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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE   THE   SOCIAL   WORKER   SECTION   OF   THE   MARRIAGE   AND   FAMILY
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

RUSSELL S.  STRELNICK, L.C.S.W.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

ORDER00067

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.18  SOC 031

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53  are:

Russell S.  Strelnick, L.C.S.W.
Wauwatosa, WI  53213

Social Worker Section of the Wisconsin Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional
Counseling, and Social Work Exanining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI   53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190
Madison, WI   53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached  Stipulation as
the flnal disposition of this matter,  subject to the approval of the  Social  Worker  Section of the
Wisconsin Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling, and Social Work Examining
Board (Section).   The Section has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Section  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.           Respondent Russell  s.  Strelnick,  L.C.S.W.,  (DOB  xx/xx/1952)  is  credentialed  in
the  state  of Wisconsin to practice licensed clinical  social  work,  having  credential number 4149-
123,  first issued on August 7,1995,  and current through February  28,  2021.  Respondent's most
recent  address  on  file  with  the  Wisconsin  Department  of  Safety  and  Professional  Services
(Department) is located in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin.



2.           At all  times relevant to  this proceeding,  Respondent was  employed as  a licensed
clinical social worker located in Wisconsin.

3.           Patient A attended three  (3)  therapy  appointments  with Respondent through her
Employee Assistance Program (EAP).

4.           After the cessation of services, Respondent frequently texted patient A to invite her
to attend "sweat lodges" and "kirtan." These texts made Patient A uncomfortable and she requested
they stop.

5.           Respondent stated that he would have stopped the texts had he known they bothered
Patient A  He  did not  single  out  Patient A,  he  was  sending  out generic,  mass  texts  to  those  he
thought may be interested in the activities.

6.           Respondent did not use any opt-in mechanisms for the texts. He tried to rely on opt-
Outs.

7.           Respondent stated that patient A did not consent to be contacted via text and that
he obtained her phone number as a result of the EAP sessions.

8.           In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The   Social  Worker  Section  of  the  Wisconsin  Marriage  and  Family  Therapy,
Professional Counseling and  Social  Work Examining Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter

pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 457.26, and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By the conduct described in the Findings of Fact,  Russell  s.  Strelnick,  LC.S.W.,
engaged  in  unprofessional  conduct  as  defined  by  Wis.  Admin  Code  §  MPSW  20.02(22),  by
engaging in negligence in practice in more than one instance.

3.           As  a result  of the  above  violations,  Russell  s.  Strelnick,  L.C.S.W.,  is  subject  to
discipline pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 457.26(2)(i).

ORDER

1.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent Russell s.  Strelnick, L.C.S.W., is REPRIMANDED.

3.            The  credential  to  practice  social  work  issued  to  Russell  S.  Strelnick,  L.C.S.W„

(credential number 4149-123) is LIMITED as follows:



Within  ninety   (90)   days   of  the   date   of  this   Order,   Respondent   shall
successfully complete four (4) hours of education on the topic of protected
health  information  and  personally  identifiable  information  offered  by  a
provider pre-approved by the Section's monitoring liaison,  including
taking and passing any exam offered for the courses.

Respondent  shall  submit  proof of  successful  completion  of the  ordered
education  in  the  form  of veriflcation  from  the  institution  providing  the
education to the Department Monitor at the address stated below.

None of the education completed pursuant to this requirement may be used
to satisfy any continuing education requirements that have been or may be
instituted by the Section or Department, and also may not be used in future
attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

The  Board's  monitoring  liaison  may  change  the  number  of credit  hours
and/or  education  topics  in  response  to  a  request  from  Respondent.  The
monitoring  liaison  may  consider  the  topic  availability  and/or  hours  of
education when determining  if a change to  the  ordered  education  should
occur.

This   limitation   shall   be   removed   from   Respondent's   credential   after
satisfying  the  Section  or  its  designee  that  Respondent  has  successfully
completed all the ordered education.

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Russell s. Strelnick, LC.S.W.,
shall pay COSTS of this matter in the amount of $416.00.

5.           Request  for  approval  of  courses,  proof  of  successful   course  completion  and
payment of costs (made payable to the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services)
shall be sent by Respondent to the Department Monitor at the address below:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O.  Box 7190, Madison,  WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

You may also submit this information online via DSPS'  Monitoring Case Management System,
here:

https://dspsmonitoring.wi.gov

6.           In  the  event  that  Respondent  violates  any  term  of  this  Order,  Respondent's
credential (no. 4149-123) to practice social work in the state of Wisconsin may, in the discretion



of  the   Section  or  its   designee,   be   SUSPENDED,   without   further   notice   or  hearing,   until
Respondent has complied with the terms of the Order.   The Section may, in addition and/or in the
alternative refer any violation of this Order to the Division of Legal Services and Compliance for
further investigation and action.

