
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF 
SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services 
Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions  

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of Safety and 
Professional Services website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s Open 
Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.  

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:  

  The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing authorities 
within the Department of Safety and Professional Services from November, 1998 to the present. In addition, 

many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November, 1998 are posted. Not all orders 
issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal disciplinary action.  

  Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the Department of 
Safety and Professional Services data base. Because this data base changes constantly, the Department is 
not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or delete data. The Department is not 
responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates, modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have 
the responsibility to determine whether information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and 
complete.  

  There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original documents should be 

consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies of original orders may be obtained by 

mailing requests to the Department of Safety and Professional Services, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. 

The Department charges copying fees. All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and 

respondent's name as it appears on the order.  

  Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the appeal. 
Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of Safety and 
Professional Services is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.” 
  
    The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at: 
    http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca 
 

 Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.  

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of Decisions 
subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line database.  

Correcting information on the DSPS website: An individual who believes that information on the website is 

inaccurate may contact DSPS@wisconsin.gov 

 

http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:DSPS@wisconsin.gov


STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE DENTISTRY EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

CHRISTOPHER M. KANIA D.D.S.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

ORDER 0 0 0 70 6 5

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.19 DEN 081

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Christopher M. Kania, D.D.S.
Portage,  WI 53901

Wisconsin Dentistry Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI   53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI   53707-7190

The parties  in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached  Stipulation as
the final disposition of this matter, subject to the approval of the  Wisconsin Dentistry Examining
Board (Board).   The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

I.            Respondent  christopher  M.  Kania  D.D.S.  (DOB  xx-xx-1969)  is  licensed  in  the
state of Wisconsin  as  a dentist,  having  license number 4763-15,  first  issued on January  4,1996,
and current through  September 30, 2021.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was employed as a dentist at a
dental practice located in Mauston, Wisconsin.

3.            On  May  4,  2011,  Respondent's  license  to  practice  dentistry  was  suspended  and
limited  as  a  result  of  assaulting  his  wife,  abusing  cocaine  and  alcohol,  and  related  criminal
convictions.   See Order 0000822 and DLSC Case No. 08 DEN  15.



4.            On May 6, 2015, Respondent was reprimanded and his license to practice dentistry
limited  for prescribing a controlled  substance to a patient who  advised  Respondent that  she was
allergic to the controlled substance.  See Order 0003959 and DLSC Case No.14 DEN 079.

5.            During   time   periods   in   2017   and   2018,   Respondent   wrote   prescriptions   for
controlled substances, typically hydrocodone and oxycodone, to his employees and/or patients for
the purpose of receiving the medication back, in whole or part, for self-use.

6.            Respondent surrendered his DEA registration on september  l7, 2019.

7.           On March  12, 2020, Respondent pled guilty in the  united states District court for
the   Western   District   of   Wisconsin   to    one   count   of   Obtaining   Oxycodone   by    Use   of
Misrepresentation and Fraud in violation of 2l  U.S.C.  § 843(a)(3), a felony.

8.            Respondent   is   currently   practicing   as   a   solo   practitioner   dentist   in   Portage,
Wisconsin, operating an opioid-free clinic.

9.           In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The Board hasjurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to wis. Stat.  § 447.07, and
is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.            By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Respondent violated wis.  Stat.  §
447.07(3)(e)   and   Wis.   Admin.   Code   §   DE   5.02(15)   by   being   convicted   of  a   crime,   the
circumstances of which substantially relate to the practice of dentistry.

3.           By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Respondent violated wis. Admin.
Code  §  DE  5.02(6)  by  administering,  dispensing,  prescribing,  supplying  or obtaining  controlled
substances other than in the course of legitimate practice, or as otherwise prohibited by law.

4.           As  a  result of the  above  conduct,  Respondent  is  subject  to  discipline  pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 447.07(3).

ORDER

I.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           This Final Decision and order (Order) is effective on the date of its signing.

3.            The license to practice dentistry issued to Respondent, (license number 4763-15) is
SUSPENDED as follows:

SUSPENSION



A. I.       The license of Respondent, to practice dentistry in the state of wisconsin is suspENDED
for an indefinite period.

STAY OF SUSPENSION

8.I.       The suspension shall not be stayed forthe first four(4) months, butany time after four (4)
months   the   suspension   may   be   stayed   upon   Respondent  providing   proof,   which   is
determined  by  the  Board  or  its  designee  to  be  sufficient,  that  Respondent  has  been  in
compliance with the provisions of Sections C and D of this Order for the most recent three

(3) consecutive months.

