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STATE OF VISCONSIN
BEFORE TIE BOARD OF NURSING

IN TIE MATTER oF TIIE LlcENSE oF

SUSAN M. PECHOWSRI, R.N., A.P.N.P.,
LICENSEE.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
FOR REREDIAL EDUCATION

0RDER0008399

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 21 NIJR 386

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:

Susan M. Piechowski, R.N., A.P.N.P.
Wautoma, VI 54982

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.0. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the fmal disposition Of this matter, subject to the approval of the Board of Nursing q3oard).  The
Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the Board  in this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.          Susan M. Piechowski, R.N., A.P.N.P qicensee), (Year of Birth 1977) is licensed
•in the state of Wisconsin as a registered nurse, with multistate privileges pursuant to the Nurse
Licensure Compact (Compact), having.license number 135240-30, flrst issued on June 27, 2009,
and current through February 29, 2024.  Licensee is also certified as an advanced practice nurse
prescriber,. having certificate number 5514-33, first issued on September 25, 2013,  and current
through  September  30,  2024.  Licensee's  most  recent  address  on  file  with  the  Wisconsin
DepartmentofSafetyandProfessionalServicesa)epartmeut)isinWautoma,Wisconsin54982.

2.          At  all times  relevant to  this proceeding,  Licensee worked  as  a family practice
registerednurseandadvancedpracticenurseprescriberforacliniclocatedinWautoma,Wisconsin
(Clinic).



3.          Begirming  in  late  2017   and/ol-  early  2018,  the  Clinic  Licensee  worked  for
underwentachangeinownershipwhichledtofivedoctorstransfen.ingoutoftheClinicand/oi-
movingtoadifferentareaofpractice.Assuch,inadditiontohei.1.egulai-woi.kload,Licensee
inherited approximately  80  additional patients who formerly belonged to these doctors.  These
patientswerebeingtreatedforamongothei.1.easons,painmanagement,andwereactivelyi-eceiving
opioidprescriptionsforpainmanagementfromthefonnerproviders.

4.          When Licensee assumed care for the additionalpatients who wet.e being ti.eated for
painmanagement,sheunderstoodthatsheshouidexploreweaningthepatientsfromopioidsand
1.efellingthepatientstopi.ovidei.sandthei.apiesthatwei-ealtemativestoopioids.Howevei-,dueto
theCOVIDpandemic,hostilitiesintheworkplace.andpainmanagementclinicdelays,Licensee
didnottimelyaddi-esswe.aningsonieofthepa.tientsfl-omopioidsand/oi-refelfingthepatientsto
providersancltherapiesthatwelealtemativestoopioids.

5.          While Licensee was able to get most of the newly assigfled patients weened down
fromopioidsorreferredtoaltemativetherapies,severalpatientsand1:heirrecordsreflectedthe
following:

a.        ::#::; :::::i: gtg£Cna:: :::ttaTniniydmurgfnsecr&eun; ¥c:::nc:.:sd:1:::dL?cuetn:::

advisedthatsuchi.ecordsexistedinthelabsfoldei-butwere.flotalwaysfiled
correctly in the patient records.

C.

Patieflt  1-ecords  did  not  contain  documentation  of  the ' riskfoenefits  of
opioids,     riskfoenefits     of    pi.esci.ibing     opioids     conoufl.entry     with
benzodiazepines,    availELble    alternative    thelapies,    referral    to    pain
management,and/orweaningofopioids.

Foronepatient,Licenseecontinuedtheamountofopioidsprescribeddythe
former   pi`escribei.   which   amounted   to   approximately   495   morphine
milligramequivalentspermonth.

6.          h  1.esolution  of this  matter-,  Licensee  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order. g2Hg-

1.          The Boardhasjulsdiction to act intlds matter pun.suant to wig. Stat. § 44m7 and
isauthorizedtoenterintotheattachedStipulationpursuanttoWis.Stat.§227.44(5).

ORDER

1.       -The attached stipulationis accepted.

2.          Within.six (6) months of the date of this order, I,icensee shall ather own expense
take  and successfully  complete  16 houi.s  of education on the topic of prescribirig  o|)ioids  and
b enzodiazepines as follows :
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a.          Each course attended in satisfaction of this order must be pre-approved by
the Board or its  designee.    Licensee shall be responsible  for locating  course(s)
satisfactory to the Board and for obtaining the required approval of the course(s)
fi.om the Board or its designee.  Licensee must take and pass any exam offer-ed for
the coul.se(s).

b.          Licensee shall submit proof of successful completion of the education in the
form. of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the-address stated below.  None of the education completed pursuant to
this 1.equirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be instituted by the Board and. may not be used in any future
attempt to upgrade a credential.

r,.          The  Board's monitoiing hiaison may  change the number  of credit  hours
and/or edi.ication topics  in 1.esponse to  a 1.equest fi.om Licensee,  The monitoring
liaison  may  consider  the  topic  availability  and/or  hours  of  education  when
determining if a change to the oi-dered education should occur.

