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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER 0F DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STELLA F.  FIELDS, L.P.N.
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER0008747

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance Case No. 21  NUR 725

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis. Stat.  § 227.53  are:

Stella F.  Fields,  L.P.N.
Cadott, WI 54727

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.O.  Box  8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties  in this matter agree to the terms and conditions  of the attached  Stipulation  as
the final  disposition of this matter,  subject to the approval  of the  Board of Nursing (Board).   The
Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.            Stella F.  Fields,  L.P.N.  (Respondent),  (Year of Birth  l976)  is  licensed in the state
of Wisconsin as a licensed practical nurse, having license number 310277-31, first issued on July
16, 2008 and expired on April 30, 2023 and has not been renewed. Respondent retains the right to

apply for renewal pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 440.08(3) until April 30, 2028.  This license is suspended
as of April  12, 2023.  Respondent's most recent address on file with the Wisconsin Department of
Safety and Professional  Services (Department) is in Cadott, Wisconsin 54727.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent worked as a licensed practical
nurse at a nursing home located in Augusta, Wisconsin (Facility).



Prior Board Action

3.            On July 2l, 2011, the Board  issued a Final  Decision and order (Order #0000979)
which   reprimanded   Respondent   and   limited   her   license.   The   Order,   in  part,   required   that
Respondent    complete    four    hours    of   education    in    safe    medication    administration    and
documentation, and required Respondent' s supervisor to provide written reports on Respondent's
work performance to the Department Monitor on a quarterly basis.

4.            On April  I 2, 2023, the Board suspended Respondent's license for non-compliance
with order #0000979.

Current Case

5.            On  November  12,  2021,  at  11:00  p.in.  Respondent  assisted  an  83-year-old  male

patient (Patient A) with a nebulizer treatment. Respondent left Patient A to administer medications
to other patients, and did not return to remove the nebulizer mask from Patient A.  CNAs informed
Respondent  at  I :00  a.in.,  3:30  a.in.,  and  again  at  5:15  a.in.  that the  nebulizer mask  was  still  on
Patient A.    At approximately  5:15  a.m„  six  hours  after the  nebulizer mask  had  been  placed  on
Patient A, Respondent directed a CNA to remove the nebulizer mask.   When the CNA removed
the nebulizer mask,  Patient A  started gurgling and shaking.   The  CNA notified Respondent,  and
Respondent  took  Patient  A's  vital  signs  and  oxygen  levels,  which  were  within  normal  limits.
Respondent  stated  that  it  was  normal  for  Patient A  to  have  episodes  like this  and  instructed the
incoming moming nursing staff to continue to monitor Patient A.

6.           Respondent  did  not  notify  any  nursing  staff that  patient A's  nebulizer  mask had
been left on for a prolonged period of time.

7.            On   November    13,   202],   at   6:45   a.m„   Patient   A   appeared   clammy,   pale,
nonresponsive, and his breathing was erratic.  Another LPN administered nebulizer treatment, but
Patient  A  did  not  show  any  improvement.    Patient  A  was  transported  to  the  hospital  ER  via
ambulance.

8.            On November  l4, 2021, Patient A expired.

9.            In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.            The Board hasjurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis.  Stat.  § 441.07 and
is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By  the  conduct  described  in  the  Findings  of Fact,  Respondent  failed  to  perform
nursing with reasonable skill and safety within the meaning of wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(6)(a).

3.           By  the  conduct  described  in  the  Findings  of Fact,  Respondent  departed  from  or
failed  to   conform  to  the  minimal   standards   of  acceptable  nursing  practice  that  may  create



unnecessary risk or danger to a patient's life, health, or safety within the meaning of Wis. Admin.
Code  § N 7.03(6)(c).

4.           By  the  conduct  described  in  the  Findings  of Fact,  Respondent  failed  to  provide
medically necessary items or services within the meaning of wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(6)(L).

5.            By the conduct described  in the Findings ofFact, Respondent failed to observe the
conditions,  signs  and  symptoms  of a  patient,  record  them,  or  report  significant  changes  to  the

appropriate person within the meaning of Wis. Admin.  Code § N 7.03(6)(p).

