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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

TRACY L. SZOCIK, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER0006655
Division of Legal  Services and  Compliance Case No.  I 8 NUR  I 43

The parties to this action for the  purpose of wis.  Stat.  § 227.53  are:

Tracy  L.  Szocik,  R.N.
Cudahy,  WI  53110

Wisconsin  Board of Nursing
P.O.  Box 8366
Madison,  WI   53708-8366

Division  of Legal  Services and  Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional  Services
P.0.  Box  7190
Madison,  WI   53707-7190

The  parties  in  this  matter agree  to  tlle  terms  and  conditions  of the  attached  Stipiilation  as
the  final  disposition  of this  matter,  subject  to  the  approval  of the  Wisconsin  Boat.d  of Nursing

(Board).   The  Board  has  reviewed  this  Stipiilation  and  considers  it  acceptable.

Accordingly,   the   Board   in   this   matter  adopts   the   al[ached   Stipiilation   ancl   makes   the
following  Findings  of Fact,  Conclusioiis  of Law,  and  Ordei..

FINDINGS OF FACT

I.             Respondent  Tracy  L.  Szocik,  R.N.,  (DOE  XX-XX-1969)  is  liceiised  in  the  state of`

Wisconsin  as  a  registered  nurse,  having  license  niHTiber  I 23511 -30,  fli.st  issiied  on  Jiily   10,   I 996,

and   ci`rrent   throiigh   Fcbriiary   28,   2020.      Respondeiit's   most   recem   aildress   oil   file   with   the

Wisconsin   Department  of Safety  aiid   Professional   Services  (Depai.tiiieiit)   is   located   in  Ciidaliy,
Wisconsin  53110.

2.                At  all  tinies  I.elevant  to  this  pi.oc€edillg,   Rc`spoiidc`Iit  wz[is  i`mpli)}i`d   iL`  a  icgistei.eci

niH.se  at  healthcai-e  center  (Ceiiter),  located  in  Waiiwatosa,  Wisconsin.

3,              On   lanual.y  23`  2018.  Patieiit  A  liad  a  valid  pi.escl.iptioii  for(lfty-six  (56)oxycodone

5  mg  I.iblets.    '1  lie  ordei.  was  to  take  oiie  ( 1 )  tablet  every  tlii.ee  (3)  lioiu-s`  as  iiei`ded.  I`or  ptiiii.



4.            Respondentrequested refills of this prescription on January23, January27,January
31,  February  4,  and  February  9,  2018.    The  prescription  was  filled  on  Jamiary  24,  January  30,
February 2,  February 7, and  February  13,  2018.

5.            Respondent  admitted  that  she  stockpj]ed  the  medications  and  did  not  count  the
remaining tablets from the previous fill  before ordering a ilew fill  of the prescription.

6.            The centerasked Respondentto submitto a urine drug screen.   Respondent agreed
to the urine drug sci.een and told her supervisors that she would test positive foI. oxycodone because
a  friend  had  given  her  iiiedication  for  lier  pain.    Respondent  denied  diverting  medication  from
Patient A.

7.            The driigscreen  resultswerepositjve formorphine, oxycodone, and oxymorphone.
Respondent did not have a current prescription for oxycodone, and did not have valid prescriptions
for morphine or oxymorphone.

8.            Respondent  denies that  she  diverted  medication  from  patient A,  but  in  resolution
of this matter,  Respondent consents to the elitry of the following Conclusions of Law and  Order.

CONCLUSIONS 0F LAW

I.            The wisconsin  Board of Nursing hasjurisdiction  to act in this matter pursiiant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 441.07, and  is authorized to enter into the attached  Stipulation  pursuant to Wis.  Stat.

§ 227.44(5).

2.             Pursuant to  wis.  Stat.  §  961.16(2)(a)I  I.,  oxycodone  is  a schedule  ll  controlled
substance for which,  under the circiimstances  at  issiie,  a  prescription  is required  pursuant to Wis.
Stat.  §  961.38(2).

