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STATE OF VISCONSIN
BEFORE TIH BOARD OF NURSING

IN TIE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

RENEE S. GARDNER, R.N.,
REsporoENT.

F®INmffiEffic6Sd353E8o3RIJER

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 22 NUR 596

The parties to this action for the purpose of wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:

Renee S. Gardner, RN.
Appleton, WI 54911

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final disposition of this matter, subject to the approval of the Board of Nursing a3oard).  The
Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.          Renee s. Gardner, R.N. aiespondent), Orear of Birth 1959) is licensed in the state
of wisconsin as a registered nurse, having license number 156325-30, first issued on September
13, 2006, and current through February 28, 2022.1  Reapondent's most recent address on ffle with
the Wisconsin Department  of Safety  and Professional  Services  a)epartment)  is  in Appleton,
wisconsin 5491 1 .

2.         At all times  relevant to this proceeding,  Respondent worked  as  a private  duty
registered nurse within Wisconsin.

1 Respondent's license remains active per Wis. Stat. § 440.08(5).



Prior Board Action

3.          On November 9, 2017, the Board issued a Final Decision and order for Remedial
Education (Order # 0005501) that required Respondent to successfully complete education in the
areas of managing difficult patients, crisis prevention, and de-escalation techniques.

Curent Case

4.          The Department received a complaint from the wisconsin Department of Health
Services Office of Inspector General alleging that Respondent had altered the physician signature
dates on three care plans in order to obtain prior authorizations with earlier effective dates.

5.          On a patient care plan, signed by Respondent on June 21, 2020, Respondent crossed
out the date electronically appended to the physician's signature and wrote "June 21, 2020" in the
`Date Signed -Attending Physician" box a31ock 31) with ink and writing that matched that of

Respondent's signature and date.

6.          On a patient care plan,  signed by Reapondent on August  19, 2020, Reapondent
crossed out the date electronically appended to the physician's signature and wrote "August 19,
2020"  in the  €Date  Signed -Attending Physician"  box  a3lock 31)  with  ink and writing that
matched that of Respondent's signature and date.

7.          On  a patient  care  plan,  signed  by  Respondent  on  October  15,  2020,  the  date
electronically appended to the physician's signature was  October 27,  2020. Reapondent wrote
"October  15, 2020" in the `Date  Signed -Attending Physician" box @1ock 31) with ink and

writing that matched that of Respondent's signature and date.

8.          A Department Attorney contacted the physician who electronically signed the care
plans. The physician stated that she signed all three patient care plans on October 27, 2020, and
that she did not and would never authorize anyone to alter or change the date of her signature.

9.          On september 6,14, and 22, 2022, a Department intalce staff member, on behalf of
the Board,  sent requests to Respondent for a response to the allegations  in the complaint.   On
October 6, 2022, Respondent admitted to not responding to the prior emails and stated that she
was not the person responsible for sending care plans from May 2020 through October 2020, was
not the Prior Authorization Liaison, and was working a different case at that time.

10.        On   December   15,   2022,   a   Department   Attorney   emailed   Reapondent   at
Respondent's email address on file with the Department to request that Respondent address the
allegations  in the  complaint that Respondent altered dates  on the  care plans.  The Department
Attorney included redacted copies of the care plans in question.  Reapondent replied the same day
via email that she had not received the attached care plans.  On December 16, 2022, the Deparfuent
Attorney re-sent the care plans to Reapondent.  Reapondent did not respond.

11.        On March 1, 2023, a Department Attorney emailed Respondent to inform her that
ifshedidnotprovidearesponsebyMarch8,2023,thenthecasewouldproceedwiththeavailable
information.  Respondent did not respond.
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12.       In resolution  of this matter, Respondent consents to  the  entry  of the following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.          The Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis. Stat. § 441.07 and
is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).

2.          By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Respondent failed to respond, to
the satisfaction of the department or credentialing board, within 30  days to a request from the
department, within the meaning of wis. Stat. § 440.20(5)(a).

3.          By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent failed to cooperate
in a timely manner with the board's investigation of a complaint filed against a license holder,
within the meaning of wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(1)(c).

4.          By  the  conduct  described  in  the  Findings  of  Fact,  Respondent  falsified  or
inappropriately altered reports, patient documentation, agency records, or other health documents,
within the meaning of wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(5)(a).

5.          By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent intentionally made
incorrect entries in a patient's medical records or other related documents, within the meaning of
Wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(5)@).

6.          By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Respondent engaged in fraudulent
billing practices, within the meaning of wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(5)(c).

7.          As a result of the above conduct, Respondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis. Stat. § 441.07(1g)a), and (d), and Wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03.

ORDER

1.          The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.          Respondent's  license to practice as  a registered nurse in the  state of Wisconsin
qucense number 156325-30) and her right to renew such license are SUSPENDED for 14 days
from the date of this Order, or until satisfaction of paragraph 3(e) of this Order, whichever is later.

3.          Respondent's license to practice as a registered nurse aiceuse nulnber 156325-30),
her right to renew such license, are LIMITED as follows:

a.   Within ninety  (90)  days  of the date of this  Order, Respondent shall at her own
expense,successfullycompletetheWiscousinNursePracticeActe-1eamingcourse
offeredbytheNCSBN.2

b.   Respondent shall tal{e and pass any exan offered for this course.