8.2.       The   Board   or   its   designee   may,   without  hearing,   remove   the   stay   upon   receipt   of
information that Respondent is  in violation of any provision of this  Order.   The Board or
its designee may, in conjunction with any removal of any stay, prohibit Respondent for a
specified period of time from seeking a reinstatement of the stay under paragraph 8.4.

8.3.       This  suspension  becomes  reinstated  immediately  upon  notice  of the  removal  of the  stay
being provided to Respondent either by:

(a)         Mailing to Respondent' s last-known address provided to the Department of safety
and Professional  Services (Department) pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 440.11 ; or

(b)         Actual notice to Respondent or Respondent's attorney.

8.4.       The  Board  or  its  designee  may reinstate the  stay,  if provided  with  sufficient  information
that Respondent is in compliance with the Order and that it is appropriate for the stay to be
reinstated.   Whether to reinstate the stay  shall  be wholly  in the discretion of the Board or
its designee.

CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS
Treatment Required

C.I.       Respondent shall  enter into, and shall  continue,  drug and  alcohol  treatment with  a treater
acceptable to the Board or its designee ITreater).  Respondent shall participate in, cooperate
with, and follow all treatment recommended by Treater.

C2.       Respondent  shall  immediately  provide  Treater  with  a  copy  of this  Order  and  all  other
subsequent orders.

C.3.       Treater shall  be responsible for coordinating Respondent's rehabilitation and treatment as
required under the terms of this Order, and shall immediately report any relapse, violation
of any of the terms and conditions of this Order, and any suspected unprofessional conduct,
to the Department Monitor (See D. I ., below).   If Treater is unable or unwilling to serve as
required by this Order, Respondent shall immediately seek approval of a successor Treater
by the Board or its designee.



C.4.       The  rehabilitation  program  shall  include  individual  and/or  group  therapy  sessions  at  a
frequency to  be determined by Treater.   Therapy  may end only with the approval  of the
Board or its designee, after receiving a petition for modification as required by D.5., below.

C.5.       Treater shall submit formal written reports to the Department Monitor on a quarterly basis,
as directed by the Department Monitor.   These reports shall assess Respondent's progress
in drug and alcohol treatment.

Releases

C.6.       Respondent  shall  provide  and  keep  on  file  with  Treater,   all  treatment  facilities  and

personnel,  laboratories  and  collection  sites,  current  releases  complying  with  state  and
federal  laws.   The  releases  shall  allow the  Board,  its  designee,  and  any  employee  of the
Department to: (a) obtain all specimen screen results and patient health care and treatment
records   and   reports,   and   (b)   discuss   the   progress   of  Respondent's   treatment   and
rehabilitation  with  Treater,  treatment facilities  and personnel,  laboratories  and  collection
sites.   Copies of these releases shall immediately be filed with the Department Monitor.

AAINA Meetin

C.7.       Respondent shall attend Narcotics Anonymous and/or Alcoholics Anonymous meetings or
an    approved    equivalent   program    for   recovering   professionals,    at   the    frequency
recommended by Treater, but no less than twice per week.   Attendance of Respondent at
such meetings  shall  be  verified by  the  speaker or chair and  reported  quarterly to  Treater
and the Department Monitor.

Sobriety

C.8.       Respondent shall abstain from all personal use of alcohol.

C.9.       Respondent shall abstain from all personal use of controlled substances as defined in wis.
Stat.  § 961.01 (4), except when prescribed, dispensed or administered by a practitioner for
a legitimate medical condition.   Respondent shall disclose Respondent's drug and alcohol
history and the existence and nature of this Order to the practitioner prior to the practitioner

prescribing the controlled substance.  Respondent shall, at the time the controlled substance
is  prescribed,   immediately   sign  a  release   in   compliance   with   state   and  federal   laws
authorizing the practitioner to discuss Respondent's treatment with, and provide copies of
treatment records to,  Treater and the Board or its designee.  Copies of these releases shall
immediately  be  filed  with  the  Department  Monitor.  Respondent  shall  disclose  the  name
and address  of such practitioner to the Department Monitor within five  (5)  business days
of receipt of a prescription for controlled substances.

