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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR SECTION OF THE MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING
BOARD

iN THE MATTER OF DlscrpLINARy
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

JEFFREY A. AHONBN. L.P.C.-I.T., C.S.A,C.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER0008040

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 20 CPC 019

The parties to this action for (he puipose of wis.  Slat.  § 227.53 ale:

Jem.ey A.  Ahonen, L.P.C.-I.T., C.S.A.C.
Lndysmith, WI 54848

Professional Counselor Section of the Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional
Counseling and Social Wollc Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708no366

Division of Legal Set.vices and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Seivices
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The pawies in this irtatter agree to the terms and conditions  of the attached  StiptlLation as
the  final  disposition of this nial[er, subject  lo  the approval  of the Professional Counselor Section
of the Maulage and Family Therapy, Professional Couuseling and Social Work Examining Boar.d

(Section).  The Section has reviewed this Stipulation aiid considci.s it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Section  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I.           Jefflcy  A.  Ahonen,  L.P.C.-I.T.,  C.SA.C.  (Respondent)  ryeai.  of Birth  l960)  is
licensed in the state of wisconsin to practice as a professional counselor-in-training, having license
niimber  4497-226,  rust  issued  on  October  22,  2019  and  current  through  October  22,  2023.I

I  Respondent is also cei'lified to pi.aclice as a cliiiical si`bstance abuse co`lnselor, liaviiig certificate n`imbci.  16426-

132, first iss``ed  oil  Febrilary 28, 2020 oi`d  c\irrci`t  tltro``gh Febiiiary 28, 2023.



Respondent's   most   recent   address   on   ffle   with   the   Wisconsin   Depai.tment   of  Safety   and
Professional Services (Departinent) is in Ladysmith, Wiseousin 54848.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was employed as a therapist at
a clinic in Ladysnrilh, Wisconsin (Clinic).

3.           While   employed   at  the   Clinic,   from   December   10,   2018   to   May   10,   2020,
Respondent failed to documenl client services in a tinely manirer.

4.           Corrective action was taken by the clinic on February 26,  2020, and  Respondent
was suspended from seeing clients  and  given oiie week  to complete any missing documentation.
Respondent failed to complete the missing documentation within one week.

5.           On  May   10,  2020,  Respondeiit  was  terminated  from  the  clinic  for  failure  to
document.

6.           On  May  10,  2021,  Respondent reported  to  the  Department  that he may have all
underlying mental health condition that adversely affects his ability to perforin certain aspects of
his work.

7.           In  resolution  of this  imtter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of tile  following
Conclusions or Law and Ordel..

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

L.           The section has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis.  Slat.  § 457.26(2)
and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuaut to Wis. Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By  the  conduct described in the Findings  of Fact, Respondent failed to maintain
adequate records relating to services provided a client in the course of a professional relationship
witlrin the meaing of wis. Admin. Code § MPSW 20.02(18).

3.           As a result of the above conduct, Respondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis.  Slat.  § 457.26(2)(f), ®, and th).

ORDER

1.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3.           The   hceiise   issued   to   Respondent   (hcense   no.   4497-226)   to   practice   as   a
professional counselor-in-training, is LIMITED as fonows:

a.           For a period of at least one (I) year from the date of this order:

i.           It is Respondent's responsibility to art.arlge for qunrferly written reports
lo be submiued lo the Department Moirilor from his supervisor at each
setting  in  which  Respondent  practiced  professional  counseling  ill  the



pi.evious  quartet..  These  I.eports  shall  be  submitted  fls  directed  by  the
Depai.lment  Moiiitoi`,  and  shall  assess  Respondent's  documentation

proficiency, and shall include the iiumber of houi.s of active professional
counseling practice woi.ked d`ii.ing tha'  quaL.(er.  If a rcpoi.I indicates less
than satisfactory documentation pi.oficiency,  the  Section  may  institute
appi.opriate col.rective limilalions in  its discretion.

ii.           Any woi.k repoi`ts submitted to fulfill the requii.elnents of any order that
may  be  enlei.ed  in  Division  of Legal  Services  and  Compliance  case
n`imber 20 RSA 013 may be ilsed to fulfill the wol.k l`eport 1.equirements
of this ordei.,

iii`

Within thirty (30) days  of the date of this Order.,  Respondent shall,  at his
own expeiise, under.go a fitness for pi.aclice evaluation with a pi.e-appi.oved

psychiati.ist oi. psychologist (Evaluator) who has not provided ti.eatment to
Respondent   aiid   is   experienced   in   evaluating   whethei.   a   health   cai.e

pi.ofessionaL is fit (o practice:

Prioi.  to  evaluation,  Respondent  shall  provide  a  copy  of  this  Fiml
Decision and Oi.den to the Evaluator.

