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ST.ATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN Tlm MATTER OF THE LlcENSE OF

SoMhmaR R. BERTALOT, 'R.N.,
IJICEN.SEE,

FINAL DECISION AND. OREER
foRREMEDIALEDUCATION

®R®ER®0®849

Divi.sion ofL'?gal Services and Compliali`ce Case No. 22 NUR 234

The parties to.`this action for the purposes of wis: Stat., § 227.53 are:,

Sormer R. Bertalot, R.N.
Momoe, WI 53566.

Wisconsin BQa`rd of Nu.rsin`g
P.O. Box,8366
Madison, VI 5370.8-8366.

Division of'Legal Serv`ices and Compliance
Department Of Safety and Professional Services
P,O` 86X 71.9.0
Madison, WI  53707-7190

The 'pardes in this matte_r agree to the tems` and conditions of the attached Stipulat`ion as
the frpal `disposition .Of this matter, su.bje-ct to the approval of the Wisconsin Board of Nursing
q3oard). The Board has' reviewed'this 'Stipulafion and considers it acceptable.

`      Accordingly,  the  Po,ard in this ~matter' adopts  the ,attached  Sti`Pulation  and makes  th.e
fonowing Findings of Fact, Conclusions ofl.aw, and Order.

FINDINGs OE F4or

WisconsinasaLfrcee£::eer:`:Fur::R;f=tlfi[&t;i£'a¥e"p¥:g8::P];riuhrslu9ii~)i:I:i:nsNe~:£snetiefcs:a±eur°:
1.

Compact(Cothpact),havip-g.iicensenunber220877-,3,0,ftystis§uedonM.arch2,20.15andcurreut
tfrou.ghFedru_aty29,,2024.Licensee'srmostrecent.addressonfilewiththewiscopsinDepartmeflt
o-fSafetyandProfession!-lServicts(Department)isinMburoer,Wis-consi,n53566.

•2.         At an tijnes. relevant to this proceeding, Licensee was employed as' aTegistered

nu_r_seat;surgiballcenterinMadison,Wis`consinQlacil`ity).`

3.          On october 1 1, 2021, Patie'nt A, a male born inl962, was scheduled to undergo a
left shou`.Idea arthroscopy and rotator cuff rep-alr with Physician 8. Physician 8 was new to the
Facilfty and  did  not have .a  DQctor  Preference  Card  0)PC)  on  file  indicating the  supplies,
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positioping,  and medicatiorl she Pr~eferied for the procedure. Licensee was the operative nurse
assignedtoPatientA'.spr`ocedure:andhadflotworkedwithPkysician8before.

4.         The  surgical  teang  including  Licensee,  met  for a  preoperative  huddle  where
Physician 8 vefoaliy indicated her preferences. During the huddle, I,iceusee asked Phys`ician 8
how.she wanted her epinapflrine prepared, "in the [saline] bag. or oil the field?5' Pdysician 8 told
her "on the field."

5.         Lieensee  was  not  used  to  administering  ep-inepfirine'  this  way,  §o  She  asked
Physi`ctan 8 agaifi whether she wanted the apinaphrine diluted in the satin? bag; Phy.sioian B Said
no that she wan'ted it on the field. Licensee did not olarifjr fi}rther h.Qw Physician 8 Wante,€ the
epinaphriqe administered or in what dosage.

instmctious,ph?£sci:Tj-eB¥%Listt:hhieys££rBiLkn:ipthr:i£:p¥eyfer¥¥j:?I.ro:*3i
6.

epi" to help with postQperatiive. Pain control where the pteoperative block sometimes does not
reach.

7.          Licensee retrieved two vials of apinephrin.e, a large' Ftlisable vial.containing 30 mL
and a small single-use vial containing 1 mL, and showed them to Physieiah 8 Who Oho-se the 30
nil vial.

8`         Licensee poured the contents of the selpeted 30 mL vial of epinephrine into a clap
Qn the sterile field. The sngical tech thendrew the apinaphrine into a 30co syringe and placed the
syringe on the field. Ijicensee maintains the surgical tech labeled the syrfu2ge, bat Physician a
maintains the` syringe was not labeled.

9r         Physician B injected the medication inthe 30cc 5)ndnge into patieutA whochordy
began to ,develop ap abnomal heart rhythm. A code was initiated arid life-saving measures were
attempted,1]utPatientAdied

10,        Liceus.ee maintains: (1) she did as she was directed by physicianJj; (2) Pkysieian
8 dr.d not'communicate or instruct that she wanted the epinephrine diluted with a local anesthetic;
and(3)chedidnotexpectPhysician8toadministertheentirei30mL'dss.eofepinephrine.

Medical;LpraTcticF£P#o£°£:°dicLafti:L¥seietysopcr:#yw;Cth°:£#edrithfb#¥ts;ref:ftos#:
Daprfuent.

12.       This  Final  Decision  and  Order  for  Remedial  Ed.ucation  does  not  coustitu-te
profe`ssional discij?line. Licensee deule§ any. unprofessional conduct or deviation in the Standard
of Care,buttoresolvethismatter,Licens.eeconschtstotheentryofthefollowingConciusionsof
Law and Order.

CCINCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.          The Board is authorizQdto enter into the attached stixpulationpursuatto wig. Stan
§ 227.44(5).

2
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OREER

1.          The attached stipulation is.accepted.

2.          The  Board accepts  the 41  credit hours  all-eady  comple.ted  as the  equivalent  of
education it would `have otherwise ordered.. Tbe 41  credit hours may not be used to sa.tisfy any

B¥;:£::a:indgmeadyu::ttj::::::i;:mane;.t£#a:ahfta::ppteteonu3rgr¥dagabc:£:::tn{tTt:abythe8°-ardor
•3 I          This order j's effective on the date of its signing..

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NtJRSING
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STATE OF VISCONSIN
BEFORE TIH BOARD OF NURSING

IN TEE MATTER OF TEE LICENSE 0F

SohRER R. BERTALOT, R.N.,
LICENSEE.

STIPULATION

®fflmER ® ® 0 84 9  1

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 22 NUR 234

Licensee Sommer R. Bertalot, R.N., and the Division of Legal Services and Compliance,
Department of Safety and Professional Services, stipulate as follows:

1.          This stipulation is entered into as a result ofapending investigation by the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance. Licensee consents to the resolution Of this ipvestigation by
Stipulation.

2.          Licensee understands that by  signing this  Stipulation, Licensee voluntarily  and
knowingly waives the following rights:

•    the right to a hearing on the allegations against Licensee, at which time the State has the
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•    the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against Licensee;
•    the right to call witnesses on Licensee's behalfand to compel their attendance by subpoena;
•    the right to testify on Licensee's own behalf;
•    the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments

to the officials who are to render the final decision;
•    the right to petition for rehearing; and
•    all other applicable rights afforded to Licensee under the United States Constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.          Licensee is  aware of Licensee's right to  seek legal representation and has been
provided  an  opportunity  to  obtain  legal  counsel  before  signing  this  Stipulation.  Licensee  is
represented by Attorney Erik H. Monson.

4.          Licensee  agrees  to  the  adoption  of the  attached  Final  Decision  and  Order for
Remedial Education by the Wisconsin Board of Nursing @oard). The parties to the Stipulation
consent to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order for Remedial Education without
further notice, pleading, appearance or consent of the parties. Licensee waives all rights to any
appeal of the Board's order, if adopted in the form as attached.

5.          If the terns of this stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not
be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matter shall then be returned to the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance for further proceedings. h the event that the Stipulation is not
acceptedbytheBoard,thepartiesagreenottocontendthattheBoardhasbeenprejudicedorbiased
in any manlier by the consideration of this attempted resolution.



6.           The par[i`es to this :Stip.il[cition agre.e thatthe.att6mey of out-er agent fg.rt-heDi.Vision.
o±` Legal Services and .Compriance and ,any member .of the Board `e;v-er .as§i.gil.ed as &ii advisor in
t'his `investigation may appear before.tlie Eoardjn open or .clo.sgd ses.si,on., wi.thout the pres'enoe of

;i:;nest::g°:t[::::i:T]§seg:tag:eyig::opft¥]Pe°:eosar9df::;alhfl;%`Sincsot`Epe:#o:fwt:]£]Sda;gfr::r¥::tn;:i
theStipulatiori.Addition.ally,any-snchadvisormayvoteonwhethertheBoardshould.acceptthis
S`tipL[lation and issiie the attached Final Decision and Order forRemediall .Education,

7,          hicen§ee is jhrormedthat should tli'eBoardadoptthis stipulationS tbeBoard's Final
Decis'ionandOrdei.for.RemedjalEducationisapril]1icrecordandwillbGpubljshedinac.cordance
with standafd- Deparfuent pfo`c-edure:

8.A          Ijicense`e  ig  further  informed  that  sliould  the  Board.  adopt  this  St`ipulati6n,  tile
Board's  Final Decision  and 'Order for Remedial Education will  be 1.eporied as  requii.ed by the
National. Pi.apti€ioner D.atabank (NPDB) Guidebook <ind as  otlierw'ise re.quired by. <any liceds`un`e
comi]act oi. any ot-_ke[ state Qi' .federa'1 law`

theBoarda^aopi+ht:1.i:i;:is;:,ra.t:::::ad]]Ps::e{Ctise¥tdaccL°e¥PF[£:]Ce;je°c¥ssfoLn!Caenndse6rj£::efo:.mR=:n@ddi]ai
9`

S6mmer R, Bertalot, R,N., LicenseLe
Momoe, VI 53 56`6
License No. 220,8.+77-3 0

Erik H, Monson, Attorney for hioensee
C.oyne, Sohultzr, Beckei. & Bauer, S'..C.P1-50, E. Gilman St.i Suite 1000

Madison, WI 53703-r<:,r`:

Jiine Zinmer, Prosecuting Attorney
DeparrmentofS.a.f?tyandProfessionalServices
Division LofLegal Services and Comptiance
P.Oi Box 7190
M.adisQn,W[53707-7190
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