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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STEPHEN J. MUEHLENBEIN, M.D.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER0007858

Division of`Legal  Services and Compliance Case No. 20 MED 076

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Stephen J. Muehlenbein, M.D.
Naples, FL 341 10

Wisconsin Medical Examining Board
P.O.  Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties  in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached  Stipulation as
the  final  disposition  of this  matter,  subject  to  the  approval  of the  Medical  Examining  Board

(Board).  The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.            Respondent stephen J. Muehlenbein, M.D. (Year of Birth  1969),  is licensed in the
state of wisconsin to practice medicine and surgery, having license number 57310-20, first issued
on June 5, 2012, with registration currently expired as of November  I, 2019.I  Respondent's most
recent  address  on  file  with  the   Wisconsin  Department  of  Safety   and   Professional   Services

(Department) is in Naples, Florida 34110.

I  Pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 440.08, Respondent maintains the right to renew his license through October 31,

2024.



2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent practiced diagnostic radiology.

3.            On   November   30,   2013,   Patient   A,   a   4l-year-old   female,   presented   to   the
emergency  department  of an  Illinois  medical  center  with  chest  pain.  A  CT  Angio  Chest  was
obtained and sent to Respondent for review.

4.           Respondent reviewed the cT Angio chest and charted his findings as: aneurysmal
dilation of the origin  left subclavian  artery; prominence of the aortic root; no  aortic dissection or
obvious   active   aortic   leak;   large   left-sided   and   small   right-sided   effusions;   and   significant

pericardial  fluid in  intermediastinal  fluid.

5.           Respondent failed to identify a pseudoaneurysm on the anterior part of patient A's
aorta and should have assumed the fluid around the patient's left lung and fat stranding around the

patient's heart was blood, regardless of whether there was an active leak or not.

6.           Respondent's  report did  not properly characterize his findings and failed to stress
the urgent nature of Patient A's  condition.  The delay  in  care  led Patient A to  suffer a permanent
brain injury.

7.            In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I.           The  wisconsin  Medical  Examining  Board  has jurisdiction  to  act  in  this  matter

pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 448.02(3), and is authorized to enter intc> the attached Stipulation pursuant
to  Wis.  Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           Based on the  Findings ofFact,  Respondent engaged  in  unprofessional  conduct by
departing  from  or failing to  conform  to  the  standard  of minimally  competent medical  practice
which  creates  an  unacceptable  risk  of harm  to  a patient  or the  public  whether  or not the  act  or
omission resulted in actual harm to any person, pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § Med  I 0.03(2)(b).

3.           As  a  result of the  above  conduct,  Respondent  is  subject to  discipline pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 448.02(3).

ORDER

I.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent is REPRIMANDED.

3.           Respondent's  license  to  practice  medicine  and  surgery  in  the  state  of wisconsin,

(license number 57310-20), and his right to renew sugh license, is LIMITED as follows:

a.            Within six months of the date of this order,  Respondent shall  successfully
complete  five  hours  of education  on the  topic  of radiologic  interpretation
and reporting of acute aortic injury, aortic aneurysms, and aortic dissection.



Respondent shall be responsible for obtaining the course(s) required under
this  Order,  for  providing  adequate  course  descriptions  to  the  Department
Monitor,   and   for   obtaining   pre-approval   of   the   course(s)   from   the
Wisconsin     Medical     Examining    Board,     or    its     designee,     prior    to
commencement of the course(s).

The  Board's  monitoring  liaison  may  change  the  number  of credit  hours
and/or  education  topics  in  response  to  a  request  from  Respondent.  The
monitoring   liaison   may   consider  the  topic   availability   and/or  hours   of
education  when  determining  if a  change  to  the  ordered  education  should
occur.

Within  30  days  of completion  of the ordered  education,  Respondent  shall
submit proof of successful completion of the ordered education in the form
of   verification   from   the    institution    providing   the   education   to   the
Department Monitor at the address stated below.

Respondent is responsible for all costs associated with compliance with this
educational requirement.

None of the education completed pursuant to this requirement may be used
to  satisfy  any  other continuing  education  requirements  that have  been  or
may be instituted by the Board or Department.

4.           Within 90 days from the date of this order,  Respondent shall pay cosTS  of this
matter in the amount of $688.00.

5.           Requests for course approval, proof of successful course completion, and payment
of costs (made payable to the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services) shall be
sent by Respondent to the Department Monitor at the address below:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal  Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@,wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at:   https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov.

6.           In  the  event  Respondent  violates  any  term  of this  Order,  Respondent's  license

(number 57310-20), or Respondent's right to renew his license, may, in the discretion of the Board
or its designee, be SUSPENDED, without further notice or hearing, until Respondent has compliecd
with the terms of the Order. The Board may, in addition and/or in the alternative refer any violation
of this Order to the Division of Legal Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.



7.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

By: J^A.uav-,rwl
A Member of the Board

16 February 2022

Date



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE ThH MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

IN TIH MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STEPREN J. MUEIILENBEIN, M.D.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

0RDER0007858

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 20 MED 076

Respondent  Stephen  J.  Muehlenbein,  M.D.,  and  the  Division  of  Legal  Services  and
Compliance, Department of Safety and Professional Services, stipulate as follows:

I.          This stipulation is entered into asaresult ofapending investigation bytheDivision
of Legal Services and Compliance.  Respondent consents to the resolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2.          Respondent understands that by signing this  stipulation,  Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the state has the
burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•    the right to confront and cross-exanine the witnesses against Respondent;
•     the  right  to  call  witnesses  on  Respondent's  behalf and  to  compel  their  attendance  by

subpoena;
•    the right to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•    the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments

to the officials who are to render the final decision;
•    the right to petition for rehearing; and
•     all other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the united states constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution. the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.          Respondent  is  aware of Respondent's right to  seek legal  representation  and has
been provided an opportunity to obtain legal counsel before signing this Stipulation.

4.          Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by the
Wisconsin Medical Examining Board Q}oard). The parties to the Stipulation consent to the entry
of the attached Final Decision and Order without further notice, pleading, appearance or consent
of the parties. Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of the Board's order, if adopted in the
form as attached.



5.          If the teus of this stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the paties shall not
t>eboundbythecontentsofthisStipulation,andthemattershallthenberetunedtotheDivision
ofLegalServicesandComplianceforfurtherproceedings.IntheeventthattheStipulationisnot
acceptedbytheBoard,thepartiesagreenottocontendthattheBoardhasbeenprejudicedort)iased
inanymannerbytheconsiderationofthisattemptedresolution.

6.          The parties to this stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent forthe Division
of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an advisor in
thisinvestigationmayappearbeforetheBoardinopenorclosedsession,withoutthepresenceof
Respondent,forpulposesofspeakinginsupportofthisagreementandansweringquestiousthat
any  member  of  the  Board  may  have  in  cormection  with  deliberations  on  the  Stipulat].on.
Additionally,anysuchadvisormayvoteonwhethertheBoardshouldaceeptthisStipulationand
issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

7.          Respondent is infomed that should the Board adopt this stipulation, the Board's
Final Decision and Order is a public record and will  be published in accordance with standard
Department procedure.

8.

rcoommending the Board adopt this Stipulation and issue the atta;hed Final Derision and Order.
The    Division    of   Legal    Services    and    Compliance   joins    Respondent    in

cJ „LZ,
hen J. Muehlenbein, M.D., Respondent

FL 34110
License No. 573 10-20

\Tf,:-)f,.....`-.......,..

Julie Zinmer, Prosecuting Attorney
Department of Safe.y and Professional Services
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

1 /26/2022
Date


