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STATE OF  WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE  BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

ERIN  M. KUNZ, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

ORDER 0 0 0 69 30

Division of Legal  Services and  Compliance Case Nos.18 NUR 602  and  19 NUR 481

The parties to this action  for the  pul.pose of Wis.  Stat.  §  227.53  ai.e:

Erin  M.  Kunz,  R.N.
Milwaukee WI,  53223

Wisconsin  Board  of Nursing
P.O.  Box 8366
Madison,  WI   53708-8366

Division  of Legal  Services and  Compliance
Department of Safety and  Professional  Services
P.O.  Box 7] 90
Madison,  WI   53707-7190

The  pailies  in  this  matter  agree  to  the  tei.ms  and  conditioiis  of tlie  attached  Stipulation  as
the  final  disposition  of this  matter,  subject  to  the  approval  of the  Wisconsin  Board  of Niirsing

(Board).   The  Board  has  reviewed  this  Stipiilatioii  aiid  considei`s  it  acceptable.

Accordingly,   the   Board   in   this   iliattei.   adopts   the   attached   Stipiilation   aiid   makes   the

following  Findings  ol`Fact,  Conclusiolis  ol` Law,  alid  Order.

riNDiNGS or` FACT

I.              Respondeiit  Erin  M.  Kunz.  R.N.`  (DOB:  XX/XX/]982)  is  licensed  in  the  state  of

Wiscoiisin   as  a  registered   niirse,   having   license   niimber   157175-30,   `1i.st   issiied  oil   Febriiary  5,

2007,  and  ciii.rent tliroiigh  Febi.iiary  28.  2022.

2.               At  all  times  I.clcvtiiit  to  tliis  procecdilig`  Respoiidclit  was  i`Iiiployed  z`s  a  1.egistei.ecl

liilrse    at    liospitals,     loccitecl     ill     MIlwz`ill`ei`    (I  acilll)'     A)    aiicl     Meiioliiolii`e     I-alls    (r`i`cility     8).

W.isconsin.

18 NUR  602



3.             Aftei.  an   audit  of  Respondent's  controlled   substance   handling   recol.ds   between
March    I,   and   October  3,   2018,   Respondent  was   siispected   of  diveiliiig   liydi.omorphone   aiid
I`iorphine  from  Facility  A.

4.            On  october 4,  2018,  Respondent  submitted  to  a  drug  screen that  was  positive  for
oxycodone.

5.             Respondent  denied  diverting  controlled  substances  from  Facility  A

6.            Respondent  provided  documentation  for  a  prescription  for  oxycodoiie,   filled  on
December 20, 2016, that  Respondent took as needed,  incliiding prior to the positive test above.

19NUR48l

7.            On Aiigust 23, 2019, the Department received  a complaint from Facility B alleging
that between  March 2019 and  May 2019:

a.            Respondent   had   a   higher   narcotic   removal   rate   from   the   automated
dispensing system  when  compared to  peers.

b.             Respondent    had    discrepancies    in    the    documentation    of   dispensing,
administration,  and  wasting of.narcotics.

On  June 27,  2019:

a.             Respondenl's  backpack  was  searched  at  Facility  B  and  contained  property
of Facility  8  alid  two  (2)  tablets  of iiiedication  including  one  (I)  tablet  of
oxycodone.

Responc!ei`t  siibmitted   to  a  driig  test  that  was  negative  foi.  all   siibstaiices

sci.Cell ed .

9.               Respoiideiil  deiiicd  divei-ting  narcotics  l`I.om  Facility  B.

10.           Respondent   admitted   to   failing   to   follow   pi-otocol   in   failing   to   waste   Liniised

medicatioils  on  the  shit`t  tliat they  were  dispensed.

11.            RL`spondent  admitted  to  keepillg  llledicatiolls  in  a  persoiial  siipply  bag  ill  Facility  B

ill  between  sliirts.

12.             In    resoliition    ot.  this   nialtei..    Re``i)olideiit   coiiselits   to   the   eiiti.y   of`  the    follo\\Jiiig

C`oiicliisions  ol` I,aw  and  OI.der.

CLUSIONS  OF  LAWCON

I.                 Hie  Botll.d  hz`sjlH.isdictioii  to  z`ct  ill  this  Imltel.  pili`silanuo  wis.  Slat.  §  441.07.  allcl

is  iiiilhorizecl  to  ciiter  iiito  tlie  allachecl  Stipulatioii  I)ill.silalit  to  Wis.  Stilt.  §  227.44(5).



