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STATE OF wrscoNSIN
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IN TI-IE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

JEFFREY A, AHONEN, L.P,C,-I.T., C.S.A.C.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER0008173

Divjsioii of Legfl[ Services and Complialice C{ise No. 20 RSA 013

The parties  to this action foi. the pui.pose of wis,  Star.  §  227.53  ai.e:

Jefi`i.cy A, Ahoneii, L,P,C,-I.T., C.S.A`C.
Ladysmith, WI 54848

Wisconsin Departinei]t of sttfety  and Pi`ofessioiial  Sei`vices
P.O. Box 8368
Madisoit, WI 53708-8368

Division of Legal Set.vices and Compliance
Depa[.tinent of safety and Pi.ofessional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties in  this inattei. agi.ee  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of the attached  Stipulalioii as
the  filial   disposition   of this   rna(tei.,   stibject  to  the  appi'oval   of  the   Dep8i`tl`ient  of  Safety  fli}d
ProfessionRI Sol.vices (Depai.lmenl).   The Depai.lmenl lias  I.eviewed tliis Stip`]lalion  and  oonsi(lcrs
i t acceptable.

Accoi.djngly,  the Departmeiit  in this mallor adopts  ttie at(ached Stipulation and makes  the
following Findil`gs of Fact, Concliisions of Law, and Ordei..

FINDINGS OF FACT

I,            Jeffi.ey  A.  Ahonen,  L.P.C.-I.T„  C.S,A`C,  (Respolident),  O'ofti`  of Bit.th  I 960)  is
certif[ed  in  the  state  of Wisconsin  to  pi.aclice  as  a  cliiiical  subslance  abuse  coui}selor,  havlLig
cerlificate iiumber  16426-132, fii.st issued on February 28, 2020 ai`d cui`i`en( thi.ough Febi`uary 28,
2023, i  Rcspondenl \va8 also  coi`lified 8s  siibstanco abuse  oounselcii`  ill lL`aining, having cerlirioate
number   17756-130,   fii`st   issued   on   Mai.oh   31,   2016   and   expii.ed   on   Febi'uary   28,   2021.2

I  Respoi`deiil  j`s  818o  llceiiscd  lo  pr8olic© fls  fl  pi.ofesgional co``nsoloi.-in-`i'alnlng,  l`aving  licciisc  ii`imbei. 4497-226.

Hingl  issued  on October 22,  2019  niid ci`mci`l  `lii`ci`igli  Oclobor  22,  2023.

2 The s`ib§taiice ob`ise co\ii`seloi' ii` mj`ijng col.tifica[c is ]iot s\1bject to I.oiiewfll qs Rospondei`t is ullowcd only two

renewals of siicli cei.lir[cate, which  oco``ITed  lil 2017  fll`d 2019,  See Wis,  Slol.  § 440.88(4).



Respondent's   most   recent   flddress   on   file   with   the   Wisconsin   Depnilment   of  Safety   find
Pi`ofessional Services is in Ladysmith, Wisconsin 54848.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondeut was employed as a therapist fit
a cljulc in Ladysmitl\ Wisconsin (Clinic).

3.           While   employed   at   the   Clinic,   from   December   10,   2018   to   May   10,   2020,
RespendeiiL failed  lo dcountent clionl sol.I+ices  in a (imely manner.

4.           Corrcotive  action was  taken by the clinic  on  February 26,  2020, attd  Respondent
was suspended  from scoing clien{s and  given one week lo coniplcte any missiiig documentation.
Respendent failed to complete the missing dooumentatlon within one week,

5,           On  May   10,  2020,  Respondeiit  was  tcrmimted  from  the  cljulc  for  failure  to
document,

6.            On  May  JO,  2021,  Respondent rapoiied  lo  the  Depal.tment  that  he  may have  an
underlying mentfll health condition that adversely affects his at]inty to perform ce"aim aspects of
his work`

7.           In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law  and  Ordei``

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.            The Departmenlhasjurisdictioii to flcl jn this nrattor pursuflnt to wis. Shat. §  440,88,
and is authorizecl to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis, Stat,  § 227.44(5),

2`           By  the  conduct described  in the Findings  ot` Faof` Respondent failed  to maintain
adequate records relttting to services provided n client in the course of a pi.ofessional ielationchip
within the mcaniiig of wis. Admin. Code § SPS  164.0] (2)(t).

3.           As a result of the  above  conduct, Respendent is  subjcot  to  disciphae piirsuant to
Wig,  Stat.  §  440.88(6).