3.              Pursuant to  wis.  Stat.  §  961.16(2)(a)12.,  oxyiTiorphone  is  a schedule  ll  controlled

substance  for which,  under the  Gil.cLimstances  at  isslie,  a  prescription  is  required  pursuant to  Wis.
Stat.  §  96] .38(2).

4.              Pursuant to  wis.  Slat.  §  96].16(2)(a)10.,  morphine  is  a  schedule  ll  conti-olled

substance  for which,  under the  cil.ciimstanccs  at  issiic,  a  pi.cscription  is  reqiiired  pursuant to  Wis.

Stat.  §  961.38(2).

5.             By  the  conduct  desciibed  in  the  Fiiidings  ofFact,  Tracy  L.  Szocik,  R.N.,  violated
Wis.  Admin.  Code  §  N  7.03(8)(e),  by  obtai.iiing,  possessiiig  or  attempting  to  obtain  or  possess  a

driig  withoii{  lawt`iil  aiithority.

6.               As  a   resiil[  ortlie   iibove  coiidiii`l  Tracy   L.   Szocik.   R.N.`   is   silbject  to   disclpli]ie

piirsilant  to  Wis.  Stat.  §  441.07( I g)(b)  and  (d).



ORDER

I.             The attached  stipulation  is accepted.

2.            Respondent Tracy L.  Szocik,  R.N.,  is REPRIMANDED.

3.            The registered  license issued to Tracy L.  Szocik, R.N., (license number  l235 I I -30)
to  practice  niirsing  in  the  state  of Wisconsin,  and  her privilege to  practice  in  Wisconsin  pursuant
to the Enhanced Nurse Licensure Compact, are LIMITED as follows:

a.             For a period  of at  least two (2) years  from  the date of this ordei.:

in

Respondent   shall   enroll   and   participate   in   a   driig   and   alcohol
monitoring    program    which    is    approved    by    the    Department

(Approved   Program).     Enrollment  shall   occur  within  thilly   (30)
calendar days from  the date of this Order.

At    the    time    Respondent    enrolls    in    the    Approved    Program,
Respondent   shall   review   all   of  the   rules   and   procedures   made
available  by  the  Approved  Program.     Failure  to  comply  with   all
requirements   for   participation   in   drug   and   alcohol   monitoring
established  by  the  Approved  Program   is  a  sLibstantial  violation  of
this  Order.  The  requirements  shall  include:

I.            Contact  with  the  Approved  program  as  dircctcd  on  a  daily
basis,  inclliding  vacations,  weekends  and  holidays.

2.             Production ofa ui.ine, blood,  sweat,  fingernail,  haii`, saliva or

othel-    specimen    at    a    collection    site    desigiiated    by    the

Approved  Program  within  five (5)  hours of notification  of` a
test.

3.             The    Approved     Program     shall     require    the    testiiig     of
specimens  at   a   frequeiicy   of`  not   less  thaii   forty-nine   (49)
times   per  year,   for   at   least   the   fil.st   year   of  this   Ordei..
Thei.eafter, the Board  may adjust the freqiiency of testing on
its  own  initiative  at  ariy  tilTie.

Respondent    shall    abstain    from    all    personal    iise   of   coiitrolled

siibstances    as    defined    in    Wis.    Stat.    §961.0](4),    except    when

prescribed,    dispensed    or    administered    by    a    pi.actitioiiei.    for    a
legi`iiii.ite        medical        conditioii.        Respoiident        shall        disclose

Respondeiit.s  dl.ug  aiid  alcoliol  liistoi.y  aiid  tlie  e^islelice  alid  iiatiii.i>

ol`tliis  Oi.del.  to  tlie  pi.actitioiier  priol.  to  the  practitioliel.  oi.clei.iiig  the

coliti.olled   siibstaiice.     Resi)ondeiit  shall   at  the  tiiiie  tlie   coiitrolled

siibstaiice  is  oi.dered  immediately  sigii  a  I.elease  ill  coiiiplialice  with

st<1te     aiid     t`eclel.al     laws    allthorizing    the     pl.clctitioliei.    to     disciiss

Respondent.s    tl.eatmetit    withs    and    provide    copies    or   lrca[ment



vii.

vill.

records  to,  the  Board  ol`  its  designee.  Copies  of tliese  releases  sliall

immediately be filed  with the Department Monitor.