Respoii(lellt shall idenlify and provide the Evaliiatoi. with authol`iza(ions
to  comi`iunicate  with  all  physicians,  mental  health  pi.ofdssionals,  and
facilities at which Respondenl has been treated ol. evaluated.

Within fifteen (15) days of the completion of the evaluation, a written
repoi`t I.egarding the i.esults of the assessment shall be submitted to  the
Depailment  Monitor  at  the  address  below.  The  report  shall  addi.ess
whether  Respondent  suffei.s  fl.om  any  coiidition(s)  that  may  intei.fei.e
with  his  ability  to  practice  safely  and  competently  and,  if  so,  shall

provide any I.ecommended limilalions for safe and competent pi`actice.

Respondent shall execute necessary documents authoi.izing the Division
to  obtain i.ecords  of lhe evaluation,  and  lo  discuss  Respondent  and his
case   with   the   Evel`iator.     Respondent   shall   execute   all   releases
necessai.y   lo  permit  disclosure  of  the   final  evaluation  repoi.I  to   lhe
Section  oi.  its  designee.   Certified  copies Of the  final  evalLiation I.epoi.t
shall be admissible in any fufui.e pi.oceeding befoi.e the Section.

If the Evaluatoi. detei.mines that Respondent is not fit to pi`actice or is fit
for practice with limitalions,  the Sectioli oi. its  designee may suspend
Re§pondent's   license  until  Respondent  provides  pi.oof  sufficient  to
coiIvince the Section or its designee that Respoirdei`t is able lo practice
with reasonable skill and safety of patients and the public and does not
suffer  fi.om ally condition which pi.events Respondent  from practicing
in that manner.



If the Evaluator detei.lnines that Respondent is fit to practice or is fit to

practice   with   ljmitalions,    the   Sectioii   or   its   (lesignee   may   ]imil
Respondent's  license in a  inflniier to addi.ess  any  concei.ns  the  Section
or its  dcsignee has as a  I.esult of (he conduct set out  in  the  FiJidings  of.
Fact and to address any recommendations resulting fl.om the evaluation,
iiicluding, but not limiLed (o:

I.    Psychotherapy, at Respondent's expense, by a thei.apist appi.oved by
(he Scclion or its desigilee, to addi-ess specific Li-eatmenl goals, wi(h

quai`lei.ly I.eports to the Section by the therapist.

2.    Additional   professioiial   education    in   any    identified   ai.eas    of
deficiency.

3,    Resti.ic[ioiis    on    the    nat\ire    of   pi.actice,    pi.actice    setting,    or
requirements for supervision of pi.actice by a professional approved
by   the   Section,   wi(h   pet.iodic   I.eports   to    (he   Sec(ion   by   the
supei.visor.

vii.     Respondenl  is I-esponsibLc foi. ei`sui.ing (liat  the i`esults of the evaluation ai.c
sent to the Depai`tment Monitor.,

viji.    Any  fitness  Lo pi'actice evaluation uiidei-gone to fulriJ]  the I.equii.emcnts  of
any   Order   thtit   may   be   entei.ed   jn   Divisioii   of.  Legal   Sei.vices   and
Compliance case number 21  RSA 013  may be used  to fulfill the  fitness  1o

practice evaluation reqiiil.elnents of this oi.dei..

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this oi.dei., Respoudeiit shall pay cosTS
of this i"ttei. in the amount of $527.00.

5.           Any I.equests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional  Sei'vices), and other infoi.inaljon required by this Oi.dcr shall be submitted to:

Depai.(inent Monitoi.
Division of Legal Services and Compliaiice

Department of safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI   53707-7190

Telephoile (608) 266-2112; Fflx (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also subinit this information online at: https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov

6.           In  the  event  Respondent  violates  any  tei.in  of this  Oi.dei.,  Respondciit's  license

(license no. 4497-226), ol. Respondent's right to I.enew his license, may, in the discretion of the
Section oi. its designee, be SUSPENDED, without fui.thor notice or hearing, until Respon{lent has
complied with the tei.ms of the Oi.dei.. The Section may, in addition and/oi. in the alteimtive 1.efer
any  violalion  of  this   Ordei.   to   the   Division   of  Legal   Sol.vices   aild   Compliance   for   fui.lher
investigation and action.



