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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE   THE   SOCIAI,   WORIffiR   SECTION   0F   THE   MARRIAGE   AND   FAMILY
TIThRAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

IN TIIE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

MICI-IAEL C` BRYANT, A.P.S.W.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER000740

Division of Legal Sel.vices and Compliance Case No.19 SOC 054

The pal.ties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53  are:

Michael C. Bl.yant, A.P.S.W
Wrenshall, EN 55797

Social Worker. Section of the Wisconsin Marl.iage and Family Therapy, Pl.ofessional
Counseling, and Social Woi.k Examining Board
P.O. Bc>x 8366
Madison, WI   53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI   53707-7190

The parties  in this matter agi.ee to the terms  and conditions of the attached  Stipulation as
the final  disposition of this  matter,  subject to the  appl.oval  of the  Social  Worker  Section  of the
Wisconsin Marl.iage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling, and Social Work Examining
Board (Sectioli).  The Section has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Section  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Oi.dei..

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.            Respoiiden't Michael c. Bryant, A.P.S.W., (D0B: XX/XX/1972)  is certified in the
state of Wisconsin to pi.actice  advanced pi.actice social  work,  having eel.tificate numbei.  129065-
121,  fii.st  issued  on May  31,  2013  and  ouri.ent through  February  28,  2021.   Respondent's  most
i`ecent   address   on  file   with  the   Wisconsin  Departmeiit   of  Safety   and   Pi.ofessional   Services

(Depai.tmeilt) is located  in Wi.enshall, Minnesota 5 5797.

2.           At  all times  relevant to  this  proceeding,  Respondent was  employed  as  a  licensed
independent cliiiical social worker in Minnesota.



3.           On  August   15,  2019,  the  Depaitment  I.eceived  notification  from  the   State  of
Minnesota that Respondent had been chat.god in St.  Louis County, Minnesota with two counts of
Felony  3rd  Dcgi.ee  Criminal  Sexual  Coliduct  with  Psychothe[.apist During  Session  and  Outside
Session.Thesechargeswei.ebasedonallegationsthatRespondentengagedinsexualconductwith
a client.

4.           Respondentwas convicted in Mirmesota's 6th Judicial District in st. Louis county,
case  number  69DU-CRrl9-2469,  of one  count  of  3rd  Degi.ee  Criminal  Sexual  Conduct  with
Psychothei.apist -Outside Session, a felony, in violation of Minn.  Slat. § 609.3441(h)(ii).

5.            On  July  13,  2020,  Respondeilt  was  seiitenced  foi.  this  coiiviction.  Tei.ms  of the
sentence include, in part:

a.    Confinement in the St. Louis  County Jail foi. 365  days with  no ci.edit for time
served.

b.    Impi.isonmeut in the Minnesota Col.rectional Facility at St, Cloiid for 57 months

(stayed 7 years).

c.    Seven years of probation with a discharge date of July  13, 2027.

d.    Requii.ed 1.egistration as a Predatory Offender..

6.           On August 5, 2019, the Minnesota Board of social work  approved  a  stipulation
I.equiring Respoiident cease the pi.actice of social work in M innesota.

7.           In  i.esolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  eiitl.y  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Ol.dei..

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The  Social   Workei.  Section  Of  the  Wisconsin  Man.iage   and  Family  Therapy,
Professional  Counseling  and Social  Work Examining Board  has jut.isdiction to  act in  this  matter

put.suant to Wig. Stat.  § 457.26 and is authorized to enter into the attached  Stipulation pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  §  227.44(5).

2.            Perwis. Stat. §  111.335(1m)(b)2, aviolation ofMinn.  Stat.  § 609.3441(h)(ii) is an
exempt offense as it equates to Wis.  Stat.  § 940.22(2).

3.           By   the   cctnduct  described   in  the  Findings   of  Fact,   Respondent   is   subject  to
termination of licensing, pet. Wis.  Stat.  §  Ill.335(3)(a)I .

4.           By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Respondent violated wis. Admin.
Code  §  MPSW  20.02(2),  by  violating  a  law  of  any  jurisdiction,  the  circumstances  of  which
substantially 1.elate to the pl.actice under. the credential.



5.           Bytheconduct described inthe Findings ofFact,Respondentviolatedwis` Admin.
Code  §  MPSW 20.02(11), by  engaging  in  sexual  contact,  sexual  conduct,  or any  othel` I)ehavior
with a client which could  reasonably be construed as seductive.

6.           Bythe conductdescribed in the FindingsofFact, Respondentviolatedwis. Admin.
Code  §  MPSW 20.02(23),  by having a license, registration, or certificate permitting the practice
of marl.iage and family therapy, professional counseling, or social work, or authorizing the use of
the  title  "mat.fiage  and  family  therapist,"  "professional  counselor.,"  "social  worker.,"  or  similai`
terms revoked, suspended, limited, oi. subjected to any othei. discipline, by any other jui`isdiction.

