
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF 
SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services 
Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions  

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of Safety and 
Professional Services website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s Open 
Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.  

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:  

  The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing authorities 
within the Department of Safety and Professional Services from November, 1998 to the present. In addition, 

many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November, 1998 are posted. Not all orders 
issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal disciplinary action.  

  Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the Department of 
Safety and Professional Services data base. Because this data base changes constantly, the Department is 
not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or delete data. The Department is not 
responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates, modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have 
the responsibility to determine whether information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and 
complete.  

  There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original documents should be 

consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies of original orders may be obtained by 

mailing requests to the Department of Safety and Professional Services, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. 

The Department charges copying fees. All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and 

respondent's name as it appears on the order.  

  Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the appeal. 
Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of Safety and 
Professional Services is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.” 
  
    The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at: 
    http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca 
 

 Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.  

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of Decisions 
subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line database.  

Correcting information on the DSPS website: An individual who believes that information on the website is 

inaccurate may contact DSPS@wisconsin.gov 

 

http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:DSPS@wisconsin.gov


STATE 0F WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

PAUL J. FRETSCHEL, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

ORDER 0 0 0 66 5 9

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.  18 NUR 557

The pal.ties to this action foi. the purpose of Wis. Stat.  § 227.53  are:

Paul J. Fi.etschel, R.N.
W3712 W. RIver Rd.
Toiiiahawk, WI 54487

Wisconsin Board of Nui.sing
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI  53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Depai.tment of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI  53707-7190

Tile parties in this matter agi.ee to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the filial  disposition of this  mattei.,  subject to  the  appi.oval of the  Wisconsin  Boal-d of N`ii.sing

(Boai.d).   The Boat.d has reviewed tliis Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Boai.d  in  this  mattei.  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  aiid  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions Of Law, and Oi.dei..

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.           Respoirdent paul  J.  Fretschel, R.N.,  (DOE  september 7,1956) is licensed  in the
state  of  Wisconsiii  as  a  i`egistered  nurse,  having   license  numbei.  70976-30,   first  issiied   on
Septembei. 29, 1978 and cui.I.ent the.ough February 28, 2020.  Respondent's most recent address on
file with the Wisconsiii Department of Safety and P1`ofessional  Services (Depai`tmeiit) is W3712
West Rivet. Road, Tomahawk, Wisconsin 54487.

2.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was en]ployed as a i`egistered
nut.se at a coi`rectioiral facility q7acility), located in Irma, Wisconsin.



3.           On Fchruary  9,  2016,  Respondeiit I.eceived  a  call  at  9:00p.in.  from  housing  unit
staff tlrat Patient A, a  14-yeai. old inale, was complaining of headache and stomach pains. Patient
A was bent over and appeared in.

4.           On February 9, 2016, Patient A reported vomiting eight (8) to ten (10) times since
the prior day.

5.           On February 9, 2016, Respondent met with patient A and decunented abdomiiial
tenderness I:ipon palpitation without rebound tenderness and hyperactive bowel souiids.

6.           On Febi.uary 9, 2016, Respondent gave patient A two (2) bottles of sieiTa Mist to
sip slowly.   Patient A was instructed that if vomiting occurred again to stop for one (1) hour and
then retry.  Respondent also noted that Patient A was scheduled to be rechecked.

7.          Respondent failed to provide direction or suggestion for follow up on patient A.

8.           On  September  9,  2018,  the  Departmeiit  mailed  a  request  for  a  response  to  the
allegations  to  Respondent at the  address  on  file with  the  DepartmenL  The Department  did  not
irfue a response.

9.           In  I.esolution  of this  nratter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
CconclusionsofLawandorder.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The wisconsin Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuaiit to
Wis. Stat.  § 441.07, and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis. Stat
§ 227.44(5).

2.           By the conduet described in the Findings ofFact, Paul J. Fretschel, RN., violated
Wis. Admin.  Code  § N 7.03(1Xc), by failing to respond to a request from the Board in a timelyn-er.

3.          By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Paul J. Fretschel, RN., violated
Wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(6)(a), by failing to pei.fom.I nursing with reasonable skill and safety.

4.           By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Paul J. Fretschel, RN., violated
Wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(6)(c), by departing from or failing to conform to the minimal standards
Of acceptable nursing practice that may create necessary risk or danger to a patient's live, health
or sofety .

5.           By the conduct described inthe Findings ofFact, Paul J. FretscheL R.N., violated
Wis. Admin. Code § N 7.03(6)(i), by failing to consult or delaying in consultation for clinical care
beyond scope of practice.

6.           By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Paul J. Fretschel, R.N., violated
Wis. Adinin.  Code § N 7.03(6)(j), by failing to treat.



6.           As a result of the above conduct, Paul J. Fretschel, R.N., is subject to discipline

pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 441.07(1g)(b) and (d).

ORDER

1.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent paul J. Fretschel, R.N., is REPRIMANDED.

