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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST :

:  FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
JEFFREY A, AHONEN, L.P.C-1T, CS.AC,

RESPONDENT. ORDERO 008 173

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 20 RSA 013
The parties to this aclion for the purpose of Wis, Staf, § 227,53 are:

Jettrey A. Ahogen, L.P.C.-LT,, C.S.A.C.
Ladysmith, WI 54848

Wisconsin Departiment of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 8368
Madison, WI 53708-8368

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Depariment of Safety and Professional Services
P.0. Box 71580

Madison, W1 53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final disposition of this matter, subject to the approval of the Department of Safety and
Professiong] Services (Depariment). The Depariment has reviewed this Stipulation and considers
it acceptable,

Accordingly, the Department in this matter adopls the altached Stipulation and makes the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1, Jeffrey A, Abhonen, L.P.C.-LT,, C.S.A.C. (Respondent), (Year of Birth 1960) is
certified in the state of Wisconsin to practice as a clinical substance abuse counselor, having
certificate number 16426-132, first issued on February 28, 2020 and current through February 28,
2023.! Respondent was also cettified as substance abuse counselor in training, having cetlificate
number 17756-130, first issued on March 31, 2016 and expired on February 28, 2021.%

! Responden! is also licensed lo praclice a8 a profesgional counselot-in-tralning, having license number 4497-226,
{irst issued on October 22, 2019 and current through Oclober 22, 2023,

2 The sybstance abuse counselor in training certificate is not subject to ronewal as Respondent iy allowed only two
renewals of such certificate, which oconrred in 2017 and 2019, See Wis, Stat. § 440.88(4).




Respondent’s most recent address on file with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and
Professional Services is in Ladysmith, Wisconsin 54848,

2. At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was employed as a therapist at
a clinic in Ladysmith, Wisconsin (Clinic),

3. While employed at the Clinie, from December 10, 2018 to May 10, 2020,
Respondont failed to document cliont sorvices in a timely manner,

4. Corrective action was taken by the Clinic on February 26, 2020, and Respondent
was suspended from seeing clients and given one week 1o complele any missing documentation,
Respondent failed to complete the missing documentation within one week.

5. On May 10, 2020, Respondent was terminated from the clinic for failure lo
document.

6. On May 10, 2021, Respondent reported to the Department that he may have an
underlying mental health condition that adversely affects his ability to perform cettain aspects of
his work,

7. In resolution of this matter, Respondent consents to the entry of the following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

L. The Department has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to Wis, Stat. § 440.88,
and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis, Stat, § 227.44(5),

2. By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent failed to maintain
adequate records relating to services provided a client in the course of a professional relationship
within the meaning of Wis. Admin, Code § SPS 164.01(2)(1).

3. As a result of the above conduct, Respondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis, Stat, § 440.88(6).

ORDER
1, The attached Stipulation is accepted.
2, Respondent is REPRIMANDED,

3 The certificate issued to Respondent (certificate no, 16426-132) to practice as a
clinical substance abuse counselor, is LIMITED as follows:

A. For a period of at least one (1) year from the date of this Order;




iL.

jid,

iv,

It is Respondent’s responsibility to arrange for quarterly written reports
(work reports) to be submitted to the Departent Monifor from his
supervisor at each setting in which Respondent practiced professional
counseling in the previous quarter. These work reports shall be
submitted as directed by the Departiment Monitor, and shall assess
Respondent’s documentation proficiency, and shall include the number
of hours of active practice as a clinical substance abuse counselor
worked during that quarter, If a work report indicates less than
satisfactory documentation proficiency, the Department may institute
appropriate corrective limitations in ils discretion.

Any worlk reports submitted to fulfill the requirements of any Order that
may be entered in Division of Legal Services and Compliance case
numbet 20 CPC 019 may be used to fulfill the wark report requirements
of this order,

Within thirty (30} days of the date of this Order, Respondent shall, at his
own expense, undergo a fitness for praclice evaluation with a pre-approved
psychiattist or psychologist (Evaluator) who has not provided (reatment to
Respondent and is experienced in evalualing whether a health care
professional is fit to practice:

Prior to evaluation, Respondent shall provide a copy of this Final
Decision and Order to the Evaluator.

Responident shall identify and provide the Evaluator with authorizations
to communicate with all physicians, mental health professionals, and
facilities at which Respondent has been treated or evaluated.

Within fifteen (15) days of the completion of the evaluation, a written
reporl regarding the resulls of the assessment shall be submitted to the
Depattment Monitor at the address below. The report shall address
whether Respondent suffers from any condition(s) that may interfere
with his ability to practice safely and competently and, if so, shall
ptovide any recommended limitations for safe and competent practice.

Respondent shall execute necessary documents authorizing the Division
1o oblain tecords of the evaluation, and to discuss Respondent and his
case with the Evaluator. Respondent shall execute all releases
necessary to permit disclosure of the final evalualion repott to the
Department oi its designee. Certified copies of the final evaluation
report shall be admissible in any future proceeding before the
Department.