2 Avail able at: https ://catalog. icrsncsbn. org/brows e/public/continuing-ed/np a/cours es/wi.
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c.   Respondent shall submit proof of successful  completion of the  education in the
form of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below.  None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be instituted by the Board or Department, and also may not be
used in future attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

d.   The Board's monitoring  liaison may  change the number of credit hours  and/or
education topics in response to a request from Respondent. The monitoring liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when detemining if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

e.    This  linitation shall be removed from Respondent's  license  after satisfying the
Board or its designee that Respondent has successfully completed all the ordered
education.

4.         Within six (6) months from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS
of this matter in the amount of $564.00.

5..          Any requests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

D ep artment Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI  5`3707L7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: https ://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov.

6.          In the  event Respondent violates  any  term  of this  Order,  Respondent's  license
(number  156325-30),  or Respondent's right to renew her license, may,  in the discretion of the
Board or its designee, be SUSPENDED, without further notice or hearing, until Respondent has
complied with the terms of the Order. The Board may, in addition and/or in the altemative refer
any  violation  of this  Order  to  the  Division  of Legal  Services  and  Compliance  for  further
investigation and action.

7.          This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

By:
A Member of the Board of Nursing
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

RENEE S. GARDNER, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

©RE®ERE©CC8683

Divisioii of Legal Sel.vices and Compliance Case No. 22 NUR 596

Renee S. Gai'dnei., R.N. (Respoiident) and tlie Division of Legal Set.vices and Compliaiice,
Department of Safety and Pi.ofessional Sei`vices stipulate as follows:

1.          This stipulationisenteredinto as aresultofapendinginvestigationby theDivision
of Legal Set.vices and Compliallce.  Respondent consents to the 1.esolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2.          Respondent undei.stands that by  signing this  stipulation, Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the 1.ight to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at wliich time tile state has the
burden of pi`oviiig those allegations by a pi.epondei.ance of the evidence;

•     the righ.t to confi.ont and ci.oss-exainine the witnesses against Respondent;
•     the  1.ighi to  call  witnesses  on  Respoiident's  behalf and  to  compel  their.  attendance  by

subpoena;
•     the right to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the right to file objections to any pi.oposed decision and to pi.esent bi.iefs or oi.al ai.guneiits

to the officials who ai.e to render. the fmal decision;
•     the right to petition foi' 1.ehearing; and
•     all other. applicable I.ights afforded to Respondent uiider the united states constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Admi!iistrative Code, aiid
other pi.ovisions of state oi. fedei..al law.
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3.          Respondent is awai.e  of Respondeiit's right to  seek legal I.epi.esentation aiid has
beenpi.ovidedanoppoi.tuliitytoobtainlegalcounselbefoI.esigningthisStipulation.

4.          Respondelit agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and ordei. by the
Wisconsin Board of Nut.sing (Boat.d).   The pal.ties to the Stipulation consent to the entry of the
attached Final Decision and Oi.der without fui.thel. notice, pleading, appearance or consent of the
patties.RespondentwaivesallrightstoanyappealoftheBoai.d'soi.der,ifadoptedinthefoi.mas
attached.

5.          If the terms of this stipulation at.e notacceptable to the Board, the parties shall not
t>e bound by the contents of this Stipulatioii, and the matter shall then be I.etumed to the Division



of Legal Sei.vices and Coinpliaiice for. fur.tlier proceedings.  Ill the eveiit that the Stipulation is not
acceptedbytheBoai.d,thepartiesagi.eellottoconteiidthattheBoai`dhasbeenpi.ejudicedoi.biased
in any mamer by the considei.atioii of this attempted I.esolution`

6.          The pal.ties to this stipulation agree that tile attoi.ney or other agent for. the Division
of Legal Sei`vices and Compliance and any member of the Boat.d ever assigiied as an advisoi. in
tliisinvestigationmayappeai.beforetlieBoai.dinopeiioi.closedsession,withoutthepi.eseiiceof
Respoirdent, for put.poses of speaking in suppol.I of tliis agi.Cement and answei.iiig questions that
any  member  of  the  Boar.d  may  have  in   comiection  with  delibei.ations  on  the  Stipulation.
Additionally, any such advisor may vote on whetlier the Boar.d should accept this Stipulation and
issue the attached Final Decisioii and Ordei`.

7.          Respondent is iiiformed that slrould the Boat.d adopt tliis stipulation, the Boat.d's
Final Decision and Oi.dei. is a public I.ecoi.d and will be published in accordance with standard
Department pi.ocedure.

8.          Respondeiit is fui.tlier informed that sliould the Boat.d  adopt this stipulation,  the
Boar.d's  Final  Decision  and  Oi.dei.  will  be  1.epoi.ted  as  1.equii.ed  by  the  National  Pi.actitioner
Databank QJPDB) Guidebook and as otlierwise 1.equired by any licensure compact or any other
state or fedel.al law,

9.          The    Division    of   Legal    Services    and    Compliaiice   joiiis    Respondent    ill
1.ecommeiiding the Boat.d adopt this Stipulation alid issue the attached Filial Decision and Oi.dei..

f±--fa-
Appleton, WI 54911
License No.156325-30
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