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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PRO CEEDINGS AGAINST

EMILY J. BLEND, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER000782i'..

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No. 20 NUR 579

The parties to this action for the purpose of wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Emily J. Blend, R.N.
Wind Lake, WI 53185

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the tenns and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final disposition of this matter, subject to the approval of the Board of Nursing a3oard).   The
Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I.           Respondent Emily J. Blend,  R.N.,  Crear of Birth  198 I)  is  licensed in the  state of
Wisconsin  as  a  registered  nurse,  with  multistate  privileges  pursuant  to  the  Enhanced  Nurse
Licensure  Compact (Compact),  having  license number  148474-30,  first issued on  September 9,
2004, and current through February 28, 2022.   Respondent's most recent address on file with the
Wisconsin  Department  of  Safety  and  Professional  Services  @epartment)  is  in  Wind  Lake,
Wisconsin 53185 .

2.           At all times relevant to this matter, Respondent was employed as a registered nurse
at a medical center (Facility) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.



3.           In  August  2020,  the  Facj]ity  became  aware  that  Resi]ondciit,  in  her position  as
DirectorofClinicalOperations,acccssedpatienthcalthI.ecordsoffiiendsandcollcagueswithout
a    legitimate    business    purpose.    The    Facilily.s    investigation    revealed    that    Respondentis
unauthorizedaccessofpatienthealthrecordsocculTedbetween2016untilAugustof2020.

4.           On August 17, 2020, the Facility terminated Respondent's employment.

5.

Case   No.
Respondent'sunauthorizedaccess.RespendenthascooperatedwiththeDivi§ion'sinvestigation.

_.7    ___.._._-__-     -Y'`-I''``'L``''     ``'6..,+JI,J5

6.           In January of202l, Respondent oucces§fully completed  10.5 hours  of continuing
education on the topics of nusing ethics and HnAA compliance as follows:

?.           Nursing Ethics (2.5 credits).,
b_-           ¥:.i:€ FIP4A_in I_h€ Real_World: A Review (2.0 cred+ts).,
c.          ?`IP^AA qy.! Coif identiality:  Practice May `Change b;; Principles Endure

(I .0 credit);
a_.           Fr,o!e?I I?urs`e.if :  xpow_Your N_urse practice Act (1.0 oredi[).,
ec.          ¥„a:.ta.in*ng Ye.rrl*.oif e5siop_al Nursing practice (3.o credlii)`, and
I.          mpAA: What You NeedtoKnow(\.0~credit).

7.           On February  I 1, 2021, Re§pondciitunderwent a fitness to practice evaluation with
alicensedpsychologist.TheresultsoftheevaluationwereprovidedtotheDeparthientandreflect
that Respondent lias comlnitted lierself to her professional field and that her mental health status
does not affect her ability to perform her duties competently.

8.           h  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAvy.

1.           TheBoardhasjurisdictionto act inthismatterpursuant to wis.  Stat.  § 441.07 and
is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Scat.  § 227.44(5).

2.

the  patient's
7.03(3)(a).

The Department.s Division of Legal  Services and Compliance  (Division) opened
20   NUR   579   for   investigation   after   receiving   ntimerous   complaints   regarding
I,  .`-^`.+|,._I__J  _____._      r\                    ,           I

By the conduct described  in the Findings of Fact, Respondent failed to safeguard
dignity,  or  the  right  to  privacy  within  the  meaning  of Wig.  Admin.  Code  §  N

3.           As a result of the above conduct, Respondent is  subject to discipline pursuan"o
Wis.  Stat.  § 441.07(1g)a) and (d), and Wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03.

ORDER

i.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent is REPRIMANDED.



3.            The  Board  accepts  the  c:ontinujng  education  cc>urses  set  fortli  in  Fiiidings  of Fact

paragraph No.  6  In sELtisfaction of continiling ediication (he Boai.d  would o[lierwise requit.e.   Such
courses  may  not  be  used  in  satisfaction  of the  statutory  continuing  education  requirements  for
licensure or in futui.e attempts to  upgrade a credential  in  Wisconsin.