ORDER

I.            The attached stipulation js accepted,

2,           Respondent is REPRIMANDED,

3.            Tile  coi`tificate  issued  to  Respondent  (certifroate  no,16426-132)  to  practice  as  a
cliiiical substance abuse counselor, is LIMITED as follows:

a.            For a period offlt least oi`e (I) year from the tlate oflhis order:



It is Respondeiit's 1.esponsibility to fli'i'ange for quai`tei`ly wi`itten I.eports

(woi.k  I.epoi.ts)  to  be  subiiiitted  to  (he  Depai.tmen`  Monitor  fi.olli  his
supervisor a(  each setting  ill whiclt  Respondent pl.actioed  }]rofessionfll
couiiseliiig   ill   lhe   pi.evioits   quai`tcr.   Those   woi`k   repoi'ts   shall    be
submitted   ns  dii`ected   by  the  Depai.tm8nt  Moiiitoi.,   and  shall   assess
Respondenl's dociimeiilalioii prorlcieiiey, and  shall  include lhc [iumber
of  houi's   of  active   pi.actice  as  a   olillical   s`ibstaiice  abuse  counsetoi.
wol`ked   dul.ing    that   q`lai.ler.    If   a   wol`k   i`epol.I    indicates    less    lhnii
satisfactory  doc`imentation  pi.oficiency,  the  Depai.tment  may  institute

appropi.iate col.rectivc limi[a(ions ill i(s disci.elioii.

ii.            Any woi'k i`eports submitted to fulfill the i`eq`iirements offlny oi.dei. tltttt
may  be  e[itei.ed  in  Division  of Legal  Set.vices  aild  Conipliaiice  case
n`imber 20 CPC 019 nifly be used to fulfill the woi.k I.epoi`t requirements
of this  oi.dei.,

Within thil`ty  (30)  days  of the date  of this Orde!`,  Respondent shall,  a{ his
own expelise, undci.go a fitness  foi. pl.ac(ice eva]ucilion witli  a pi.e-approved

psychiati'ist or psychologist (Eval`iatoi') who has not pi.ovided  li`eatmont to
Respolldenl   and    is   expel.iejlced   in   eva[ilating   whelhcr   a   heal(h   care

pi.ofessionaL is fit (o pi.actice:

i.            Piioi.  to  evflluation.   Respctitdent  shall   pi.ovide   a  copy   of  this  Filial
Decision aiid Oi.der to the Evaluatoi`.

ii.           Respoiideiil shall identify and pi.ovido the Evaluatoi` whh authorizations
to  communicate  with  all  plrysicians,  mental  health profession€\1s,  and
facilities al which Respondeiit has been t[.Sated or evalitated.

lit.            Within  fifteen  (15)  days  of the  oonipletLon  of the ev:tluation,  a  \yl`itten
I.eport  i`egal.diiig  {hc  I.esl`lls  ctf the  assessnlent  shall  be  s`ibl`iitted  to  lhe

Depal.tment  Moni(or  at  tl`e  address   below.  The  I.eport  shall  addi`ess
whethci.  Respoiideiit  suffei.s  from  any  conditioii(8)  (hat  niay  i[itei`ferc
with  his  ability  to  pi.8ctice  Safely  and  competeiitly  and,  if  so,  shall

pl`ovide any I.ecommended limilalioiis foi` safe and competei`t pi.aclice.

iv`            Respoiident sliall execute necessfli'y docuinents authorizji]g the Division
to  oblajn  i.ecoi.ds  of t[io  evaluation,  and  to  discuss Respondent  and  his
case   with   the   Eval"toi`.     Respoiideiit   shall   execi]te   all   I.eleases
i`ecessary   lo  i)ei.niit  disclosui.a  of  the  fiiial  ovalualion  repoi`t  to   the
Depai.tinent  oi.  its  designee.    Cei`tifled  copies  of  the  fiii@l  evaluation
I.epoi`t   shall    be    adndssible    ill   any   future   pi.ooeeding   before    the
Depai`tment.

