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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE ACCOUNTING EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

BETH M. BANT,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

ORDER 0 0 0 66 9 8

Division of Legal Set.vices and Compliance Case No,17 ACC 001

The pal.ties to this action for. the pui`pose of wis. Stat.  § 227.53 ai.e:

Beth M. Bant
Ogema, WI 54459

Wisconsin Accounting Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal Sei`vices and Compliance
Depai.tnient of Safety and Professional Sei`vices
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties in this nratter agree to the terms and conditions of'the attached Stipulation as
the fmal disposition of this matter, subject to the appi.oval of the Wisconsin Accounting Exandiring
Boai.d (Boai.d),   The Boai.d lias 1.eviewed this Stiprlatioii and considers it acceptable.

Accoi.dingly,  the  Boar.d  in  this  mattei.  adopts  the  attaclied  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings ofFact, Conclusions of Law and Oi.dei.,

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.           Respondent Beth M. Bant (Birth Yeai`:  1982) is licensed and ceitified by the state
of Wiscoirsin as a cei.tified public accountant, having credential nuniber 20655-1 > fll.st issued on
September 23 , 2005 and cun`ent tlu.ough on Decembei` 14, 2021.  Respondent's most recent address
on file with  the  Wisconsin Depai.tment of Safety  and Pl.ofessioiial  Services  (Department)  i§  in
Ogema, Wisconsin 54459.

2.           Oil  Febi`uary  1,  2017,  the  Depaithent  received  a  complaint fi.om  Respoiident's
formei`  employei`.   Complaiiiant  alleged  that,   while  Respondent  was  still   an  employee,  she
submitted fraudulent doci.iments to  obtain reimbui.seinent funds  fi.om her. emplc>yer. Division of
Legal   Services  and  Compliance  Case  Number   17  ACC  001   was  subsequently  opened  for.
iiIvestigation.   Complainant  also  filed  a  companion  complaint  against  Respondent  with  the
Wiscoi]sin Office of Lawyer Regulation (OLR) for tlle same coiiduct.



3.           As   part   of   the   complaint   the   Depai.tment   1.eceived   oll   February    I,   2017,
Complainant   pi.ovided   the   f[.audrileiit   documentation   that   Respondent   had   submitted   to
Complaiiiant to be 1.eimbui.sed for a hotel stay in Madison, Wisconsin in June 2016.

4.           Respondent did not stay in the liotel in Jiine 2016.

5.           As   pall   of  the   complaint   the   Department   1.eceived   on   February    1,   2017,
Complairmnt  also  pi.ovided  the  fi.audulent  documentation  that  Respondent  lrad  submitted  to
Complainant  to  be  reimbiirsed  for  a  corfei.once  Respondent  claimed to  have  attended  in New
Oi.leans, Louisiana in Decembei. 2016.

6.           The conference actually occuri.ed in November. 2016; Respondent did not attend.

7.           On Febiuai.y 1 7, 2017, in hei. response to the complaint, Respondent stated that she
had 1.epaid Complaiiiaiit the amouiit it had I.eimbui`sed her foi. tlie hotel stay in June 2016 and the
conference in December 2016.

8.            On  June  8,  2017,  Respondent  pi.ovided  fui.thei.  infoi.nation  to  the  Department.
Respondent claimed that she s`ibiultted the fraudulent document foi' hei` hotel stay in June 2016
because   Complaiiiaut  told  ha.  to  submit  it.   Respondent  could   not  substantiate  this   claim.
Respondent also claimed that she subnritted the fraudulent documentation for the confei.ence in
December 2016  because  she feat.ed  losing  her job.    Respondent  acknowledged her mistake  in
submittiiig the fraudulent documentation and does not wish to contest the mattei..

9.           Oil December.18, 2019, the wisconsin supi.eme court fi[ed its opinion (2019 WI
107)   ill   Respondent's   OLR  mattei`.   Respondent   committed   two   (2)   counts   of  misconduct.
Respondent's law license was suspended for six (6) nlonths, and Respondent is 1.equii'ed to pay tire
full costs of that proceeding which are ovei` $ 10,000.

10.        In  1.esolution  of this  matter,  Respoiident  coiisent  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Oi`der.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The wisconsiii Accounting Examining Boar.d has jui`isdiction to act in this matter

pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 442.12, and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to
Wis. Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2,          By the conduct described in tlie Findings ofFact, Respondent violated wis. Admiii.
Code § Accy  i.102(1) by knowingly misrepresenting facts.

3.           By  the  conduct  desci.ibed  in  the  Findings  of Fact,  Respondents  violated  Wis.
Admin.  Code § Accy  1.401(1) by committing acts that ai.e disci.editable to the profession.

4.           By the coriduct described in the Filldings ofFact, Respondent violated wis. Admin.
Code § Accy 4.101 (8) by engaging in conduct I.eflecting adversely upon the licensee's fltness to

perfoi`m set.vices, including coiiduct constituting incompetence.

5.           As a result of the above violations, Respoiident Beth M. Bant is subject to discipline

put.suant to Wig, Stat.  § 442.12(1).
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ORDER

i.           The attached stipulatioii is accepted.