7.           This ol.dei. is effective on the date of its signing.

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR SECTION 0F THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING
BOARD

By: citwli&.-
A Membei. of the Section

7 I 19 I 2:02.2

Date



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELOR SECTION 0F THE MARRIAGE AND
FAMILY THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING
BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

JEFFREY A. AHONEN, L.P.C.-I.T., C.S.A.C„
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

0RDER0008C40

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 20 CPC 019

Jeffi.ey A. Ahonen, L.P.C.-I.T., C.S.A.C. (Respondent), and the Division of Legal Services
aiid Compliance, Depal.lmellt of safcly al`d Professional Sol.vices stipulale as follows:

I.           This stipulation is entered into as a result ofa pending investigation by the Division
of Legal Sol.vices aild Compliaiice.   Respondent consents lo the i`esolulion of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2.           Rcspondent  undei.stands  that  by  sigiiing  this  stipulation,  Respondeiit  voluntai.ily
and knowingly waives the following I.ights:

•     the right to a heal.ing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the state has the
biii`den of proving those allegalioiis by a preponderance of the evidence;

•     the righHo confront and cross-examine the witliesses against Respondent;
•     the  i.ighL  lo  call  wiliiesses  on  Respondent's  behalf  and  to  compel  theiL-  attendance  by

subpoena;
•     the i.ight to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to pi.esent bi`iefs or oi.al ai.guments

to the officials who are to I.ender the final decision;
I     the I.ight to petition foi. 1.ehearing;  and
•     all othei. applicable rights affoi.ded to Respondent undei` the United states constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wiscollsin Administi.alive Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.           Respondent  is  awol.e  of Respoiident's  right  to  seek  legal  representation  and  has
been pi.ovided an opportuiiity to obtain legal counsel befoi.e signing this Stipi`latioii.

4.            Respondent agi.ees to the adoption of.the attached Final  Decision and oi.dei. by tlie
Wisconsin  Pl.ofessional  Coullselor  Section  of the  Marl.iage  and  Family  Therapy,  Pi.ofessional
Counseling and  Social  Work Examilling Boai.d (Section).   The pailies to  the Stipulation consent
lo the enlry of the attached Final Decision and Order without fui'ther notice, pleading, appearance
or consent  of the pal.lies.    Respondent  waives  all  rights  to  any  appeal  of the  Section's  order,  if
a(lopled in the form as attached.



5.           If the terlns of this stipulation ai.e not <icceptable to tile section the parties shall not
be bound by the coiitents of this Stipulation, and the mat(ei` shall  then be I.et`ii`ned to the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance for fui.ther proceedings.   In tlie event that the Stipulatioii is not
accepted by the  Sectjoii,  the pai`lies  agi.ce JloL to contend  that  the Section  has  been pi.ejudiced or
biased in any lnanner by the consideration Of this attempted I.esolution.

6,            The parties to this s(ipulation agree that llie altoi.I)ey oi. oLhei. ageiil foi. the Division
of Legal Services and Compliflnce and any member of the Section ever assigned  as an advisor in
this  iiivcstigalio[i  may  appeal. before the  Section  in open oi. closed session,  without  the pi.esence
of Respondent, for purposes of speaking jn suppol.I of this agreelllent and answering questions that
any   member  of  lhc   Section  may  have  in  coniiection  with   deliberatioils  on  the  S(ipulation,
Additionally, any siich advisor may vote on whethei. the Section shoiild accept this Stipulation and
issLLe  the attached Fiiral Decision aiid OrdeL`.

7.           Respondent is informed that should the section adopt this stipulation, the section'§
Final  Decision  aiid  Oi'dcr  is  a  public  I.ecord  and  will  be  published in  accordance  with  staiidai`d
Depaithent pi.ocedure.

8.           The    Division    of    Legal    Services    aiid    Compliallce    joins    Respondcllt    in
I.ecommending the Section .idopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and ()I.dei..

Ladysmith, WI 54848
License No. 4497-226

Nicholas Dalla Santa, Prosec`iting Attorney
Depai.tment of Safety and Pi.ofessioi`al Sol.vices
Division of Legal Set.vices and Compliance
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

1 0/20/21

Date