1f the Evaluator determines {hat Respondent js not {it to praclice or is fil
for practice with limitations, the Depattment ot its designee may
suspend Respondent’s license until Respondent provides proof




sufficient to convince the Departinent or its designee that Respondent is
able to praclice with reasonable skill and safely of patients and the
public and does not suffer from any condition which prevents
Respondent from practicing in that manner.

vi, If the Evaluator determines that Respondent is fit to practice or is fit to
praclice with limitations, the Deparlment or ils designec may limit
Respondent’s license in a manner to address any concerns the
Department or its designee has as a result of the conduci set out in the
Findings of Fact and to address any recommendations resulting from the
evaluation, including, but not limiled to:

1. Psychotherapy, at Respondent’s expense, by a therapist approved by
the Department or its designee, to address specific treatment goals,
with quartetly repotis to the Department by the therapist.

2. Additional professional education in any identified areas of
deficiency.

3. Reslriclions onr the nature of praclice, praclice sefling, or
requirements for supervision of practice by a professional approved
by the Department, with periodic reporis to the Department by the
supervisor,

vil. Respondent is responsible for ensuring that the results of the evaluation are
sent to the Departinent Monitor.

vili, Any fitness to practice evaluation undergone to fulfill the requirements of
any Order that may be entered in Division of Legal Services and
Compliance case number 20 CPC 019 may be used lo fulfill the fitness to
practice evaluation requirements of this order.

4. Within ninety (90) days from the date of this Order, Respondent shalt pay COSTS
of this mattey in the amount of $446.00.

5. Any requests, petitions, payments of costs (inade payable to Department of Safety
and Professional Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitled to:

Depattment Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190
Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin,gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: httpsi//dspsmonitoring.wi,gov




6. In the event Respondent violates any termy of this Order, Respondent’s license
(license no, 16426-132), or Respondent’s right to tenew his license, may, in the discretion of the
Department or its designee, be SUSPENDED, without further notice or heating, until Respondent
has complied with the terms of the Order. The Deparlment may, in addition and/or in the allernative
refer any violation of this Order to the Division of Legal Services and Compliance for further
investigalion and aclion,

7.~ This Oxder is effective on the dale of ils signing,

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

‘} [ I> / R .
By: (fé 5 {fwg/ AP AATA . A~ 205D.
Aloysius Rohmeyer, Chiéf Counsel Date

On Behalf of the Depariment




STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STIPULATION
JEFFREY A. AHONEN, L.P.C.-LT, C,S A.C.

RESPONDENT., L ORDEROQOBL75

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No, 20 RSA 013

leffrey A. Ahonen, L.P.C.-L.T., C.S.A.C. (Respondent), and the Division of Legal Services
and Compliance, Dopartmenl of Safety and Professional Services stipulate as follows:

1. This Stipulation is enterad into as a result of a pending investigation by the Division of
Legal Services and Compliance. Respondent consents {o the resolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2. Respondent understands thal by sigaing this Stipulation, Respondent voluniarily and
knowingly waives the following rights:

¢ theright to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time (he State has the
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence,;

* the right to confront and cross-examite the withesses against Respondent;

» the 1ight to call witnesses on Respondent’s behalf and to compel their attendance by
subpoena;

v the right to testify on Respondent’s own behalf;

»  the right (o file objections {o any proposed decision and to present briels ot oral arguments
to the officials who are to render the final decision;

+ the righl to petition for rehearing; and

+ all other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the United States Constitution, the
Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsih Statutes, the Wisconsin Adminisirative Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3. Respondent is aware of Respondent’s right to seek legal representation and has been
provided an opportunity to obtain legal counse! before signing this Stipulation.

4. Respondent agrees fo the adoption of the attached Final Decision and Order by the
Wisconsitt Department of Safety and Prolessional Services (Depariment). The parties lo the
Stipulation consent to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order without fusther notice,
pleading, appearance or consent of the patties. Respondent waives all rights (o any appeal of ihe
Department's Order, if adopted in the form as attached,

5. If the terms of this Stipulation are not acceptable lo the Department, the parties shal{
niot be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matier shall then be returned to the




Division of Legal Services and Compliance for furthet proceedings. In the event that the
Stipulation is not accepted by the Department, the parties agtee not to contend that the Depariment
has been prejudiced or biased in any manner by the consideration of this attetapted resolution.

6. The patlies to this Stipulation agtee (hat the atlorney ot other agent for the Division of
Legal Services and Compliance may appear before the Department, without the presence of
Respondent, for purposes of speaking in suppotl of (his agreement and answering questions (lat
the Department may have in contiection with deliberations on the Stipulation.

7, Respondent is informed that should the Department adopt this Stipulation, the
Department's Final Decision and Order is a public record and will be published in accordance with
standatd Department procedure,

8  The Division of Legal Services and Conapliance joins Respondent in recommending
that the Department adopt this Stipulation atd issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

W %& to/! 4/20 2

éyA° Monen, LP'C-LT,, CS.A.C,, Respondent " Date
Ladysmith, W1 54848
Cestificate No, 16426-132

%. %//7(9‘ | 10/21/21

| Nicholas Dalla Santa, Prosecuting Aftoruey Date
Deparlment of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Legal Setvices and Compliatics
P.0. Box 7190
Madison, WI153707-7190