3.           The  registered  nurse  license  issued  to  Paul  J.  Fretschel,  R.N.,  (license  number
221425-30) and his privilege to practice in Wisconsin pursuant to the Enhanced Nurse Licensure
Compact, are LIMITED as follows:

a.           Within  ninety  (90)  days  of the  date  of this  Order,  Respondent  shall  at
his  own  expense,  successfully  complete  six  (6)  hours  of  education  on
the  topic  of patient  assessment  offered  by  a  provider  pre-approved  by
the  Board's  monitoring  liaison,  including  taking  and  passing  any  exam
offered for the courses.

b.           Respondent  shall  submit proof of successful  completion of the  education
in the  form of verification  from the institution providing the  education to
the   Department  Monitor   at  the   address   stated   belowi.      None   of  the
education  completed pursuant to  this  requirement may  be  used to  satisfy
any continuing education requirements that have been or may be instituted
by the Board or Department, and also may not be used  in future attempts
to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

This limitation shall be removed from Respondent's license after satisfying
the  Board  or its designee  that Respondent has  successfully  completed  all
of the ordered education.

4.           Pursuant  to  the   Enhanced  Nurse  Licensure   Compact,  Respondent's  may  not
practice nursing in a compact state, other than Wisconsin, during the pendency of this limitation.

5.           Within  120  days  from  the  date  of this  Order,  Paul  J.  Fretschel,  R.N.,  shall  pay
COSTS of this matter in the amount of $536.00.

6.          Payment of costs shall be made payable to the wisconsin Department of safety and
Professional Services and sent to the Department Monitor at the address below:

Department Mon itor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov



You inay also subndt tliis information online via the Departmenl's Monitoring Case
Management System at

httDs//aDD.wi.gov/DSPSMonitoring

7.           In  the  event  Respondent  violates  any  term  of this  Order,  Respondent's  liceiise
(70976-30), or Respondent's right to renew his license, may, in the discretion Of the Boat.d or its
designee, be SUSPENDED, without fuither notice or hearing, until Respondent has complied with
the terms of the Order. The Board may, in addition and/or in tile alterirative refer any violation of
this Order to tile Division of Legal Services and Compliance for further investigation and action.

8.           Tliis order is effective on the date of its signing.

\h/ISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

by:
A Melnbei. of the Board Date



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOAID OF NURSING

f]ECEIVED

JAM  2  8   2020
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IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PRO CEEDINGS AGAINS T

PAUL J. FRETSCHEL, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

ORDER 0 0 0 66 5 9

Divisioll of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.18 NUR 557

Respondent Paul J. Fretschel, R.N., and the Division of Legal Services and Compliance,
Department of Safety and Professional Services stip`ilate as follows:

I.           This stipulation is entei.ed into as a result of a pending investigation by the
Division ofLegal Services and Compliance.  Respondent consents to the resolution of this
investigation by Stipu latioii.

2.           Reapondent understands that by signing this stipulation, Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•     the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondeiit, at which time the State has
the burden of pi.oving those allegations by a pi.eponderance of the evidence;

•     the l.ight to collfi.ont and cross-examine the witnesses against Respoiident;
•    the right to call witnesses on Respondent's behalf and to compel their attendaiice by

subpoena;
•     the right to testify on Respondent's own behalf;
•     the I.ight to file objections to any proposed decision and to pi`esent briefs or oi`al

arguments to the officials who are to render the fmal decision;
•     the right to petition foi. I.elieai`ing; and
•     all other applicable rights afforded to Respoiident under the United States Constitutioii,

the Wisconsin Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code,
and other provisions of state or federal law.

3.           Respondent is awai`e of Respondent' s right to seek legal representation and has
been provided an opportullity to obtain legal couiisel befoi.e signing this Stipulation.

4.           Respoiident agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and oi`dei. by
the Wisconsin Board of Nui`sing (Boai`d).  The pal.ties to the Stipulation consent to the entry of
the attached Final Decision and Oi.dei. without fiii.tlier notice, pleading, appearaiice or consent of
the parties.   Respondent waives all i.ights to any appeal of the Boai.d's oi.dei., if adopted in the
foi`m as attached.

5.           If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the pal.ties shall nc>t
be bound by the contents of this Stipulation, and the matter shall then be I.etumed to the Divisioii



of Legal Services and Cc>mpliance foi` further pi.oceedings.  In the event that the Stipulation is
not accepted by the Boar.d, the parties agree irot to coi`tend that the Board has been pi.ejudiced or
biased ill any manner by the considei.ation of this attempted resolution.

6.           The pal.ties to this stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent foi. the
Division of Legal Services alid Comi)liance and any membei. of the Boat.d evei' assigned as all
advisoi. in this investigation may appear befoi.e the Board in open or closed sessioii, without tlre
pi.esence of Respondent, for puiposes of speaking in support of this agreement and answei`ing
questions that any membei. of the Board may lrave in coimection with deliberations on the
Stipulation.  Additionally, any such advisor may vote on whetlrer the Boai.d should accept this
Stipulation and issue the attached Filial Decision and Oi`der,

7.           Respondent is iirformed that should the Boar.d adopt this stipulation, the Board's
Final Decision and Oi.der is a public record and will be published in accordance with standard
Department pi`ocedu[.e.

8.           The Divisioii of Legal services and compliance joins Respondent in
1.ecormiending the Board adopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final Decision and Order.

?au 5=
Paul J. Fretschel, R.N., Respondent
W3712 W. RIver Rd.
Tomahawk, WI 54487
License no. 70976-30

Depai`tment of Safety and Pi.ofessioiial Services
Division of Legal Services and Compliance
P.O. Box 7190
Madison VI 53707-7190

I-'S-2
Date

I.  12 8  /To 2o
Date