2.             By the condiict desclibed  in the Findings of`Fact,  Respondent violated  wis. Admin.

Code   §   N   7.03(6)(c),   by   departing   from   or  failing  [o   conform   to   the   minimal   standards   of
acceptable nursing practice that may create unnecessary risk or danger to a patieiit's life,  health, or
safety,.

3.            As a result of the above conduct,  Respondent  is  subjectto discipline pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  §  441.07(1 g)(b)  and  (d).

ORDER

I.             The  attached  stipulation  is  accepted.

2.            Respondent  is  REPRIMANDED.

3.            The  I.egistered  nurse  license  issued  to  Respondent  (license  number  ]57]75-30)  is
LIMITED as  follows:

Within  ninety  (90)  days of the  date of this  Order,  Respondent shall  at their
own expense, siiccessfully complete five (5) hours of education on the topic
of  documentation   offered   by   a   provider   pre-approved   by   the   Boai.d's
monitoring  liaison,  including taking  and  passing  any  exam  offered  for the
courses.

Respondent shall  submit proof of successfiil completion of the educatioii  in
the  foi.in  of verification  from  the  institiition  providing  the  edLication  to  the
Department  Monitoi.  at  the  address  stated  below.    None  of the  ediication
cc>mpleted    pLirsiiant    to    this    reqiiireiiient    may    be    iised    to    satisfy    ally

continuing  ediication  requirements  that  have  been  or  may  be  iiistitiited  by
tlie  Board  o[.  Departmeiit,  and  also  may  iiot  be  iised   ill   fiitiit`e  zittempts  to
iipgi.ade  a  credential  in   Wisconsin.

The  Boai-d's  iiionitoi.ing  liaisoii  may  chaiige  the  iiiiliibel.  orcredit  hoiil s

and/oi-edLicatioii  topics  in  response  to  a I-eqiiest  from  Respoiidi.iit.  The

moiiitoring  liaison  iTiay  conside].  the topic  availability  and/oi.  hoiirs  of

ediication  when  determining  if.a change  to  the  oi`dei.ed  ediication  slioiild

0CCIJr.

This  liiiiit<itioii  sliall  bc`  I.cnioved  f`rom  Resi)olident's  license  after  satisfyiiig

the  Board  oi.  its  designee  that  Respoiideiit  has  siiccessrully  completed  all

c>l`tlie  orclered  ediication.

4.              PLO-suant  to  tlie  Enhaliced  Nilrse  LiceiisiH-e  compact  (Coiiipact),  Respondeiit  iiiay

iiot  pi.actice  in  aiiotlier  Coiiipact  State,  other thaii  Wiscoiisin.  w!iile  tlieii.  license  is  eiiciimbei.ed  b}J

ally  terlll  or  I.estliction  ot`th.ls  Order.



5.            Within  l20  days  from  the  date of this order,  Respondent shall  pay  cosTS  of this
matter  in  the amoiint  of. $487.00`

6.            Request   for   approval   of  courses,   pioof  of  successful   coiirse   completion   and

payment of costs (made payable to the Wisconsin Department of`Safety and  Professional  Services)
shall  be sent by Respondent to the Depallinent Monitor at the address below:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal  Services  and  Compliance

Department of Safety and  Professional  Services
P.O.  Box  7190,  Madison,  W]  53707-7190

Telephone  (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitc)ril|g@!±!isfgflsifl:8Q±1

You  may also submit this information online  via DSPS'  Moni[oring Case Management System,
here:  httDs//dsDsliion itorinL!.wi.i!ov

7.            In  the  event  Respondent  violates  any  term  of-this  Order,   Respondent's  license

(157] 75-30),  or Respondent's right to  renew their  license,  may,  in  the  discretion  of the Board  or
its  desjgnee,  be  SUSPENDED,  without  further notice  or hearing,  until  Respondent has  complied
with the terms of the Order. The Board may, in addition and/or in the altcmative refer any violation
of this Order to the Division of Legal Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.

8.            This order is effcotivc on the date of its  signing.

WISCONS

by:_
AMem ber of the Board

'Of:_ 8/13/2020

Date



STATE; OF  WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

ERIN M. KUNZ, R.N„
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

ORDER 0 0 0 69 3 0

i)ivisioii  of Legal  Services  and  Compliance  Case Nos.18 NUR  602  and  19  NUR  481

Respondent Erin  M.  Kunz,  R.N., and  the  Division  c)f`Legal  Services and  Compliance,
Department of Safety  aiid  Professioiial  Services stipulate as follows:

1.             This  stipulation  is  entered  i]1to  as  a resiilt ofa pending  investigation  by tlie
Division of Legal  Services and  Compliance.   Respondent consents to the resolution of this
investigation  by  Stipulation.