7.           As a I.esult of the above conduct, Respondent  is  subject to  discipline pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  §  457.26(2)(b)  and (I).

ORDER

I.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.            The  license  of Respondent  (license  no.129065-121)  to  practice  as  an  advanced

pi.acticescicialwoi.her,andtheappurfenantrighttorenew,inthestateofWisconsinisREVOKED.

3.           Respondent  may  not  petition  for  I`einstatement  of  his  advanced  practice  social
worker pursuant to  Wis.  Stat.  §  441.07(2),  earlier than one  (I)  yeai. from the date of 1.evocation.
Whethei`  to  grant  oi`  deny  such  petition  shall  be  wholly  in  the  disci.etion  of the  Section  oi`  its
designee.

4.           Within  120 days fi.om the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS of this
matter in the amount of $711.00.

5.           Respondent  shall  immediately  I.etum  all  indicia  of Wisconsin   licensure  to  the
Depailment Monitor at the addi.ess below:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional  Set.vices
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 266-2112; Fax (608) 266-2264



6.           Payment of costs shall be made to the address above.

7.           This oi.der is effective on the date of its signing.

SOCIAL WORKER SECTION OF THE WISCONSIN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY,
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

By: lQ   I     tr(.€.,.L|`,u  18£  `
A"embt)I c>T-the S eedon
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE SOCIAI. WORKER SECTION OF THE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
THERApy, pROFEssloNAL cOuNSELING, AND soclAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINS T

MICHAElj C. BRYANT, A.P.S.W.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

ORDER 0 0 0 7 4 0 ;";

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.  19 SOC 054

RespondentMichaelC.Bryant,A`P.S.W.,andtheI)ivisionofLegalServicesandCompliancc,
Department of Safety and Professional Services stipulate as follows:

1.           This stipulation is entered into as a result ofa pending investigation by the
Division ofLegal Services and Compliance.  Respondent consents to the resolution of this
investigation by Stipulation.

2.           Respondent understands that by signing this Stipulation, Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the right to a hgiv on ±±£ alle,gatioi!s against ReapondenL at iainich time th.e State has
the burden Of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•     the right to confi.ont and crossrexamine the witnesses against Respondent;
•     the right to call witnesses on Respondent's behalf and to compel their attendance by

subpoena;
•     the rightto testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the right to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral

arguments to the officials wlro are to render the fmal decision;
•     the right to petition forrehearing; and
a     ail other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the united states constitution,

the Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin  Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code,
and other provisions of state or federal law.

3.          Respondent is aware ofRespondent's right to seeklegal I.epresentation and has
been provided an opportunity to obtain legal counsel before signing this Stipulation.

4.          Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attachedFinal Decision and order by
the Social  Worker Section of the Wisconsin Marriage and r`amily Therapy, Professional
Counseling, and Social Work Examining Board (Section).  The parties to the Stipulation consent
tothecntryofthcattachedFinalDecision.andOrderwithoutfurthcrnotice,pleading,appearance
or consent of the parties,  Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of the Section's order, if
adopted in the for.in as attached.



5.          If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the section, the paries shall
grot be bound dy the contents' Of this Stipulation, and the matter shall then be retuned to the
Bivi§`mn ®f Legal 8erv`ices and Compliance for further proceedings.   in the event that the
Stipulation is not accepted by the Section, the pardes agi.ec not to contend that the Section hue
been prejudieed or biased in any manner by the considera.lion of this attempted resolufron.

6.          The parties to this stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent for the
Division Of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Section ever assigned as an
advisor in this investigation may appear before the Section in open or closed session, without the
presence Of Respondent or Respondent's  attorney, I.or purposes of speaking in support of this
agreement and answering questions that any mfmber of the Section may have in connection with
dolfoerations on the Stipulation,  Additionally, any such advisor may vote on whether the Seotion
should accept tnis Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

7.          Respondent is informed that sbouid the section adopt this stipelalon, the
Section's Final Decision and Order is a public I.ecord and win be prbfished in accordar[ce with
standard Department procedrre.

8.           The Division of Legal Ser[,Jices and compliance joins RespondG.ti.t in
recommending the Section adopt tt`is Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and
Order.

pr,ula-ul id .  ©J ch+    \.`cj2^se   tryp',fe!

Michael C. Bryant, A.P.S,W., Respondent
Wrenshall, EN 55797
Cer`tificate no.129065-121

Lcsley Mcrfuney, Attorney
DeparbTieet of Safety and Professional Services
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, W153707-7190

04/05/2021


