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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

KAVITA H. VYAS, M.D.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER000836/!.

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 22 MED 252

The parties to this action for the purpose of wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Kavita H. Vyas, M.D.
Bethesda, MD 20817

Wisconsin Medical Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-f8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties  in this matter agree to the terms  and conditions of the attached  Stipulation  as
the  final  disposition  of this  matter,  subject  to  the  approval  of the  Medical  Examining  Board

(Board).   The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I.            Respondent Kavita H.  Vyas, M.D.,  (Year of Birth  I 984)  is  licensed in the state of
Wisconsin  to  practice  medicine  and  surgery,  having  license  number  56918-20,  first  issued  on
March  21,  2012,  and  registration  current  through  October  31,  2023.   Respondent's  most recent
address on file with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional  Services (Department)
is in Bethesda, Maryland 20817.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding,  Respondent was  a physician  specializing
in pulmonary/critical care at a facility in Maryland (Facility).



3.            On  March 5,  2018,  a fifty-two-year-old  male patient (Patient A) with a history  of
non-resolving  pneumonia  and   empyema  was  transferred   to  the  Facility   after   interventional
radiology guided chest tube placement was attempted unsuccessfully at another Facility.

4.            On March 7, 2018, Respondent placed patient A's chest tube  in the bronchoscopy

procedure room of the Facility. Prior to starting the procedure, an ultrasound was completed which
demonstrated a small loculated fluid collection. Respondent utilized a spinal needle in an effort to
access the pleural space and administer local anesthetic. Approximately 50 cc of yellow fluid was
obtained,  and Respondent placed  a chest tube with trocar assistance  in the  same  location.  When
frank blood was returned, Respondent was concerned about misplacement of the chest tube and an
emergent  chest  x-ray  was  obtained  in  the  procedure  room.  Location  of  the  chest  tube  was
concerning for misplacement and a CT scan was obtained. Respondent was informed via telephone
by radiology that the chest tube was in the parenchyma and needed to be removed. The imaging
was  not   loaded   into  the  electronic  medical   records   system   and   could   not   be   reviewed   by
Respondent.  Respondent removed the  chest tube  at the bed  side  and  Patient A developed  severe
hemoptysis and a code was called. Despite resuscitation efforts for almost one hour, surgical chest
tube placement, anesthesia support for intubation and multiple transfusions, Patient A expired.

5.           Respondent  did  not  consult with  a  thoracic  surgeon  for evaluation  and  operative
removal of the chest tube.

6.           At the time of patient A's procedure,  chest tubes with trocar assistance were the
only type of chest tube available at the Facility. As a result of this incident, pigtail chest tubes are
available at the Facility and imaging is now immediately available in the procedure room.

7.           Respondent denies wrongdoing or substandard care but consents to the entry of the
following Conclusions of Law and Order in resolution of this matter.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I.            The  Board has jurisdiction to  act in this matter pursuant to  wis.  Stat.  § 448.02(3)
and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By   the   conduct   described   in   the   Findings   of  Fact,   Respondent   engaged   in
unprofessional conduct as defined  in  Wis.  Admin.  Code  §  Med  lo.03(2)(b) by departing from or
failing  to  conform  to  the  standard  of minimally  competent  medical  practice  which  creates  an
unacceptable risk of harm to a patient or the public whether or not the act or omission resulted in
actual harm to any person.

3.           As  a result  of the  above  conduct,  Respondent  is  subject to  discipline  pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 448.02(3).

ORDER

1.            The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent is REPRIMANDED.



3.           Respondent's  license and registration to practice medicine and surgery in the state
of wisconsin (license no.  56918-20) is LIMITED as follows:

a.    Within  ninety  (90)  days  of the  date  of this  Order,  Respondent  shall  at  her  own
expense,  successfully  complete  two  (2)  hours  of education  on  the  topic  of chest
tube  insertion and complications of test tubes, offered by a provider pre-approved
by the Board's monitoring liaison,  including taking and passing any exam offered
for the courses.

b.    Respondent  shall  submit  proof of successful  completion  of the  education  in  the
form of verification from the institution providing the education to the Department
Monitor at the address stated below.  None of the education completed pursuant to
this requirement may be used to satisfy any continuing education requirements that
have been or may be instituted by the Board or Department, and also may not be
used in future attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

c.    The  Board's  monitoring  liaison  may  change  the  number  of credit  hours  and/or
education topics in response to a request from Respondent. The monitoring liaison
may consider the topic availability and/or hours of education when determining if
a change to the ordered education should occur.

d.    This  limitation  shall  be  removed  from  Respondent's  license  and registration  after
satisfying the Board or its designee that Respondent has successfully completed all
the ordered education.

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS
of this matter in the amount of $458.00.

5.           Any requests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional  Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190, Madison,  WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov.

6.           In the event Respondent violates any term of this order, Respondent's license and
registration  (no.  56918-20),  or Respondent's  right to  renew her  license and registration,  may,  in
the  discretion  of the  Board  or  its  designee,  be  SUSPENDED,  without  further notice  or hearing,
until Respondent has complied with the terms of the Order.  The Board may, in addition and/or in
the altemative refer any violation of this Order to the Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
for further investigation and action.



7.           Thisorderiseffectiveonthedateofits signing.

WISCONSIN MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

By, 8L/k`A.IJav~,M
A Member of the Board

1 /18/2023
Date
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WiscilnsinMciliciilExi`liiini.ngBoard(BOEH`d),Thcpai.1jeslotheSlipuliiLione()n`ieiittt)t'ie€i`try
of the  atl!`ched  Fimil  I)eci`qion  and  (.)I'der withou(  I`ilrlher  notice,  plt}iiding,  diipeiir{`iice  or cciti`5ent

iJt.tllcPartics..Respt)nclentwflivesaHfi.8ht.qtoanyflppcitlol'lhc,B():ii.cl's{)rcler,iffld()ptedintlle

ldrni  as i``Iiich€tt.
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