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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR SECTION OF THE MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING
BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

MEGHAN S. CONNORS, C.P.C.-I.T.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

ORDER 0 00 851 /:.

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 22 CPC 037

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Meghan S. Connors, C.P.C.-I.T.
Beloit,  WI  53511

Wisconsin Professional Counselor Section of the Marriage and Family Therapy,
Professional Counseling and Social Work Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final  disposition of this matter,  subject to the approval  of the  Professional  Counselor Section
of the Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling and Social Work Examining Board
(Section).   The Section has reviewed this  Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Section  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.            Respondent Meghan  s.  Connors, C.P.C.-I.T.,  (Year of Birth  I 983) has a license  in
the  state  of Wisconsin  as a professional  counselor  in training,  having  license number 4438-226,
first  issued  on  August  1,  2019  and  current  through  August  1,  2023.   Respondent's  most  recent
address on file with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department)
is  in Beloit,  Wisconsin 5351 1.



2.            At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent worked as a crisis counselor at
a county facility located in Janesville, Wisconsin (Facility).

3.            On July 3, 2022,  an individual reported to the Facility that Respondent accessed a
client's electronic medical record (EMR) from her home and then showed the individual the EMR.
At the individual's suggestion, Respondent then looked up and shared another client's EMR.

4.           The Facility conducted an audit of the EMR system and verified that on November
22,  2021,  Respondent  accessed  the  client's  EMR  as  reported  by  the  source.    The  Facility  also
determined that on that same date,  Respondent accessed the EMR of four additional  clients at a
time  she  was  not  at  work  and  without  prior  authorization  or  a  legitimate  business  purpose  in
violation of HIPAA.

5.           On July  14,  2022, the  Facility  interviewed Respondent who  admitted to remotely
accessing client records  "out of curiosity"  but denied allegations that  she  showed the records to
any individuals.  The Facility terminated Respondent's employment.

6.           In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The section hasjurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis. Stat.  § 457.26(2),
and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           Based on the Findings of Fact,  Respondent engaged  in  unprofessional  conduct by
revealing   facts,   data,   information,   records   or   communication   received   from   a   client   in   a

professional capacity, pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § MPSW 20.02(10).

3.           Based on the Findings of Fact, Respondent engaged in unprofessional conduct by
engaging in gross negligence in practice in a single instance, or negligence in practice in more than
one instance, pursuant to Wis. Admin.  Code  § MPSW 20.02(22).

4.           As  a result of the  above  conduct,  Respondent  is  subject to  discipline pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 457.26(2)(I) and (h), and Wis. Admin. Code  § MPSW 20.02.

ORDER

1.           The attached stipulation  is accepted.

2.           Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3.           Respondent's license to practice as a professional counselor in training in the state
of Wisconsin (license number 4438-226) is LIMITED as follows:

a.    Within  ninety  (90)  days  of the  date  of this  Order,  Respondent  shall  at  her  own
expense, successfully complete six (6) hours of education on the topic of ethics and



patient   confidentiality   offered   by   a   provider   pre-approved   by   the   Section
monitoring liaison, including taking and passing any exam offered for the courses.

b.    Respondent  shall  submit  proof of successful  completion  of the  education  in  the
form of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below.  None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be instituted by the Section or Department, and also may not be
used in future attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

c.    The  Section  monitoring  liaison  may  change  the  number  of  credit  hours  and/or
education topics in response to a request from Respondent. The monitoring liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when determining  if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

d.    This limitation shall be removed from Respondent's training license after satisfying
the    Section  or  its  designee  that  Respondent  has  successfully  completed  all  the
ordered education.

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS
of this matter in the amount of $550.00.

5.           Any requests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at:  https://dsl)smonitoring.wi.gov.

6.           In the  event  Respondent  violates  any  term  of this  order,  Respondent's  license  to

practice  as  a professional  counselor  in training  in the  state of Wisconsin  (number 4438-226),  or
Respondent's right to renew her license,  may,  in the discretion of the  Section or its designee,  be
SUSPENDED, without further notice or hearing, until Respondent has complied with the terms of
the Order.  The Section may,  in addition and/or in the alternative refer any violation of this Order
to the Division of Legal Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.



7.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR SECTION OF THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

By,
AMe

4/19/2023

Date



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR SECTION OF THE MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING
BOARD

lN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

MEGHAN S. CONNORS, C.P.C.-I.T.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

ORDER 0 0 0 8 5 1 J:.

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance Case No. 22 CPC 037

Respondent  Meghan  S.  Connors,  C.P.C.-I.T.,  and  the  Division  of  Legal  Services  and
Compliance, Department of Safety and Professional  Services, stipulate as follows:

I.           This stipulation is entered into as a result ofapending investigation by the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance.  Respondent consents to the resolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2.           Respondent  understands  that  by  signing  this  stipulation,  Respondent  voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the state has the
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•     the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against Respondent;
•     the  right  to  call  witnesses  on  Respondent's  behalf  and  to  compel  their  attendance  by

subpoena;
•     the right to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments

to the officials who are to render the final decision;
•     the right to petition for rehearing; and
•     all other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the united states constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin  Statutes, the Wisconsin  Administrative  Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.           Respondent  is  aware  of Respondent's  right to  seek  legal  representation  and  has
been provided an opportunity to obtain legal counsel before signing this Stipulation.