2.           Respoiident   Betli   M.   Bant's   certification   and   liceiise   (number.   20655-I)   is
SUSPENDED for six (6) months beginning ten (10) days fi'om the date of this Order,

3.           Respondellt   Beth   M.   Bant's   eel.tiflcation   and   license   (iiunibei.   20655-i)   is
LIMITED as follows:

a.           Within  90  days  of tlie  date  of tliis  Oi.dei`,  Respondent  shall  successfully
complete thl.ee (3) houl`s of education on the topic of professional ethics offer.ed by
a pi.ovidei. pre-approved by the  Board's monitoi.iiig liaison, including taking and

passing any exam offei.ed foi. the coui.ses.

b.           Respondent  shall  submit  pi.oof of successful  completion  of the  ordei`ed
education ill the form of vei.ification from the institution pi.oviding the education to
the  Department  Monitc)1.  at  the  addi.ess  stated  below.    None  of the  education
completed  pui'siiaiit  to  this  requirement  may  be  used  to  satisfy  any  continuing
education  I.equii`ements  tllat  have  been  or  may  be  instituted  by  the  Board  or
Depailment, and also may not be used in futui.e attempts to upgl.ade a credential in
Wisconsin.

c.           This  liiultation  shall  be  I.emoved   fi.om  Respondent's  ceitification  and
license after satisfying the Board oi. its designee that Respondent has successfully
completed all of the ordered education.

4.           Within ninety (90) days fi.om the date of this order, Respondent Beth M. Bant shall
pay the COSTS of this matter in tile amount of $ 1,004.

5.           Proof of successful coui.se completion and paymeiit of costs (made payable to the
Wisconsin Depailiiient of Safety and Pi.ofessional Services) shall sent to the Depai.tment Moiiitoi.
at tlie addi.ess below:

Departmeiit Moiiitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Depai`tment of Safety and Pi`ofessional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267~3 817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

You may also submit this infol.mation online via the Department's Monitoring Case Management
System at: https://app.wi.gov/DSPSMointoring.

6.           In the event Respoiident violates any tei.in of this oi.der, Respondent's cei.tification
aiid license (rmmber 20655-1), oi. Respondent's right to 1.enew hei. cei`tification and license, may,
in the discretion of the Board oi. its designee, be SUSPENDED, without fur.thei` notice or hearing,
uiitil Respondent has complied with the tei.nrs of the Order.. The Board may, in addition and/oi. in



the altei.native, refer any violation of this Order to the Division of Legal Sei.vices and Complialice
for. fui.thor investigation aiid actioii.

7.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN ACCOIJNTING EXAMINING BOARD

2-t_-__+i
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STATE OF VISCONSIN
BEFORE TEE AccOuNTING EXAENING BOARD

IN TIE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

BETH M. BANT,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

0RDER0006698

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.17 ACC 001

Respondent Beth M. Bant and the Division of Legal Services and Compliance, Department of
Safety and Professional Services, stipulate as follows:

1.          This stipulation is entered into as a result of a pending investigation by the
Division of Legal Services and Compliance.  Respondent consents to the resolution of this
investigation by Stipulation.

2.          Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation, Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waive the following rights:

•    the right to a hearing on the allegations ngainst Respondent at which time the State has
the burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•    the right to confront and crosscxamine the witnesses against Respondent;
•    the right to call witnesses on Respondent's behalf and to compel her attendance by

subpoena;
•    the right to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•    the rigbt to file objections to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral

arguments to the officials who are to render the final deeision;
•    the right to petition for rehearing; and
•    all other applicable rights afforded to Respondent under the United States Constitution,

the Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code,
and other provisions of state or federal law.

3.          Respondent is aware of Respondent's right to seek legal representation and has
been provided an opportunity to obtain legal counsel before signing this Stipulation.

4.          Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by
the Wisconsin Accounting Examining Board @oard).  The parties to the Stipulation consent to
the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order without further notice, pleading, appearance
or consent of the.parties.  Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of the Board's order, if
adopted in the fom as attached.

5.          If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not
be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matter shall then be returned to the Division



of Legal Services and Compliance for further proceedings.  In the event that the Stipulation is
not accepted by the Board, the parties agree not to contend that the Board has been prejudiced or
biased in any manner by the consideration of this attempted resolution.

6.          The parties to this stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent for the
Division of Legal Services and Compliance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an
advisor in this investigation may appear before the Board in open or closed session, without the
presenceofRespondent,forpulposesofspeakinginsupportofthisagreementandanswering
questions that any member of the Board may have in connection with deliberations on the
Stipulation.  Additionally, any such advisor may vote on whether the Board should accept this
Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

7.          Respondent is informed that should the Board adopt this stipulation, the Board's
Final Decision and Order is a public record and will be published in accordance with standard
Deparment procedure.

8.          The Division of Legal services and compliance joins Respondent in
recolnmending the Board adopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

Ogema, WI 54459
Credential no. 20655-1

P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

- I 5- , ao9b
Date
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