C.10.    Respondent   shall   provide   the   Department   Monitor   with   a   list   of  overthe-counter
medications  and  drugs  that they  may  take  from  time  to  time.    Respondent  shall  abstain
from all use of over-the-counter medications, products, or other substances (including but
not limited to natural substances, such as poppy seeds or any products containing alcohol)



which  may  mask  consumption  of controlled  substances  or  alcohol,  create  false  positive
screening   results,   or  otherwise   interfere   with   Respondent's  test  results,   treatment   or
rehabilitation,  unless  ordered  by a physician  and  approved  by  Treater,  in which  case the
drug must be reported as described in paragraph C.11.   It is Respondent's responsibility to
educate himself about the  medications  and  substances  which may  violate this paragraph,
and to avoid those medications and substances.

C.11.    Respondent shall reportto Treater and the Department Monitor all prescription medications
and drugs taken by Respondent.   Reports must be received within twenty-four (24) hours
of administration, f", or refill of the medication or drug, and shall  identify the person or

persons  who  prescribed,  dispensed,  administered,  or  ordered  said  medications  or  drugs.
Each time the  prescription  is  filled or refilled,  Respondent shall  immediately arrange  for
the  prescriber  or pharmacy  to  fax  and  mail  copies  of the  prescription to  the  Department
Monitor.

Drug and Alcohol  Screens

C.12.    Respondent shall enroll and begin participation in a drug and alcohol monitoring program
which is approved by the Department (Approved Program).

C.13.    At the time Respondent enrolls in the Approved Program, Respondent shall review all rules
and  procedures  made  available  by  the  Approved  Program.    Failure  to  comply  with  all
requirements for participation in drug and alcohol monitoring established by the Approved
Program is a violation of this Order. The requirements shall include:

(a)         Contact  with  the   Approved   Program   as   directed   on   a  daily   basis,   including
vacations, weekends, and holidays.

(b)         Production  of  a  urine,  blood,  sweat,  nail,  hair,  saliva,  or  other  specimen  at  a
collection  site  designated  by  the  Approved  Program  within  five  (5)  hours  of
notification of a test.

C.14.    The  Approved  Program  shall  require  the testing  of specimens  at  a  frequency  of not  less
than  forty-nine  (49)  times  per  year  (one  of  which  may  be  a  hair  test  at  the  Board's
discretion),  for at  least the  first year  of this  Order.   Thereafter the  Board  may  adjust the
frequency of testing on its own initiative at any time, and/or Respondent may petition for
modification of testing frequency per paragraph D.5.

C.15.     If any  urine,  blood,  sweat,  nail,  hair,  saliva,  or  other  specimen  is  positive  or  suspected

positive  for  any  controlled  substances  or  alcohol,  Respondent  shall  promptly  submit  to
additional  tests   or  examinations,   as  the   Board   or  its   designee   shall   determine  to   be

appropriate, to clarify or confirm the positive or suspected positive test results.

C.16.    In  addition  to  any  requirement  of the  Approved Program,  the  Board  or its  designee  may
require Respondent to do any or all of the following:   (a) submit additional specimens; (b)
furnish any  specimen  in a directly witnessed  manner;  or (c)  submit specimens on a more
frequent basis.
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C.17.    All confirmed positive test results shall be presumed valid.   Respondent must prove, by a

preponderance of the evidence, an error in collection, testing, fault in the chain of custody,
or other valid defense.

C.18.    The Approved Program shall submit information and reports to the Department Monitor as
directed.

Practice Limitations

C.19.    Respondent  shall  !±Q±  work  as  a  dentist  in  a  setting  in  which  Respondent  has  access  to
controlled substances.

C.20.    Respondent shall engage the services of a mentor dentist.  The mentor dentist is subject to

preapprova[  by the Board.   Respondent shall provide  a copy  of this  Order, along with all
subsequent amendments  and/or variations  of this  Order, to the  mentor dentist as  soon  as
the mentor dentist is retained.   The mentor dentist shall meet with Respondent, in person,
on a monthly basis for no less than one hour, to discuss Respondent's compliance with this
Order.   The   mentor   dentist   shall   prepare   a   quarterly   report   detailing   Respondent's
compliance  with  this  Order  and  submit  such  report  to  the  Board  each  quarter  that  this
requirement is in effect.   Any costs associated with engaging and/or retaining the mentor
dentist shall be the responsibility of Respondent.

C.21.     Should Respondent obtain DEA registration during the duration of this Order, Respondent
shall  access his  PDMP prescriber metrics on a monthly basis,  and provide a copy of such
metrics to the Board each month.

C.22.    Respondent shall report to the Board any change of employment status, residence, address,
or telephone number within five (5) days of the date of a change. This report shall not be
considered formal change of address notification pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 440. I I.

