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STATE OF VISCONSIN
BEFORE TIH BOARD OF NURSING

IN Tlm MATTER oF DlsclpLINAR¥
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

LINDA S. BEABER, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINffRD®Hitl©Thev£RER

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 21 T`UR 700

The parties to this action for the puipose of wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:

Linda S. Beaber, R.N.
Kenosha, WI 53143

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI  53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI  5370717190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final disposition of this matter,  subject to the approval of the Wisconsin Board of Nursing
a3oard). The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.           Respondent Linda s. Beal>er, RN., (Year of Birth 1964) is licensed in the state of
Wisconsinas`aregisterednursewithmulti-statepracticeprivilegespursuanttotheNurseLiceusure
Compact (Compact),  having license number  103188-30,  first issued on  October 27,1989,  and
cunent through February 29, 2024. Respondent's most recent address on ffle with the Deparinent
of Safety and Professional Services @epartment) is in Kenosha, Wisconsin 53143.

2.          At all times relevantto this proceeding, Respondent was employed as a registered
nurse at a nursing home in Racine, Wisconsin Q7acility).

3.          On october 24, 2021, a Facility CNA reported that Respondent was "not acting
right."ShewaswanderingaroundtheparkinglotoftheFacilityandrummagingthrou8htheback



seat of her car in an erratic manner. The Facility's Director of Nursing accompanied Reapondent
to the Facility lobby where staff witnessed Respondent dozing off, after which she was taken to
the hospital for evaluation.

4.          Following   her   departure,   the   Director   of  Nursing   completed   a   narcotics
reconciliation of Respondent' s medication cart and discovered the following:

a)          On   October   16,   2021,   Resident   A's   hydrocodone   prescription   was
discontinued.   However,   Respondent   signed   out   two   (2)   tablets   of
hydrocodone for Resident A on both October 18 and 23, 2021, which were
unaccounted for.

b)          On    October    19,    2021,    Resident   B's    diazepam   prescription   was
discontinued. However, Reapondent signed out three (3) diazepam tablets
on October 23, 2021, which were unaccounted for.

c)          On    October    19,    2021,    Resident    C's    diazepam   prescription   was
discontinued. However, Respondent signed out one (1) diazepam tablet on
October 23, 2021, which was unaccounted for.

5.          On october 29, 2021, the Facility terminated Reapondent's employment after she
refused to speak with Facility management or submit to a urine drug screen.

6.          On February 22, 2022, Respondent was released from an inpatient behavioral health
treatment  facility  with  the  following  diagnoses:  (1)  opioid use  disorder-severe;  (2)  sedative,
hypnotic, or anxiolytic use disorder-severe; (3) anphetamine-type substance use disorder-severe;
(4) bipolar I disorder; and, (5) post-traumatic stress disorder. Her treatment team recommended
that Respondent attend Narcotics Anonymous and participate in a partial hospitalization program.

7.          In March 2022, Respondent completed the partial hospitalization program and in
April 2022, she completed an intensive ouq)atient program. Respondent maintains she has been
sober since January 2022.

8.          On   April   11,   2023,   Reapondent  voluntarily   entered   into   the   Department's
Professional Assistance Procedure a?AP) program for professionals with substance al)use issues.

9.          In resolution  of this  matter,  Reapondent consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.          The Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis. Stat. § 441.07 and
is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).

2.          By  the  conduct  described  in  the  Findings  of Fact,  Respondent was  unable  to
practice safely by reason of alcohol or other substance use within the meaning of Wis. Admin.
Code § N 7.03(6)(I).
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3.          By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent dispensed any.drug
otherthaninthecourseoflegitimatepracticeorasotherwiseprohibitedbylaw,withinthemeaning
of wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(8)(b).

4.          As a result of the above conduct, Respondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis. Stat. § 441.07(1g)(b), (c), and (d), and Wis. Admin. Code. § N 7.03.

ORDER

1.          The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.         Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3.          Respondent's license to practice as a registered nurse (licerise number 1 03188-30),
and privilege to practice in Wisconsin pursuant to the Compact, are LINITED as follows:

Education

a.   Within ninety (90)  days  of the date of this  Order, Respondent shall at her own
expense,  successfully  complete  three  (3)  hours  of  education  on  the  topic  of
dispensingand/oradministrationofcontrolledsubstancesofferedbyaproviderpre-
approvedbytheBoard'smonitoringliaison,includingtakingandpassinganyexain
offered for the courses.

b.   Respondent shall submit proof of successful completion of the education in the
form of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below.  None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be instituted by the Board or Department, and also may not be
used in future attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

c.   The Board's monitoring liaison may  change the number of credit hours  and/or
education topics in response to a request from Respondent. The monitoring liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when determining if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

d.   This  limitation  shall be removed from Respondent's  license  after satisfying the
Board or its designee that Respondent has successfully completed all the ordered
education.