6.           As  a  result of the  above  conduct,  Respondent  is  subject to  discipline  pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 441.07(1g)(b),  and  (d),  and  Wis. Admin.  Code  § N  7.03.

ORDER

I.            The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3.            Respondent's   license  to  practice  as  a  licensed  practical  nurse  (license  number
310277-31),  and  privilege  to  practice  in  Wisconsin  pursuant  to  the  Nurse  Licensure  Compact

(Compact), are LIMITED as follows:

a.    Within  ninety  (90)  days  of the  date  of this  Order,  Respondent  shall  at  her  own
expense, successfully complete three (3) hours of education on the topic of the use
of a nebulizer for medication administration, offered by a provider pre-approved by
the Board's monitoring liaison,  including taking and passing any exam offered for
the courses.

b.    Respondent  shall  submit  proof of successful  completion  of the  education  in  the
form of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below.  None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be  instituted by the Board or Department,  and  also may not be
used in future attempts to upgrade a credential  in Wisconsin.

c.    The  Board's  monitoring  liaison  may  change  the  number  of credit  hours  and/or
education topics in response to a request from Respondent. The monitoring liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when determining  if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

d.    This  limitation  shall  be  removed  frc)in  Respondent's  license  after  satisfying  the
Board  or  its  designee that Respondent has  successfully completed all  the  ordered
education.

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS
of this matter in the amount of S I ,886.00.



5.           Any requests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal  Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional  Services
P.O.  Box 7]90,  Madison,  WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112;  Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov.

6.            In  the  event  Respondent  violates  any  term  of this  Order,  Respondent's  license

(number  310277-31),  or  Respondent's  right  to  renew  her  license,  may,  in  the  discretion  of the
Board  or its  designee,  be  SUSPENDED,  without further notice or hearing,  until  Respondent has
complied with the terms of the Order.  The  Board  may,  in  addition  and/or in the alternative refer
any  violation   of  this   Order  to  the  Division  of  Legal   Services  and   Compliance  for  further
investigation and action.

7.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

By:
A Member of the Board of Nursing

9/14/2023



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

lN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STELLA F. FIELDS, L.P.N.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

0RDER0008747

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance Case No. 21  NUR 725

Stella F. Fields,  L.P.N. (Respondent) and the Division of Legal  Services and Compliance,
Department of Safety and Professional  Services stipulate as follows:

I.            This stipulation is entered into as a result ofapending investigation by the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance.   Respondent consents to the resolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2.            Respondent  understands  that  by  signing  this  stipulation,  Respondent  voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the state has the
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•     the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against Respondent;
•     the  right  to  call  witnesses  on  Respondent's  behalf  and  to  compel  their  attendance  by

subpoena;
•     the rightto testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments

to the officials who are to render the final decision;
•     the right to petition forrehearing; and
•     all other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the united states constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the  Wisconsin  Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative  Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.            Respondent  is  aware  of Respondent's  right to  seek  legal  representation  and  has
been provided an opportunity to obtain legal counsel before signing this Stipulation.

4.           Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by the
Wisconsin  Board  of Nursing (Board).   The  parties  to  the  Stipulation  consent to  the  entry  of the
attached  Final  Decision and Order without further notice, pleading, appearance or consent of the

parties.   Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of the Board's order,  if adopted in the form as
attached.

5.            If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not
be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matter shall then be returned to the Division
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8.            Respondent  is  further  informed  that  should  the  Board  adopt  this  Stipulation,  the
Board's  Final   Decision  and  Order  will  be  reported  as  required  by  the  National  Practitioner
Databank  (NPDB)  Guidebook  and  as otherwise required by  any  licensure compact or any other
state t)r  l`ederal law.

9.            The    Division    of    Legal    Services    and    Compliance    joins    Respondent    in
rc`commL`ndingthcBoardadoptthisStipulationandissuetheattachedFinalDecisionandOrder.

3t-€riaf.  I.ields.  L.P.N., Rcspondcnt
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