4.           Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by the
Wisconsin  Professional  Counselor  Section  of the  Marriage  and  Family  Therapy,  Professional
Counseling  and  Social  Work Examining Board (Section).   The parties to the  Stipulation  consent
to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order without further notice, pleading, appearance
or  consent  of the  parties.    Respondent  waives  all  rights  to  any  appeal  of the  Section's  order,  if
adopted in the form as attached.



5.             11  tine  tcrlm  orthis  St'ii)iilatitili  arc  tiot  act,a,pti`l>1e  tci  the  Sectitm.  tliu  ['tarties  sham
liot  b¢  bu`if`d  hy  the  (;onti`,nts   nf  this   Sliiliilalion`   find  tlic;.  nii`ttel.  sl`ftll  t[Ieii   bi'  returned   to   lhe
I)ivision   ttr  I,egal   Sei`viccs   an(I   (.`ompti€iii{?¢   t.ot.   tLiithei.   pfuccedir`L!q        Ill   thc   eve]it   lhi`[   tlie

Stipuktlitil`  iq  tiot  act;Opted  by  the  Sc`clii`n,  the  i}aitie,s  i`i!rec  not  tn  cxiiitend  lI`at  tl`e  Set',liol`  l`as
bean prejiidic,cd oi-hiitsctl  ln <i!`y  iiianiiti,I  by  the ool`sidei'atioli  iif this attempted  t.c`qoliitityii.

fi.            The [`altieq t{t this st]piilatioit agi'ee thitUtic tttti)mey or{ither agent t`or the Division
or Legal  Services  ai`t}  CoiT`iili{uit}c *iid  any  mcml.cr t`r tlie  Sectitm  CVL.i` ttssiiitied  as  im  tttlv.ist)I  `iii

Ibis  lnvestigalitm  il`ay  appe{`r  17t;`brc  llie  Sectittii  ill  opeii  I.tr close,d  scssioii`  withttul  thil  pi`ef;€iicc`
tlf Respondeiit,  r{n-purposes of .5Tjcakillg  ill S`ipi.tti.I oftliis agrecmt3riL and aiisweriiig qiiosti{ti`q th,it
ally   memlier   ()f  the   Sectir)n   i"iy   lmvc   i/`   comie{;lion   with   delib{:mliitns   nn   lh{}   Stiftulatitili.
Additionally, £iiiy  s`Ich advisoi` ii"y  `Jolc on wheth£'r (he Scetiiin  sht]uld irocept this Stipiilatl{in flttd
iss`ic the attiicht;cl  Fii`al  r)ecisit]ri and ()rdei'.

7^             Re.sponclent is  intoi.mod thiit sl"ild the !3ectitiii a[lopttliis.Stipulaliot`, the Sfclioii's

Final   L)cei5iiui  at`d  OI.clcr  is  {i  pul`ilic  record  {trid  will  I.e  piiblished   in  accoi`cliincc  witli   sti`titli`rd
I)epi`rlm cnt pr[}ced`l re.

8,              ]tGspondent  is  l`iH-lhi`r  li`fc>I`mcd  thi\L  shoilltl  lt`c  secLi{>R  i`Llapt  this  stipiLlation,  the

Scctii!n's   I.'imil   Dccisiuii   aiid   {}I.d{;I   win  be   reptn-lt`,il   its   r`i;qui!'ed   by   lhc  N`itioiifll   Ill.aelitit:ti`et`

1Ja[abank  (Npl )a)  Gui{l¢book  ni`d  as  othc`rwi`se  reciiiirod  by  atiy  licensiire  citm|tact  {tr  {iriy  c)thei'
L.LitL¢  ot. t'edei.a(  law.

{),             The     I)i\Jisioli     of    I.¢gal     ServiL`es     {`t`d     (:rimiiliim{.,tt    joins     Rgsporltlunt     ill

recommend ing the  Scction  fldopt this  Stii)ula.tioii iiiid  issiic the att±icht:tl  Final  I)ecisii`n  and  C)i'dei..

•j:#?7ti==_:i:=:=
Meghan  S. Conniii's, C.P C.-I.T. Respol`deiit
Reloit,  W]  53511

I,icei`se  No.  4438-226

(lol lt3eri  Mcloy,  Prose,culing Attc)I.l`ey

Depiirlmont iil` Safety iiml l'rofes``iot`fll  Servi{;t:s
I)ivisio«  itl' Legal  SBrv ici:S  arid  CLllt]rllii\]ii`,t;

P.().  81'-i 719('
Mi`cliscin,  WI  537t)7u7190

ulJ,in
Date

3/3/23
Date
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