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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

BARBARA A. ADAMS, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

Cb\-jEiR0007425

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.19 NUR 178

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Barbara A. Adams, R.N.
Merrill, WI 54452

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.O.  Box 8366
Madison, WI   53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI   53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the  final  disposition  of this  matter,  subject  to  the  approval  of the  Wisconsin  Board  of Nursing
(Board).   The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.           Barbara A. Adams, R.N. (Respondent), (Year of Birth 1950) is licensed in the state
of wisconsin as a registered nurse, having license number 65060-3 0, first issued on September 17,
1976, and current through February 28, 2022.   Respondent's most recent address on file with the
Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department) is in Merrill, Wisconsin
54452.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was employed as a registered
nurse at a facility (Facility) located in Wausau, Wisconsin.

3.           On January 31, 2019, Respondent used Machine 3A, a dialysis machine, on patient
A,  who  was  known to  Respondent to  be  diagnosed  with Hepatitis  8.  After the procedure was



complete, Respondent did not correctly label Machine 3A as the "Hepatitis 8" machine with the
sign used at the Facility.

4.           Later that day, Respondent "charted ahead" and recorded that she used Machine 1 A
on Patient 8  in Patient B's medical record.  Machine records  show that Respondent in fact used
Machine3AonPatient8,thuspotentiallyexposingPatient8toHepatitis8infection.Respondent
did not check the numbers on the machine before using them for treatment.

5.           Respondent later told  a new coworker in training  and the physician on  duty  that
Respondent possibly made an error by using the incorrect dialysis machine on Patient 8, but never
notified her manager. Respondent did not review any records or confer with other staff to confirm
whether she made an error. Management did not discover the error until February 7, 2019, seven
(7) days after the error occuITed.

6.           Respondent is not currently employed as a nurse.

7.           In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The Board hasjurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis.  Stat.  § 441.07, and
is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 227.44(5).

ORDER

1.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           The voluntary  SURRENDER of the license and privilege of Respondent, (license
no. 65060-30) to practice nursing in the State of Wisconsin or under another state license pursuant
to the Nurse Licensure Compact is hereby accepted.

3.           In  the  event  Respondent  petitions  the  Board  for  reinstatement  as  a  nurse  in  the
future, the Board may enter an order denying such application without further notice or hearing.
Whether to  grant a license  and whether to  impose  any  limitations  or restrictions  on any  license

granted shall be in the discretion of the Board.

4.           In  the  event  Respondent  petitions  the  Board  for  reinstatement  of her  license  to
practice as a nurse in the state of Wisconsin in the future, or applies for another credential with the
Department, Respondent shall pay the costs of this matter in the amount of $ 1,803.00 before any
application is considered.



5.           This orderis effectiveonthedateofits signing.

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

Tdy_ZZZ-
A Member of the Board

10 June 202 1

Date



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BIJFORE THE BOART) OJi` Nul`SING

lN 'l`1-1E MATTER OF I)TSCIPI.,INARY

S`l`lpuLATION

PROCEl]DINGS AGAINST

BARBARA A. ADAMS, R.N.,  t

cr`;EF`0007425RESPONDFINT.

Divis`jon of Legal Set.vices aiid Compliance Ca a No.19 NUR 178

Respondel]t Barbtirti A. 4dnms, R.N ., aiid tlie DivisionDcparthicntofsafetyandp]`o`['`esitonalservices,stipulateasIofLcgal Services and Compliance,llows:

3{]::faat,:;sne,`v,cr:,;][fls[,#:#o]:,:]ccnt£,c::::]tdoc::c::::1:::t:jt`:fhn:i::,::,vocLSL:i:;;[osn[£¥ct:#t,£vo]:[g;1
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;;iii:I:'g:i.h;t:;Of:[csc::a;¥::I;t;;;:i;oon:£:cy:;c:so:pO:n::;:;:a:c|::]Oohna[aJnt:::e:eo,:t':::e:;Col,ro:t::::gouut]:teenbt:subpoenfl;
lo thc officials who ar.e td render the final decision;

•     the righi to petition for rehearingr; and
•     all other applicable rights a'[`l..orded to Respondent uncle  the united states constitution, the

Wiscoiisin constitutioii, the wisconsin statutes, the     isconsin Administrative Coda, all(1
other i]i.ovisions of stale or fcdci.al law.

3.           Rcspondenl  is aware of Respondent's  l`igh"o sect  legal representation  aiid has
bce]i provided art opportunity to pbta,ill legal cotinscl bclbi.e si  ming this Stipulfltioii,

4.           Respondent agrcc§ to the adoption of the attach -d lJ`inal I)ecision and ordei` by the
13oai.d of Nut.sing (Boai'(I).   Tlie pal.Lie.i I(] tlie Stipulutit7n ctms  IiL tt] the entry orthe utti`ched I.`inaL
Dui;1slitii   ELiiu   oi'uui.   wlLIIuiit   ftu'[hut'   Iiuilet;,   pluaullig,   apptj  ittiliuu   or   colisutii   ur  ilit}   paril¢s.

Respondent waives fill rights to any apt)cal ofthc Boarcl.s oi.de  , ifadoptocl in the for.in as attached.

5 ,           If the te)`ms ol.-lhjs stjpultitioii are not acceplab]eto the 13o"`d, the parties shflll not
be bound by the coiitcnts of this F3tipulation, aiid the nlattor sh  11 then be i.etumed to the Division
of Legal Services and Compliandc fctr fui.thor procccdjngs.   In     a cvont that the E5tipulzition is not



\`Jc.1  -LI   -LUL+    iu.-I     z`i:\.       L`uouiia

acccptecl by lhe B(}til`d, the pal.ties agi.cc not lo contend that the
in zmy iii!i.iiiici. by tl]c considcrat|on or thi.g ftttempted I.esolutio

6.           Theparlies to this:Stipulation agree thalthc fitt
oJ.. I.,egttl  St;rvices €uid Complian¢c and  any in-cmbcr of the B
this illvestigfl[ion may appc!ir bc±.oi.e the B-oai.d in opcn oi` clo
Rcspondoiit,  I.ol. p".poses ol` spcpring in support of this agi.c®
any  mcmbch.  of  the  Board  m¢y  have   in  connection  wiui
Additionally, any siioh fldvisor inay vote on whether the 13oar.
issue the attached Final Decisiol|' and Oi`der.

7.            Respondent  i.`.  inf{7ri]ied th€i\  `€h{iuld the Roa`.d
Hnal Decisioii and  Order is  fl public record [and will  be pub
Dei.ial.[nit3ti1pi.ocedure.

8.            'rho    Division    ¢f    Legal    Sex.Vices    and    a
recommending the Board adopt this Stipulation {i.nd is£`ue the

oard lias been p].ej iidiccd or biascd

`ncy or other agent for the I)ivision

ai.d cvcr assiEncd as an advisor in
d session, without the pl'esence of

iicnt aiid ariswei`iilg queslio]is that
delibci.wlions   on   tlie   Stipulation.
should accept this Stipiilation and

adopt this Stipulatioii, the Board's
tshed  ill  {iccordfll`ce  with  standal`d

m|]litunce   joiiis    Respondent    in
ttached Fimil Decib.itin fund Order.

5/17/2021

DElte


