  the  Nurse  Licensure
Compact (Compact), are LIMITED as follows:

a.           For a period of at least two (2) years from the date of this order:

1.                Respondent   shall   enroll   and   participate   in   a   drug   and   alcohol
monitoring   program    which    is    approved    by    the    Department
(Approved  Program).     Enrollment  shall  occur  within  thirty  (30)
calendar days from the date of this Order.



ii. At   the   time    Respondent   enrolls    in   the   Approved   Program,
Respondent  shall   review  all   of  the  rules  and  procedures  made
available  by  the  Approved  Program.    Failure  to  comply  with  all
requirements   for   participation   in   drug   and   alcohol   monitoring
established  by  the  Approved  Program  is  a  substantial  violation  of
this Order. The requirements shall include:

I.           Contact with the Approved program  as directed  on  a daily
basis, including vacations, weekends and holidays.

2.           Productionofaurine, blood, sweat, fingemail, hair, salivaor
other   specimen   at   a   collection   site   designated   by   the
Approved Program within five (5) hours of notification of a
test.

3.           The    Approved    Program    shall    require    the    testing    of
specimens  at  a  frequency  of not  less  than  forty-nine  (49)
times per year (one of which may be a hair test at the Board's
discretion),    for   at    least   the    first   year   of   this    Order.
Thereafter, the Board may adjust the frequency of testing on
its own initiative at any time.

Respondent shall abstain from all personal  use of alcohol.

Respondent   shall   abstain   from   all   personal   use   of  controlled
substances   as   defined   in   Wis.   Stat.    § 961.01(4),   except   when

prescribed,   dispensed,   or   administered   by   a   practitioner   for   a
legitimate     medical     condition.          Respondent     shall     disclose
Respondent's drug and alcohol history and the existence and natiire
ofthisOrdertothepractitionerpriortothepractitionerorderingthe
controlled  substance.    Respondent  shall  at  the  time  the  controlled
substance is ordered immediately sign a release  in compliance with
state   and   federal   laws   authorizing   the   practitioner   to   discuss
Respondent's   treatment   with,   and   provide   copies   of  treatment
records to, the  Board or its designee.  Copies of these releases  shall
immediately  be  filed  with  the  Department  Monitor.    Respondent
shall  disclose  the  name  and  address  of  such  practitioner  to  the
Department Monitor within  five  (5)  business  days  of receipt of a
prescription for controlled substances.

Respondent shall  report to the Department Monitor all prescription
medications  and  drugs  taken  by  Respondent.     Reports  must  be
received     within     twenty-four     (24)     hours     of    ingestion     or
administration  of the  medication  or  drug,  and  shall  identify  the

person   or  persons   who   prescribed,   dispensed,   administered,   or
ordered  said medications or drugs.      Each time the prescription  is
filled  or  refi[[ed,  Respondent  shall  immediately  arrange  for  the



vii.

VIll.

Order.

prescriber or pharmacy to fax and mail copies of all prescriptions to
the Department Monitor.

Respondent  shall  provide  the  Department  Monitor  with  a  list  of
over-the-counter medications and dmgs that she may take from time
to time.   Respondent shall abstain  from all  use of over-the-counter
medications,products,orothersubstances(includingbutnotlimited
to   natural   substances,   such   as   poppy   seeds   or   any   products
containing  alcohol)  which  may  mask  consumption  of controlled
substances  or  alcohol,  create  false  positive  screening  results,  or
otherwise   interfere  with   Respondent's  test  results,  treatment,   or
rehabilitation,   unless   ordered   by   a   physician   and   approved   by
Treater,  in  which  case  the  drug  must  be  reported  as  described  in

paragraph 3(a)v. It is Respondent's responsibility to educate herself
about   the   medications   and   substances   which   may   violate   this

paragraph, and to avoid those medications and substances.

All   positive   test   results   are   presumed   valid   and   may   result   in
automatic  suspension  of  licensure  by  the  Board  or  the  Board's
designee.     Respondent  must  prove  by  a  preponderance  of  the
evidence an error in collection, testing, fault in the chain of custody
or other valid defense.

If any urine, blood, sweat, fingernail, hair, saliva or other specimen
is  positive  or  suspected  positive  for  any  controlled  substances  or
alcohol,  Respondent  shall  promptly  submit  to  additional  tests  or
examinations  as  the  Board,  or  its  designee  shall  determine  to  be
appropriate to  clarify  or confirm the positive or suspected positive
test results.

Respondentshallpracticeonlyinaworksettingpre-approvedbythe
Board or its designee.

Respondent shall provide his or her nursing employer with a copy
of this Order and any subsequent order modifying this Order before
engaging in any nursing employment.  Respondent shall provide the
Department   Monitor   with   written   acknowledgment   from   each
nursing employer that a copy of this Order and any subsequent order
modifying  this  Order  has  been  received.    Such  acknowledgment
shall  be  provided  to  the  Department  Monitor within  fourteen  (14)
daysofbeginningnewemploymentand/orwithinfourteen(14)days
of the date of this  Order and any  subsequent order modifying this
Order for employment current as of the date of this Order.

4.            Pursuant to wis.  Stat.  §  441.5l(5)(b), Respondent's multistate  licensure privilege
to  practice  in  all  Compact  states  besides  Wisconsin  is  d-eactivated  during  the  pendency  of this
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5.           A violation of this order includes apositive drug oralcohol screen.