Respondent shall  report to  the Department  Monitor all  prescription
medications   and   driigs   taken   by   Respondent.      Reports   must   be
received   within   24   hours   of   ingestion   or   administration   of  the
medication  or  drug,  and  shall  identify  the  person  or  persons  who

prescribed,  dispensed,  ad]Tijnistered  or  ordered  said  medications  or
drugs.      Each  time the  prescription  is  filled  or refilled,  Respondent
shall  inimediately  arrange  for the  prescliber or phai`macy  to  fax  and
mail  copies of all prescriptions to the Department Monitor.

Respondent  shall   provide  the   Depailment   Monitor  with   a   list  of
over-the-counter medications and drugs that she may take from time
to  time.     Over-the-counter  medications  and   drugs  that  mask  the
consumption   of  controlled   substances   or  of  alcohol,   ci.eate   false

positive  scrccning results,  or intcrfei.e  with  Rcspondcnt's  treatment
and rehabilitation,  shall  not be taken  unless ordered  by  a physician,
in   which   case   the   drug   must   be   reported   as   described    in   the

paragraph  3(a)v.

All   positive   test   results   ai.e   presumed   valid   and   may   result   in
automatic   suspension   of  licensure   by   the   Board   or  the   Board's
designee.      Respondent   must   prove   by   a   preponderzince   of  the
evidence  an error in collection, testing,  fault  in the chain  of custody
or other valid defense.

If any  urine,  blood,  sweat,  fingernail,  hair,  saliva  or  other specimen
is  positive  or  suspected   positive  for  any  controlled   substances  or

alcohol,   Respondent  shall   promptly   submit  to  additional   tests  or
exaiTiinations   as  the   Board   or   its  designee  shall   determine  to   be
appropi.late  to  clarify  or  confirm  the  positive  c)r  siispected  positive

test  results.

If any  iirine,  blood,  sweat,  fingemail,  hair,  saliva  or other specimen
is   confirmed    positive,   tlle    Board,    oi.   its   designee,    ITiay    impose

additional  limitations,  including restrictions on  Respondent.s access

to  controlled  siibstances.

Respoiident  shall  pi.ovide  her  iiursilig  eiiiployer  with  a  copy  of this

Order   bet`oi.e   engaging   ill   any   iiiii.siiig   employmeiit.      Respondent

sliall  pi.ovidi.  the  DcparUiieiit  Moliilol` willi  wi.itti`ii  acl`iiowledgnient

rl-om   i`acli   iiiH.silig   eiiiployer   that   .1   copy   ol`  this   Order   has   been

received.          Silch     ackiiowledgmciil     shall     be     pl-ovidecl     to     the

Depai.tmeiit   Monitoi.   witliin   foiii.teen   (14)   days  of  begiiiiiilig   new

employment  and/or  within   foiirteen   (14)  (lays   of  tlie   date   of  this

Oi.der  for  eliiployiiieiit  ciii`reii\  as  ol`the  date  of this  Ortli`I..



XII.

For a period of at least two (2) years wliile working at least half-time
as a nurse, Respondent shal I work only under direct supervision, and
only  in  a  work  setting  pre-approved  by  the  Board.    Respondent's
ciirrent  employiTient  at  Holistic  Health  Hospice  is  approved  by  the

Boai.d;   however,   Respondent   liiay   not   provide   care   in   homes
independently.  Respondent shall not work in a home health, assisted
living, agency,  pool  or as a  nurse  in  a correclional  setting.

For a period of at least two (2) years while working at least half-lime
as a nurse,  Respondent shall  arrange for her nursing employer(s) to
send   to  the  Department   Monitot.  quarterly  reports,   reporting  the
terms  and  conditions  of Respondent's  employmeiit  and  evaluating
her work performance.