V, If lhe Evaluatoi. dcterinines ll\at Respondeiit js. not rlt to pi`aclice or is fil
for  pi`actice   witli   limitations,   the   Depfll.lment   or   its   de8ignee   liiay
suspeiid    Rcb'pondoiil'8     license    u]itil     Rcspondeiit    pi`ovjdes     proof



Vl.

stlfficient to convillce the Depnl.tnlent or its desjgilee tl"t Respoil(lellt is
able   lo  pi`acLjce  with  i`easonable   skill  flu(I  safe(y  of patieiits  and   the

piiblic   and   does   iiot   s`iffer   from   any   condition   which   prevents
Respoiidenl fi-om practiciLig in that mannci``

lf the Evflluatol. detei.mines that Respo[i((ent is  fit to practice oL. is  fit to

practice  with   limjlalions,   lhe   Depai.lmenl  oi.  its   designee   may   limit
Respoiident'b`    licei`se    in    a   iiianiiei.   to    addi`ess    nny    concei'ns    the
Depai`lmeiit  oi` ils  (lesignee  has  as  a 1.esull of ll`e conducl  sel  out jn  (he

Findings ofFact and to <iddi`ess any l`ecommei}d8tions I.esiilting from the
cvalua(loll,  inclu(ling,  b`it iiot liniiLed  to:

I.    Psychotherapy, atRespondent's expense, by a therapist approved by
lhe I)Opal.(ment or its designce,  to address speciflc tl'ea(melt[ goals,
with quartei'ly i'epoi.ts to  (ho Depot.tment by the thei'apist,

2.    Addl`ional    pi.ofessiona[    ed`tcation    in    airy    idoii'jried    ai.eas    of
deficiency`

3,     ReslL`iclioi]s     on     the    nalul'c     of    practice,    pi.actice    se(lillg,     ol`

i'equii.elnen(s for 8iipei`vision of pi'actice by a professiotial appi`oved
by  the  Depai.(meiil,  with  I)eriodic  I.epoi`L8  to  the  Dei)ai'Lmen(  by  the
supei.visoi`.

vii.    Res`polident is I.esponsible fol. elisuring that the results of the evaluation al.a
se]it to the Depai.lment Moiiitoi..

vjii.   Ally filiiess  to pi'aotice eval`iation undei.gone to fulfill  the i`eq`iii.emelils of
any   Order   lhat   iiiay    be   entei`ed    !t`   Division    or   Legfll    Se]vlces    and
Colnpljance case ii`imbei. 20  CPC  019 mfly  be ttsed  Lo  fulfill  the fitliess  to

pi.acrice evaluation req`iiL`enients of this oi'dei`.

4,           Withirmincty (90) tlays fi.oiit the date of this oi.her, Respondent shall pay cosrs
of tliis matter in the ainoimt of $446.00,

5 ,            Any i.equesfs, petitions, payments of costs (inade payable to Depai.tlnent of safely
and Pi.ofessional Services),  aiid other infol.malion requji.ed by this Oi.dor shall be submjt`ed lo:

Depal`tlnent Moiii tor.
Division Of Legal Services and Co]xpliallce

Depai`tment of Safety and Professional Set.vices
P,O. Box 7190, Madison, WI  53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoriiig@wiscon8iii.gov

Respondent may Hlso submit this inf`oi.mz`tion online €\t: https://dspsmonitoi.ing.wi.gov



(],            Ill  the  evel`{  Respoiident  viol{ites  any  tern  Of  this  Oi`dei',  Re^spondent's  license

(Iicelise  Ilo.16426-132),  oi`  Respoii(lciit'S  right  to  I..Snow  liis  license,  may,  in  the  disoi`elion  of the
Depai.lmel`t oi. its deslgliee, be SUSPENDED, witho`it fui`thei. notice oi` heal`lng, `intil Respondelit
hascompliedwi(htlietei'msoflhoOi.den.ThoDepai'lmon[may,inadditionand/orinlhealLei.Iiativc
i'efor  any  violation  of this  Ol.de[.  to  tile  Division  of Legal  Sei`vjces  and  Compliance  foi`  ful.thei.
iiivcs[igalion  and  action,

7`             Tl`is ol`del. is offeclivo oil the da`e ofi(s sigiiing,

WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT 0F SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Oii Behalf of the Depai.lmont

ci ,-,;~} \ -

Dnte



STATE 0F WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF SAFETY ANI) PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

JEFFREY A. AHONEN, L,P.C.-I.T`, C,S,A,C.`
RESPONDENT,

STIPULATION

ORDER 0 0 0 8 17 3

Division of Legal Services and Complialice Cflse No, 20 RSA 013

Jeffi.ey  A. Ahonen, L,P.C.-I.T„  C.S,A.C.  q`espoi`dent),  {ind  the Division of Leg<il SOL.vices
aiid Compliallco, Depal'lme]ll of safety and Pl`ofessiolial Sei'vjces stiplilate as follows`,

i,    This Stjp\ilation is entei.ed iiito as a I.esiilt of fl pending investigation by the Division of
Legal  Sci.vices  an(I  Coinplianco.   Respondeiil  consents  {o  the  resolittion  of this  invesljgalion  by
Stipr,latiol,.