2.            Respondent understands that by signing this  stipulation, Respondent voluntarily
and  knowingly  waives the  following rights:

•      the  i`ight  to  a  hearing on  the  allegations against  Respondent,  at which  time  tlie  State  has

the  burden  of proving those allegations by a preponderance of`the evidence;
•      the  right to coiifront and  ci.oss-examine the witnesses against  Respondent;

•      the  right  to  call  witncsscs  ctii  Rcspc>ndent's  belialf and  to  compel  their  atteiidance  by

subpoena;
•      the  I.ight  to  testify  oil  Respondent.s  own  behalf;

•       the  iiglit  to  file  objections  to  ally  proposed  decision  and  to  present  briefs  or oi.al

argLuiients  to  the  ot`ficials  who  ai.e  to  rendei. the  final  decision;

•       the  riglit  to  petitioii  for rcliearilig;  aiid

•       all  other applicable  rights  at`forded  to  Respoiideiit  iiiidel.the  lJnited  states  constitution,

the  Wisconsiii  Coiistitution,  the  Wisconsin  Statutes,  the  Wisconsin  Administrative Code,

and  othel` provisioiis  of state or  [`ederal  law.

3.              Respondeiit  is  awai.e  ot`Respondent's  I.ight to  seek  legal  representation  and  has

been  pi.ovided  an  oppolliHiity  to  obtain  legal  coiiiisel  befoi.e  signing  this  Stipiil{ition.    Respondent

is  repl-esented  by  At`orliey  KI.isteli  Nelson,

4.              Respoiideiit  dgi.ecs  to  `lic  adoption  of the  atti`ched  Fiiial  Decisioii  aiid  ordei.  by

thi'  Wiscolisili  Boaril  ol`Niu.siiig  (Boiii.il).    TIll`  pi`rties  to  tlle  Stiplllatioll  conselit  to  the  elitl.y  of

the  attached  Filial  Decisioli  all(I  Ordc`r  witlioilt  fill.tlier  iiotice,  pleading,  appeal.ance  ol`  coiiselit  of

the  pailii`s`    Respoiidi`iit  wfiives  all  I.ights  to  ally  appeal  of tlie  Board's  ordet.,  if`adoi)tecl  in  tlie

form  as  attaclieil.



5.            lftheterms of this stipulatioii arenot acceptable to the Board,  the pardes shaH not
bcboundbythecontentsoflhisStipulation.ai`dthemattershaHthenberefurnedtolheDivjsion
ClfLegalServ{ccsandCompliancet.orfurlheri}roceedings.Intheeven{[hattheStipulationls
notal`CeptcdbytheBoard,thepartie§agreenottocontendthattheBoardhasbeenprejudicedor
biasedinanymanncrbytliecousiderationofthisaltemptedresolution.

6.          The parties to this stipulation agree tha"he a[[omey orotheragcnl forthe
DivisionofLegalService§andComplianceandanynemberoftheBoardevcrassigliedasan
advisoriQthisinvestigationmayappeartteforetheBoardinopenofcloseds_ess_ioa,w_i_th6uttll_c-

preseaceofRcspondentorRespondent'§attomey,forpurpo§e§ofspeakinginstii)pbrtofthis
agrquent ?nd ap§Wering questions that any member a_f lhc Board may have in connectio-n with

g£;t:iedraat::gpt°tEi¥'§£:`uP,:::;!nonid|:;j`e{:::I:yrfu£`#aa[dE;£:i:na:ivd°8r%:rT'hethcrthe8°ard

-       7.            Re§Pgndenl is informedthatshojl`dthe Board adopt this stipulation,the Board'§
Fiml Decision and Order is a d.ublic record and will be published in accordance with sfal]dard
Deparment procedure.

8.           The Division of Legal services and compliancejoins Respondent in
TecofTlttlendit)g the Board adopt this Stipulation and €s8uc the attached Final Decision and Order.

Milwaukee, VI 53223
Ijicense no.157175-30

Gimbel, Reilly,  Guerin, Brown, LLP
330 E. Kljboum Ave,,  Suite  1170
Milwaukee, WJ 53202

ftydy
P,.osecutingAtiomey
Dcptlrtment of.Safety and Professioml  Ser\Jices
Division of Legal Services and Compli.`nce
P.O,  Box 7190

Madison,  WI   53707-7]90

July 8, 2020