MISCELLANEOUS
DeDartment Monitor

D.1.       Any requests, petitions,  reports, payment of costs,  and other information required by this
Order shall be mailed, e-mailed, faxed, or delivered to:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190, Madison, WI  53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@,wisconsin.gov

You may also submit this information online via DSPS'  Monitoring Case Management System,
here:



https://dsDsmonitoring.wi.gov

Rea_uired Reporting by Respondent

D.2.       Respondent  is  responsible  for  compliance  with  all  terms  and  conditions  of this  Order,
including the timely submission of reports by others.  Respondent shall promptly notify the
Department  Monitor  of  any  failures  of  Treater,  the  treatment  facility,  the  Approved
Program,   or  collection   sites  to   conform  to   the  terms   and   conditions   of  this   Order.
Respondent shall promptly notify the Department Monitor of any violations of any of the
terms and conditions of this Order by Respondent.

D.3. Respondent  shall  submit  self-reports  to the  Department  Monitor on  a quarterly  basis,  as
directed by the Department Monitor.  The reports shall include a summary of Respondent' s
compliance   with   the   terms   and   conditions   of  the   Order   in   the   previous   quarter,
Respondent's  current  address,  and  home telephone  number.   The  self-report shall  not be
considered formal change of address notification pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 440. I I.

Change of Treater or A_Doroved Program bv Board

D.4.      If the Board, or its designee, determines Treater or the Approved program has performed
inadequately or has failed to  satisfy the terms  and conditions of this  Order, the Board, or
its  designee,  may  direct that Respondent  continue treatment  and  rehabilitation  under the
direction of another Treater or Approved Program.

Petitions for Modification of Limitations or Termination of Order

D.5.      Respondent may petition the Board on an annual basis for modification of the terms of this
Order; however, no such petition for modification shall occur earlier than one ( I ) year from
the  date  of the  initial  stay  of the  suspension.    Any  petition  for  modification  shall  be
accompanied   by   a   written   recommendation    from   Respondent's   Treater   expressly
supporting the specific modifications sought.   Denial of a petition in whole or in part shall
not be considered a denial of a license within the meaning of Wis. Stat. § 227.01 (3)(a), and
Respondent shall not have a right to any further hearings or proceedings on the denial.

D.6. Respondent may petition the Board for termination of this Order after demonstrating five
(5) years of successful compliance with all terms, including at least 600 hours of approved
dentistry  practice  each  year.  The  Board  may,  on  its  own  motion,  grant  full  Wisconsin
licensure at any time.

Costs of Compliance

D.7.       Respondent shall be responsible for all costs and expenses incurred in conjunction with the
monitoring,  screening,  supervision,  and  any  other  expenses  associated  with  compliance
with the terms of this Order.  Being dropped from a program for non-payment is a violation
of this Order.



Costs of Proceedin

D.8.       Respondent shall pay costs of$708.00 to the Department, within  l20 days of this order.

Additional Discipline

D.9.       In addition to any other action authorized by this order or law, the Board,  in its discretion,
may  impose  additional  limitations  or pursue  separate  disciplinary  action  for violation  of
any term of this Order.

WISCONSIN DENTISTRY EXAMINING BOARD

4 November 2020

A Date



STATE OF WI,SCDNSIN
BEFORE THE DENTISTRY EXAMINING  BOARD

IN TliB MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

CI-IRTSTOPI-IER M.  KANIA  D.D,S.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

ORDER 0 0 0 70 6 5

Divisio`i of ljegal  Sol.vices alid Compliance C(`se No.  I `J  DEN  081

Respondci" Christopllcr M.  Kat`ia D.D.S. and the Division of Leg,il  Scl.vices and Coliiplinnce,
Depi`ilmeiit of Safely alid Pi.oressioi`al  Services slii)`ilate as  fol lows:

I.            This stipulation i.q ciitcrcd  into as a I.esultof!`pcnding iiivc.stigation by tlie
Divisiol` of Legal Services ai`d Colnpliance,   Resi)ondeiit consents to the I.esol`ition of this
invcsligtition by Stip`ilation.