2,     Respoi`denl  ulldei'§tands  Lhal  by  sigiijng  this  Stip`ilalioii,  RespolidenL  volLiii(ai`ily  and

knowingly waives the following rights:

•      tile I.ighf to a hearing on lhe allegations againstRespondeiit, at which tinie the state has the

burden of proving those allegations by a pl.eponclei.Once of the evidence;
•      the i`ight to  confi`oiit ai`d  ci.ass-examitie  [he witnesses agaiiistRespondent;
•      the  right  to  call  witiiesses  on  Respolrdent's  behalf and  to  conipel  their  attendaiice  by

subpoena;
•      the rigli¢ to testify on Respondent`s own behalf;
•       the iighuo rile objections lo any proposed dccjsion aiid lo pi`oseiil bi'iefs  oi. oi.al  ai.guinenls

to the officials who ai'e to  I.endel` the filml  decisioii;
•       (he i.igh'( to poLilioi\ fo"ehearing; and
•      all othel. applicable rights afforded to RespondeiiL ui]dei` the united sti!tes constttutioii, the

Wiscousiii Constitiitioii,  the Wiscoiisin Statutes,  the Wisconsin Adminisli.ativc  Code,  aiid
othei. pl.ovlsions of state or fcdei`al  law.

3.    Respondent is  awa].e of Respoiident's  right to  seek legal  l`epi`eseitfation  z`nd  has  beeti

provided all opt)oL`Luiiity to obtain legal counsel  befoi.e sigiring lhis Stipulalioll,

4.     Reapondent  agrees  to  the  adoption  of` the  aft.iched  Final  Decision  and  Oi.der
Wisconsin  Depai`lmenL  c)I Safety  and  Pi.ofcssioiial  Services  (DepaiLlmeii[).     The  pai`ties
Stii)`ilat!on  consent to  the entry  of the  attached  Fjiial  Decision al`d  Oi'dei` withollt ful.thei` notice,

pleadiLig, appearance or coiiseiit of llie pal.lies.   Respoirdenl waives all  I.igh(s  (o ally  appeal  of llie
Depai`tn`ent's Oi`dei`, if adopted  in the foi`in as ,ittached.

5,     Jf the terms  of this  SLipulation  ai`e  not  acceptable  [o  the Dopai.lment,  the p8i`Lies shall
not  be  boLind  by  the  contents  of this  Stipulation,  an{l  (he  matter  shall  tl`en  be  i.eful.iied  to  the



Division  of  Legal   Sei`vices   and   Compliance  foi`   fLii`thei.  p[.oceedings,     In  the   eveiit  that  the
Stipula(ionisiiotacceptedbythoDeparlmeiit,thepi`[`lies`agi.eeiiottocontelrdthz`ttheDeparlnlent
hasbeenpl.ejudiccdoi.biasedinnnymalillei.byllieconsideratiouoftlii§atteitiptedresol\ition.

6.     The pal.lies  to this Stip`ilalioi` ttgrec lhat the altoi'1icy ol` ollier agent for the Divisioii  of

Legal  Sei'vices  and  Compliance  may  appear  befoi.e  the  Depai.tmeiit,  withoi]t  the  pl`esence  ot`
Respolldelt(,  for piii.po§cs  of spcakilig  in s`ippoi`l  of (his  agiT3ement  al`d  answorillg qttestioiis  that
tlie Depailmelil may ltnve in connection witli deliberations on tlie Stipultition.

7,     Rcspon(loiit   Ls   ilifol'med   ll`al   should   `hc   Dcpal.tment   adopt   this   Slipula[iol`,   Ihc
Depar[ment'sFiiialDecision<indOrderisapublicrecordandwmbepubJishedinaccoi`dancewith
s taiid ai.d D ep aL`tmeiit pi`o ccd`i i`e.

8.    The Division of Legal  Set.vices  aiid  Compliance joins  Respoiident in  I.ecolrmendillg
lhattheDepai.tmeiitadoptlhisStipulationaiidissuctheflttache(lFinalDecisionandOi.dei..

Ladysinith, WI 54848
Cei.tificate No.16426-132

•...;;-;``-.

Nicholas Dal[a SBnta,Pi.osecuting Attorney
Deparlment of Safety ai`d Pi`ofessional Services
Division of Legal Set.vices alld Colxplianco
P,O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

10/21 /21

Date


