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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE SOCIAL WORKER SECTION OF THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARI)

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STEVE R. HALLETT, S.W.
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER0007834

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance Case No.19 SOC 073

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53  are:

Steve R. Hallett, S.W.
Merrill, WI 54452

Wisconsin Social Worker Section of the Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional
Counseling and Social Work Examing Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final  disposition of this  matter,  subject to the approval  of the  Social  Worker  Section  of the
Marriage   and   Family   Therapy,   Professional   Counseling   and   Social   Work   Examing   Board
(Section).   The Section has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Section  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I.            Steve R. Hallett, S.W. (Respondent), (Year of Birth  1970) is licensed in the state of
Wisconsin  as  a social  worker,  having certificate  number 3458-120,  first  issued  on  May  4,1994.
The license expired on February 28, 2021  and has not been renewed, but remains active pursuant
to the state of Wisconsin's Emergency Order #2.   Pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 440.08(3), Respondent
retains the right to renew upon payment of a fee  until  February 27,  2026'.   Respondent's  most

I  Respondent is also certified in the state of Wisconsin as a substance abuse counselor, having certificate number

12944-131, first issued on January 3, 2003.  This certificate expired on February 28, 2021  and has not been renewed.



recent  address  on  file  with  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Safety  and  Professional   Services

(Department) is in Merrill, Wisconsin 54452.

2.           At  all times  relevant to  these  proceedings,  Respondent was  employed as  a social
worker at a school located in lrma, Wisconsin (School) via a state agency (Agency).

3.           The  Department received  a  complaint  from the  Agency  related  to  Respondent's
counseling relationship with Patient A.

4.            On  July   11,  2019,  during  an  interview  conducted  with  the  School,  Respondent
admitted  disclosing  to  Patient  A  personal   life  details  that  he  would  not  ordinarily  disclose.
Respondent also admitted to crossing the boundary between counselor and patient as well as losing
his  objectivity  with  respect  to  providing  fair  and  professional  care  to  Patient  A.    Respondent
maintains that the exchange of personal information was done in an effort to build a rapport with
Patient A.

5.           On August 21,  2019,  Respondent was  terminated  from  the  Agency.   Respondent
appealed the termination and was allowed to resign as part of a settlement agreement.

6.           In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I.           The  section  has jurisdiction  to  act  in this  matter pursuant to  wis.  Stat.  § 457.26,
and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Respondent violated wis. Admin.
Code  §  20.02(13),  by  failing  to  avoid  dual  relationships  or  relationships  that  may  impair  the
credentialed person's objectivity or create a conflict of interest.

3.           As a result of the above violations, Respondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  §  457.26(2).

ORDER

I.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           The  VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  by  Respondent  of his  certificate  to  practice
social work in the state of Wisconsin (certificate no. 3458-120), as well as his right to renew such
certificate,  is accepted.

3.           In  the  event  Respondent  petitions  the  Section  for  reinstatement  of his  license  to

practice  social  work  in  the  state  of Wisconsin  or  applies  for  another  credential  in  the  state  of
Wisconsin under Wis. Stat. chs. 440 through 480, Respondent shall pay the costs of this matter in



the amount of $734.00, before any petition or application for a credential will be considered by the
applicable board or Department.

4.           In the event Respondent petitions the  section for reinstatement as a social worker,
the    Section    may    enter   an    order    denying    such    application    without    further    notice    or
hearing.   Whether to  grant a  certificate and whether to  impose  any  limitations  or restrictions  on
any  certificate  granted  shall  be  in  the  sole  discretion  of the  Section  and  such  decision  is  not
reviewable.