2.            Respondeiit ulidei.stands thflt by sigliing tl`is stipulalio{i, Respoiident vol`iii.tarily

}iiid kllowitlgly waives  the following rights:

•     the right to a hearing on,the iillegntions against  Respondent, at wliich time the State has
tliebtirdenoriii.oviiigtlioseallegatioi`sbyapi.ei)oi`dei`anceoftlieevidence;

•      the rigl"o  confroiil and cross-ex{iitiine tlie witnesses {igainst Respondent;
•      llic righUo call  wi(i`csses oll  Respoiidci`t's behflll`<iiid to conipel tlieii. attelid<m`cc by

subpoena;
•      the righUo testil`yoii Respondeiit's own  behalf;
•      the 1.ight  to  file objeclioiis  lo  ally  pi.oposed  decision  aiid  to pi`eseiil  bi.iefs oi' ol.<il

.ii.giimcnts to the orrioiflls who fli`c to I.eiidei. the fiii.il decision;
•      the right  to petition foH.ehearing; all(I
•      all otliei. applic{ible rights affoi.dad to Respondent under the uiiitcd  states cons(itutioii,

the Wiscoiisin Conslitution, the Wiscoi`sin St<itiites, the Wiscoiisin Administi'ative Code,
and other I)i.ovisions of st2ite or federal law.

3.            Rest)oiideut is aware of Respoi`dei`t's right to seek legtil  rei)I.esentatioii and lia8

beenprovidedanoppoi`tuiritytoobtaiiilegalco`iiiselbefoi.esigiiingtlrisStii)``lation.Respondent
is `-eT)resented by Mai.k Maciolel(,

4.            Rcspondcnt ttgrees to the adoption oftlic !`ttaolied Filial Decision fti`d ordei. by
the Wjscoiisin  Dentisli.y Ex<iii.iiiiilig Boi`i.{l (Bo!`r(I).   The  par{ie§ to  the Slii)itl.ilion coi`seill  to  the
eiitryoftheatt.achedFinalDecisionandOrdci.witl`oiitfui.thei.notice,[]lending,appeal.flnceoi.
consci"oflhc|iELi'{ies.Respon(1cutwiiivesalli.ightstoaiiyappcaloftlieBo€ird'sordci.,if
adopted  in tl`e  form .is attached.



5.            Ifthe lei.Ills oftl`is stipiilatioi`  ai.e not accei)table to the  Bo".d, the pal.ties sllall not
bebo`ii`dbylhecoiit¢iitsofthisStipulatioi`,nndll`emcitterslialltheiibei.eturnedtotheDivision
of Legal Services aild Compli.1l`ce for fui.lher pl.occedings.   IIi tlie event tllat tl`e Stipulation is
not accepted by the Bcmrd, the p.ii.ties agi`ee not to conteii{l that the Boat.(I hcis been pi.ejudiced oi.
bia`sed  in  flliy niaiii`ei. by  the coi`sideration of this atlemr)ted  i.esolution.

6.            Tlie parties to (liis stipul{itioii agi.ee tliat tl`e attorney oi. other ageiit for tlie
Division  of Legal  Set.vices al`d Compli.once and ally membei. or the Boai.d evei` assigned as an
ndvisor in tliis  investigation may flppcar befoi.c the  Board  ill open oi. closed  session, withoiit the

pl.csenceofRespon{lei"oi.Respondeiit's.ittcimey,foi.pui.posesofspeakiiigins`ii}portofthis
agi.eemei"aiidansweringq``estionstl`ntanymemberoftheBotil.dniayhaveinconnectioliwitl`
dellbei'ations oil (hc Stip`ilation.   Additionally, any such atlvisoi. may \Jote on wh¢tl`ei. the Boal`d
should {iccepl this Slip\ik`lion and iss`te the alt:`ched Final Decision  find Or(ler,

7.            Respondehl` is iiiformed thtit Should the Board ado|)Hhis stipiilation, the Boai.d's
Fiiial Decision aird Ordei. is a public I.ecord aiid will be published  in accoi.daiice willi stai`dai.d
Dc|)art men t I) I.occdu I.c.

8.            The Di\Jision ofLcg.il  sol.vices find compliaiicejoliis Respoiidciit in
I.ecommci`dingtheBoi`i.(la(loptthisStipiilationaiidiss`ietlieattachedFinalDecision€ii`dOi.dei`.

M.  Kanla

Christophei.

(Oct 23, 2020 14;54 COT)

M.  Kflni€\  D.D`S„

Poi.tage,  WT 53901
License no, 4763-15

Respondent

Miii.phy Dosmon{l, S.C.
33  East Main StL.ee(
S'c 500

w[ 53703

Pepai.tmefit of

Al'Omey
v and  Prol`essional  Services

bi+ision of Leg{`l Services {`nd Compliance
p.0, Box 7190
Mt`disoi`, WI 53707-7t90

Oct 23, 2020
D<1te

October 23, 2020
I)ate