6.           Afterthe first year from the date of this order, Respondent may petition the Board
on an annual basis for a modification of the terms of this Order.   After two (2) consecutive years
of successful compliance, the Respondent may petition the Board for return of full licensure.    The
Board may grant or deny any petition, in its discretion, or may modify this Order as it sees fit.

7.           Within  l20 days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS of this
matter in the amount of $347.00.  If costs are not paid  120 days from the date of this Order, interest
shall accrue at the statutory rate of 12% per annum, pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 440.22(2).

8.            Any requests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional  Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov.

9.           In  the  event  Respondent  violates  any  term  of this  Order,  Respondent's  license
(number  255768-30),  or  Respondent's  right  to  renew  her  license,  may,  in  the  discretion  of the
Board  or  its  designee,  be  SUSPENDED,  without  further  notice  or  hearing.  The  Board  or  its
designee may terminate the suspension if provided with sufficient information that Respondent is
in  compliance  with  the  Order  and  that  it  is  appropriate  for  the  suspension  to  be  terminated.
Whether to terminate the suspension shall be wholly in the discretion of the Board or its designee.
TheBoardmay,inadditionand/orinthealternativereferanyviolationofthisOrdertotheDivision
of Legal  Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.

Order.
10.         This order is effective beginning ten (10) calendardays from the date of this

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

By:



STATE 0F WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER 0F DISCIPI.INARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

CARISSA E. MUELLER, R.N.,
REsroNDENT.

STIPULATION

0F`?BP`G308862

Division of Legal Serviees and Compljalice Case No, 23 NUR 355

RespondentCadssaE.Muellcr,R.N.,andtheDivisionOfLegalServicesandCompliance,
Deparment of Safety and Professional Services, stipulate as follows:

I.          This stipulationisenteredintoas aresultofapending investigation bytheDivi8ion
ofLegalService8andCompliance.Respondentcoll8entstothcresolution.fthiginvestigationby
Stipula,ion.

2.          Respondent undentands that by signing this stipulation, Respondent vchntorily
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the right to a hearing on the allegations again8{ Respondent at which time the state has the
burden of proving those allegations by a pependelunce of the evidence;

•     the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against Respondent;
•    the right  to  call  withesse8  on  Respondent'B  behalf and  to  compel  their  attendance  by

subpoena;
•     the right to testify on Respondent'8 own behalf;
•therighitofileobjcotion§t.anyproposoddcoi§ionandtopresentbl.ief§oi.oralargumonts

to the officlals who are to render the fiml deoi§ion;
•    the right to pctition for rehearing; and
•   #]£:£::janp%[;%bti!teu#sthagow¥otnosE¥toot:f:s:t£:d#isth£,¥::t#d%:tg,Fa:invset!8;.:Oe?'££

other provisions of state or federal law.

3.           Respoiident  is  aware  of Respondent's  rigri"o §eck  legal  representation  and has
beonprovidedanoppoltunitytoobtdinlegal¢ounselbefore§igringthiBStipulat.oti.Respondent
is represented by Attorney Michael Hart.

4.          Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Dcoision and order by the
Wi8con§in Board of Nursing (Board).   TI]e patios to the Stipulation consent lo the entry ot` the
attached Final llecision and Order without further notice, pleading, appaonlico or corrsent of the
parties.  Respondent waives all rights [o any appeal oftho Board's order, if adopted in the fom as
attached.

5.           If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not
be hound by the contents Of this Stipulation, and the matter 8hall then be returned to the Division
ofLegalScrvice8andCbmplianceforfurtherproceediiigs.intheeventthattheStipulationisirot



acceptcdbytheBoard,thepartie§agreenottocontendthattheBoardliasbeenprcjudicedorbiased
inanylnannerbythecon§iderationofthisattemptedresolution.

6.           The parties lo this sljpulation agrcc lhat the attorney or olhcragent for thel)ivision
ofLegalServicesandComplianceandanymemberoftheBoardeverassignedasanadvisorin
thisinvestigationmayappeartteforetheBoardinopenorclosedsession,withoutthepresenceof
RespondentorRespondent'sattomey,forpulposesofspeakinginsupporiofthisagreementand
answeringquestionsthatanymemberoftheBoardmayhaveinconnectionwithdeliberationson
theStipulation.AdditionaH*anysuchadvisormayvoteonwhethertheBoard§houldacceptthis
Stipulation and issue the attached Final  Decision and Order.

7.           Respondent  is  informed  that  should  the  Board  adopt  this  Stipulation,  the  Board's
Final  Decision  aiid  OI.der  is  a public  record  and  will  bc published  in  accordance  with  standard
Department procedure.

8.           Respondent  is  further informed  that  should  the  Board  adopt this  stipulatio"hc
Board's  Final  Decision   and  Order  will  be  reported  as  required  by   the  National  l'ractitioncr
Databank  (NPDB)  Guidebook  and  as  otherwise I.equil.ed  by  any  liceiisure  compact or any other
§tatc or federal  law,

9,            The    Division     of   Legal    Services    aiid    Compliance    joiiis     Respoiident    ill
recommendingtheBoardadoptthi§Stjpulationandis.§ucthcattachedFinalDecisionandOI.dcr.

Divislon of Legal Services and  Compliance
P.O. Box 71 90
Madjson, WI 53707-7190

lore/2023