5.           Any requests, petitions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional Services), and other information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov

6.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN SOCIAL WORKER SECTION OF THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

By:
J4-J`4\,w,-

A Member of the Section Date
2/11 /2022



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE sOcIAL wolacER SECTION OF TI-IE MARRIAGE AND FAMILy
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAlj COUNSELING AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
I'ROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STEVE R. HALLETT, S.W.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

0RDER0007834

Division of Legal Sei`vices and Compliance Case No.19 SOC 073

Steve R. Hallett, S.W.  qiespondeiit) alld the Division of Legal  Scl.vices and Compliance,
Depai.tmeiit of safety and Professional Sei.vices, stipiilate as follows:

1.           This stipulation is entei.ed into as a I.esult ofa pending investigation by the Division
of Legal Services and Compliance.  Respoirdent coiisents to the I.esolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2`           Respondent  undei.stands  that  by  s`igning this  stipulatioii,  Respoirdent voluntai.ily
and knowiiigly waives the following rights:

•     the i.ight to a heal.ing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the state has the
b`irden of proving those allegations by a pi.eponderance of the evidence;

•     the i.ight to confi.ont aiid cross-examine the witnesses against Respondent;
•     the  i.ight  to  call  witnesses  on  Respondent's  behalf aiid  to  conxpel  their  attendance  by

subpoeiia;
•     the l`ight to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the I.ight to file objections to ally pi.oposed decision and to present bi.iefs or oi.al ai.guments

to the officials who  al.e to rendei` the final decision;
•      the i`ight to petition for I.eheaL.ing; and
•     all otlier applicable 1.ights afforded to Respondeiit uiidei` the uiiited states constitiitioii, the

Wiscolisin Coiistitiition, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Admiiiistrative Code, aiid
othei. provisions of state oi. federal  law.

3.           Respoirdent  is  awai.e  of Respondent's  I.ight  to  seek  legal  representation  and  has
been provided all oppoi.tunity to obtaiii legal counsel befoi.e signing this Stipulation.

4.           Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and oi.dei. by the
Wisconsin  Social  Woi`kei`  Section  of the Mat.I.iage  aiid  Family Thei.apy,  Pi`ofessiolial  Counseling
and Social Woi.k Examing Board (Sectioii)`   The pai`ties to the Stipulation consent to the enti`y of
the attached Final Dcoision aiid Oi.dci. without fui.thei` iiotice, pleading,  appeai`ance oi. conseiit of
tlie parties.  Respoiident waives all rights to any appeal of the Boai.d's ordei., if adopted in the foi`m
as attached.



5.            If the terms  of{liis  stipulation  ai.e  not  acceptable  to  the  section,  the  pal.ties  shall
not  be  bouncl  by  the  conteiits  of this  Stipiilatioii,  and  tlie  niatter  shall  then  be  i.etui`ned  to  the
Division  of  Legal  Set.vices   a]id   Compliance   for  fiirthei.  pi.oceedings.     In   the   event   that  the
Stip`ilation  is  iiot  accepted  by  the  Section,  the  patties  agi.ee  iiot  tct  contend  that  the  Section  has
been prejudiced or biased in any inaiiner by tlie considel.ation of tl]is atteinpted resolution.

6.            The parties to this stiplllation agree that the attoi.hey or other. agenl for. the Divisioii
of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Section evei. assigned as an advisor ill
this investigation may appear before tlre Section  in open or closecl  session, without the preseiice
of Respondent, foi. pui.poses of speaking in suppoi't of tliis agi.eenient aiid aiiswei.ing questions that
ally   membei.  of  the   Section   may   have   in   coimecLion   with   deliberations   on   the   Stiprilatioii.
Additionally, any siich advisol. may vote on whether the Section should accept this Stipulation and
issue the attached Filral Decisioii and  Oi.dei..

7.           Respondent is infoi.ned that should the section adopt this stipulation, the section's
Final  Decision  and  Order  is  a  piib]ic  I.ecoi.d  and  will  be  piiblished  in  accoi.dance  with  standai.d
Depai`tmentpi.ocedure.

8.           The    Division    of    Legal     Set.vices    and     Compliance    joins    Respondent    in
I.ecommeiiding tile Sectioii adopt this Stipiilation alid  issue the attached Final Decisioii and  Ordei..

Hallett, S.W„ Respondent
Merrill, WI 54452
Certificate No. 3458-120

dr74in
Colleen Meloy, Prosecuting Attoi.iiey
Department of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
P.O. Box 7190
Madison,  WI 53707-7190

October 26, 2021