3.          Requests for course approval and proof of successful course completion shall be
sent by Licensee to the Department Monitor. at the address below:

D ep arfuent Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Licensee may also submit this information online at: https ://dspsmonitoi.ing.wi.gov.

4.          This oi.dei. is effective on the date of its signing.

VISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

By: athuledwl+av4Ltlp
A Member of the Board
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN TEE MATTER OF THE LICENSE OF

SUSAN M. PIECHOWSRI, R.N., A.P.N.P.,
LICENSEE.

STPULATION

0RDER0008399

DivisionofLegalSelvicesandComplianceCaseNo.21NUR386

Susan M. Piechowski, R.N., A.P.N.P.  {Licensee) and the I)ivision Of Legal Selwices and
Compliance,DepartmentofSafetyandProfessionalServicesstipulateasfollows:

1.          This stipulationis entered into as a result ofapending investigationby the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance.   Licensee consents to the resolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2.          Licensee understands  that by  signing this  stipulation,  Licensee voluntarily  and
knowingly waives the following rights :

•    the right to a hearing.on the allegatiofls against Licensee, at which time the State has therJ1__   __JJ_--__,

;uu-ra;°n~;f-;r-;Jingth-o`seal|egatio-nsbyapreponderanceoftheevidence;
therighttoconfrontandoross-examinethewitnessesagainstLicensee;
therighttocallwhnessesonLicensee'sbehalfandtocompeltheirattendancebysubpoena;
the1.ighttotestifyonLicensee'sownbehalf;
therighttofileobjectionstoanyproposeddecisionandtopresentbriefsororalai.gunents
to the officials who are to render the final decision;

•    the right to petition for rehearing; and
•     all other applicable rights afforded to Licensee under the United States Constitution, the

WisconsinConstifution,theWisconsinStatutes,theWisconsinAdrfustrativeCode,and
otherprovisionsofstateorfederallaw.

3.          Licensee is  aware  ofLicensee's right to  seek legal representation and has been
providedanopportunftytoobtainlegalcounselbeforesigringthisStipulation.

4.          Licensee agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by the
Wisconsin Board of Nut.sing @oard).   The parties to the Stipulation consent to the entry of the
attachedFinalDecisionandOrderwithoutfurthernotice,pleading,appearanceorcoflsentofthe
parties.Licenseewaivesallrightstoanyappealof1:heBoard'soi-dei.,ifadoptedinthefomas
attached.

5.          If the tem§ of this stipulation are flat acceptable to the Boar-d, thepardes shallnot
beboundbythecontentsofthisStjpulation,andthemattershallthenberetmedtotheDivision
ofLegalServicesandComplianceforfurtliei.proceedings.hitheeventthattheStipulationisnof



acceptedbytheBoai.d,thepartiesagreenottocontendthattheBoardhasbeenprejudicedorbiased
inanymannerbytheconsiderationofthisattemptedresolution.

6.          The paties to this stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent for the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an advisor in
thisinvestigationmayappearbeforetheBoai.dinopenorclosedsession,withoutthepi.esenceof
Licensee,forpurposesofspeakinginsupportofthisagreementandansweringquestionsthatany
member of the Boat.d may have in connection with delibei.ations on the Stipulation.  Additionally,
any such advisol. may vote on whether the Board should accept this  Stipulation and issue the
attached Final Decision and Ordei-.

7.          Licensee is informed that should the Boat.d adopt this stipulation, the Board's Final
Decision  and  01.der  is  a  public  1.ecord  and  will  be  published  in  accordance  with  standard
Departmeut|)1.ccedur€..

8.          Licensee  is  fulfhei.  informed that  should  the  Boat.d  adopt this  Stipulation,  the
Board's  Final  Decision  and  Order  will  be  reported  as  required by  the  National  Pra.ctitioner
Databank (NPDB) Guidebook and as otherwise requii.ed by any licensure compact oi. any other
state or federal law,

9.          The Division ofLegal services and compliancejoins Licensee in recommending
theBoai.dadoptthisStipulationandissuetheattachedFinalDecisionandOi.der.

Wautoma, WI 54982
License No.135240-30 & 5514-33

P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190
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