Compliance with PAP Pro gram

e.   Respondent shall comply with the terms of her PAP contract, dated April 11, 2023.

f.    Any violation of the terms of herpAP contract, dated April 11, 2023, is a violation
of this Order.
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9.   Respondent may petition the Board for removal of this limitation upon successful
competition of all terms of her PAP contract.

h.   In the  event  Respondent  is  unsuccessfully  discharged  from the PAP  program,
Respondent's  license  may,  in the  discretion  of the  Board  or  its  designee,  be
immediatelysuspended.Inadditionto,orinsteadof,thesuspension,theBoardmay
impose additional limitations or restrictions on Respondent's license to address any
concerns   regarding  the   conduct  referenced   in  the  Findings   of' Fact   and/or
Respondent's unsuccessful discharge from the PAP program.

4.          Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS
of this matter in the amount of $934.00.

5.         dry requests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

DeparinentMonitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of S afety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI  53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: haps ://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov.

6.          Pursuant to wis. Stat.  § 441.51(5)a), Respondent's multistate licensure privilege
to practice in all  Compact states besides Wisconsin is  deactivated during the pendency of this
Order.

7.          In the  event Respondent violates  any term  of this  Order,  Respondent's  license
(number  103188-30), or Respondent's right to renew her license, may, in the discretion of the
Board or its designee, be SUSPENDED, without further notice or hearing, until Respondent has
complied with the terms of the Order. The Board may, in addition and/or in the altemative, refer
any  violation  of this  Order  to  the  Division  of Legal  Services  and  Compliance  for  further
investigation and action.

8.          This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

By:
A Member of the Board of Nursing
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PRO CEEDIN.GS AGAINS T

LINDA S. BEABER, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

®RBERE©008639

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 21 NUR 700

Respondent Linda S. Beaber, R.N., and the Division of Legal Services and Compliance,
Department of Safety and Professional Services, stipulate as follows :

1.          This stipulation is entered into as a result of a pending investigation by the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance. Respondent consents to the resolution of this investigation by  `
Stipulation.

2.          Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation, Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following rigbts:

•    the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the state has the
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•    the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses agalnst Respondent;
®    the  right to  call  witnesses  on Respondent's  behalf and to  compel  their  attendance by

subpoena;
•    the right to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•    the right to flle objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments

to the officials who are to render the final decision;
•    the right to petition for rehearing; and
•    all other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the united states constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.          Respondent is  aware of Respondent's right to  seek legal representation and has
been provided an opporuty to obtain legal counsel before signing this Stipulation. Respondent
is represented by Attorney Kristen N. Nelson.   .

4.          Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by the
Wisconsin Board of Nursing q3oard). The parties to the Stipulation consent to the entry of the
attached Final Decision and Order without further notice, pleading, appearance or consent of the
parties.RespondentwaivesallrightstoanyappealoftheBoard'sorder,ifadoptedinthefomas
attached.
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5.          If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not
be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matter shall then be returned to the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance for. further proceedings. h the evcht that the Stipulation is not
acceptedbytheBoard,thepartiesagreenottocontendthattheBoardhasbeenprejudicedorbiased
in any manner by the consideration of this attempted resolution.

6.          The parties to this stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent for the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an advisor in
this investigation may appear before the Board in open or closed session, without the presence of
Respondent, for purposes of speaking in support of this agreement and answering questions that
any  member  of the  Board  may  have  in  connection  with  deliberations  on  the  Stipulation.
Additionally, any such advisor may vote on whether the Board should accept this Stipulation and
issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

7.          Respondent is informed that should the Board adopt this stipulation, the Board's
Final Decision and Order is a public record and will be published in accordance with standard
Department procedure.

8.         Respondent is further informed that should the Board adopt this stipulation, the
Board's  Final  Decision  and  Order will be  reported  as  required by  the  National  Practitioner
Databank OrpDB) Guidebook and as otherwise required by any licensure compact or any other
state or federal law.

9.          The    Division   of   Legal   Services    and   Compliance   joins    Respondent   in
recommendingtheBoardadoptthisStipulationandissuetheattachedFinalDecisionandOrder.
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Linda S. Beaber, R.N., Respondent
Kenosha, VI 53143
License No.  103188-30

330 East Kilboum Ave., Suite 1170
Milwackee. WI 53202

Julie Zimmer, Prosecuting Attorney
DepartmentofSafetyandProfessionalServices
Division of Legal S ervices and Compliance
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190
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