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS
of this matter in the amount of $985.00.

5.           Any requests, petilions, payments of costs (made payable to Department of safety
and Professional Services), ai`d otlier information required by this Order shall be submitted to:

D epartment Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112;  Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov.

6.            Pursuant to wis.  Stat.  §  441.51(5)(b),  Resp{indent's  multistate licen`sure privilege
to practice in all Compact states besides Wisconsin is deactivated while  Responclent's  license is
encumbered by the terns of this Order.

7.           In the event Respondent violates any term of this order, Respondent's liccnse (Ilo.
148474-30), or Respondent's  right to renew her license,  may, in the discretion of the Boat.tl or Its
dcsignee, be SUS PENDED, witho``t further notice or l]eEiring` until  Respondent hiis comi)lied with
the terms  of the Order. The Board may,  in a{ldition 'and/or in the altern:`tivc refei. .dny  violation of
this Order to the Division of Legal Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.

8.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

VISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

By: 2Zz-_
A Member of the Board of Nursing

2/10/2022
Date



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PRO CEEDINGS AGAINS T

EMILY J. BLENI), R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

0RDER000782/;.

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No, 20 NUR 579

Respondent Emily  J.  Blend,  R.N.,  and the  Division of Legal  Services  and  Compliance,
Department of Safety and Professional Services, stipulate as follows:

I.           This stipulation is entered into as aresultofapending investigatioflbytheDivision
of Legal Services and Compliance.  Respondent consents to the resolution of this investigation by
Stipulation.

2.          Respondent understands  that by signing this  stipulation,  Respondent voluntanly
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the state has the
burden of proving those aucgatious by a preponderance of the evidence;

•     the right to confront and crossngxamjne the witnesses against Respondent;
•     the  right  to  call  witnesses  on Respondent's  behalf and  to  compel  their  attendance  by

subpoena;
•     the right to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments

to the officials who are to render the flna] decision;
•     the right to petitictn for rehearing; and
•     all other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the united states constitution, the

Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and
other provisions of state or federal law.

3.           Respondent  is  aware  of Respondent's  right to  seek  legal  representation  and  has
been provided an oppemnity to obtain legal counsel before signing this Stipulation.   Respondent
is represented by Attorney Kristen Nelson.

4.           Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by the
Wisconsin  Board of Nursing (Board).   The parties to the Stipulation consent to the entry of the
attached Fiflal Decision and Order without further notice, pleading, appearance or consent of the
parties.  Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of the Board's order, if adopted in the fom as
attached.



5.           If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to theBoard, the parties shallnot
be bound by the colitents of this Stipuhtion, and the matter shall then be returned to lhe Division
of Legal Services and Compliance for further proceedings.  in the event that the Stipulation is not

Fcce|.tedbythe13oard,thepardesagreenottocontendthattheBoardhasbeenprejudicedorbiased
in any manner by the consideration of this attempted resolution.

6.           The puties to this stipulation agree thatthe attorney or other agent forthe Division
of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an advisor in
thisinvestigationmayappearbeforetlieBoardinopenorclosedsession,withoutthepresenceof
Respoiident or Respondent'.s attorney, for purposes of speaking in support or this agreement and
answering questions that any member of the Board may have in connection with dcliberatjous on
theStipulation.^ddttionally,anysuchadvi§ormayvotconwhethertheBoardshouldacceptthis
Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

7.           Respondent is  informed that should the Board adopt this  stipulation, the Board's
Final  Decision and Order is  a public record and will be published in accordance  with  standard
Department procedure.

8.

recommending the Board
The    Division    of   Legal    Services    and    Compliance   joins    Respondent    in

adopt this Stipulation and issue the atta-ched Fin;1 Decision-and Order.

•-\--I?
J. Blend, R.N., Respondent

Wind Lake, WI 53185
License No.  148474-30

330 E. FLlbourn Ave. Ste.1170
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Colleen Meloy, Prosecuting Attorney
Department of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190
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