7.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

SOCIAL WORKER SECTION OF THE WISCONSIN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY,
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD
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Respondem Russell  S.  Strclriick`  L`C.S.W.`  and thc`  Di\-ision  i`f Legal  Scr` ices  and Compliance.
Department of Safe{}  and Professional Son.ices s€ipulate as follci\Ts:

1.            This stipulation is catered into as a re`ull ofa pe'nding ir,`cis{igatiQn by the
Di` ision of Legal  Ser\.lees and Compiianc€,   Rcspondcm conscrn{s {o the resoluti()n oi`.Jiis
iii\ estigation li}' Stipulation.

:.            Respondent understands that b>' signing this sliiiulation. Respondent ` oi'untaril}
and kerou-ingl}-\i`-ai`'es the foHo\h ing rights:

•     {fie right {o a heal.ing on the aliegariiiiis a5ains{ Rcspondcnt. at \+hich  [jme the  State has
+Lhe  burden of pro\'lng those allegat';ons b}  zl prc`pol`iderance  of the  e\ £dei]ce:

•     the rig:nt to confroi`t and cross-examine the u imess€s against Respondem:

•      the rigiit to call  \\i{Iiesses  cn  Respondent`s behalf and to compel  'Lheii. att€rAii.aiic€  b}-

subpoena:
•      the right Ill testiSr ort  Respoii,dcnt's o\+'n `behalf:
•      tlic  right to  file olijections to art.}  propo`sc-ci dL-cision  and to present t`rjet`s or c\ral

arguments to lhc ot`ficials \\.ho a? e lo rendt;r tile final decision
•      the right to pe'Liljcin for rehearing;  and

•     all  other applicabiL> rigrits afforded to Respondent under tl`e rni{ed S+Lates Constitutioi:.

the V+'isconsin Constitution, the \\`isconsin Statutes. the \l`'i sconsin Adrninistra{i\-e Code.
and other prin'isit)ns of state or federal la\\'

3.            Responde!it is av`are of Respondent...i right lo  s€c'k legal repi.esentation and has
been pro\ided an opportumty' to obtain legal  counsel before signing this Stipulation.

+.            Respondem agrees I.o the adoption ofthc` attached Final  Decision aiid order b:y
tl`e  S.cial  \\'orker SLicti{>n  of the  \\.iscoiisi!`i }4arriage  alid  Famil}.  Therapy `  Prc}fcssional
Counsc!iiig. and Sociaj  W-orb Examimng Boarcl (\Sectiorj.   The part;es to the S{ipulaticir, conscl]t
•io the entr`z'  of` t}ie attached  Firial  Decision  and Order \`-ithout  further notice7  pleading.  appearani`e

or conseii[ c`f the rartie,i,   Respondent w8i\ cs  all  rights  to an,v  artpeal  of the  Sec€ion's `?rder.  i£`
adopted ir` the form  as attac'hed



5.            Tfthc terms oftiiis stipuiatio!i are iiot acceptable to the sectioii` tile ponies shall
riot bc t`ourTad b}  the contents of {hls  Stipulation. and the matter shall Then be retiimeci tc\ the
Di\'isior.  of Legal  Sell-ices land Compiia}i^ce  1-c\r further prilc`eedirfgs.   In the cven{ that tile
Slipulatiori is not accepted b}  the Sei`tioli. the piirties agree not 'ie  comend that the Scc`tion has
been prejudiced c`r biased in any-manner b}` the corLsideration of this anemp{ed resolution.

6.            Thi` pa=|ies tc"his stiriulation agree that the a(tLirne)-or other agent i-or tli.e
DiTision of Legal  Services and C`rtmpliance and an}` member `1r` the Section ¢\`er as`signed a.s an
3dvisQr in this in\'est:igation ma}. appear before the  Section ill open or closed sessiont v` ithout {be

presence of Respondent or Respondent.s altomc:`'. for purposes of spcakir^g in suppc`ii (,\f th:s
agrcciii€m and answering questions that ant.  member of :hc S€c{ion ma}. hat,'e in cormection \\ith
deliberations on thc` Stipulation.   Additionall}., an}  suck ad\.isor may i.otc or+ \\.he{her the Section
should accept this Stipulation and issue the attached Final DL'cision and Order.

7.            RlispQndent is informed that should the sectio.ri adopt this stipulatiori. the
Section'< final Decision and Order is a public record and uill bc i)ublished in accordance \`Ith
standard Department prL`cedure.

8             T1.ie Division ofl.egal  ser`'ices and  compliance joir!s  Respondent `:n
recommending the  Section adc`pt this StipT.!la{ion and issue the attached I-inal  Decisior. and
Order.

i,c-cs//
Russell  S.  Strelnick. i.C.S.\+'... Respondent

.\z'1adison.  WI  53707-719C;

`     -     _J.

-Daez   \-   2D