Respondent  may  woi`k  as  a  nurse  oi. other health  care provider  in  a
setting jn which  Respondent has access to controlled substances.

Within  thirty  (30)  days  from  the  date of the  Order,  Respondent  shall  enter
into, and shall continue, drug and alcohol treatment with a treater acceptable
to  the  Board  or  its  designee  (Treater).     Respondent  shall  participate   in,
cooperate    with,    and    follow    all    treatment    recommended    by   Treater.
Comcrstone Counseling Services is approved  by tlie Board as an acceptable
Treater.

T"

Respondent  shall  immediatcly  provide  Treater  with  a  copy  of this
Final  Decision and  Order and all other subsequent orders.

Treater     shall     be     responsible     for     cool.dinating     Respondent's
rehabilitation   and   treatment   as   reqiiired   under   the  terms   of  this
Order, and  shall  imiTiediately report any  relapse,  violation  of any of
the    terms    and    conditions    of   this    Order,    and    any    suspected
iiiiprofcssional  condiict,  to  the  Department  Monitor  (See  pal.agraph
10,  below).   IfTreater  is  iinable  or iinwilling to  serve as  required  by
this    Oi.der,    Respondent    shall    .Immediately    seek    approval    of   a
successor Treatcr by the  Board  or  its  desigiiec.

The   reliabilitatioii   pi.ograiii   sliall    incliide   individual   aiid/ol.   gi.oiip

therarjy    sessioiis   at   a   frociiiency   to    be   detei.mined    by   Trcatci..

Therapy    iiiay   end    olily    witli    tlle    approval    of`  the    Board    or   Its

desigiiei..   aflel.  receivilig  ii  petitioll   for  liiodification  as  I-eqllired   by

pal.agrar>h   8.  belov`/.

Ti.eater   shall    siibmit    t`ormal    wi`itten    I.epoi.ts   to    the    Department

Monitor on  a qiiai.tei.ly basis, as directed  by the  Department Monitor.



These reports shall  assess Respondent's progress in di-Lig aiid alcohol
treatmeiit.

Re`spendent shall providc and keep on file wit]i Treater, all treatinent
facilities   and   persomlel,   laboratories   and   collection   sites,   cLiri-eiit

releases  complying  with  state  and  federal  laws.   The  releases  shall
allow the Board,  its designee, and  any  employee of the  Department
to:  (a) obtain  all  specimen  screen  I.esults  and  patieiit health  care  and
treatmelit   records   and   reports,   and   (b)   discuss   the   progress   of
Respondent's  treatment  and   rehabilitation  witli   Ti.eatei.,  treatmeiit

facilities and  personnel,  laboratories and  collection  sites.   Copies of
these   releases   shall    immediately    be   filed    with   the   Deparlmeiit
Monitor.

4.             The registered  license issued to Tracy L.  Szocik, R.N., (license number  l235 I I -30)
and her privilege to practice ill  Wisconsin pui.suant to the Enhanced Nurse Licensure Compact, are
LIMITED as fol lows:

Within  ninety  (90)  days  of the  date  of this  Order,  Respondent  shall  at  her
own  expense,  successfully  complete  three  (3)  hours  of education  on  the
topic  of opioids  and  pain  management,  and  five  (5)  hours  of education  on
the top:c of opioid crisis offered by a provider pre-approved  by the Boai.d's
monitoring  liaison,  including taking and  passing any  exam   offered  for  the
courses.

Respondent  shall  siibmit  proof of successful  completion  of` the  education
in  the  form  of verification  from  the  institution  providing  the  education  to
tlie   Departiiient   Monitor   at   the   address   stated    below.       Noiie   of   the
education  completed  piirsuant  to  this  requirement  may  be  used  to  satisfy
any contiiiuing education  reqiiirements that have  been  or liiay  be  instituted
by  the  Board  or  Department,  and  also  iiiay  not  be  iised  in  fiiture  attempts
to  lipgrade  a  credential  in  Wisconsin.

This  limitation  shall  be  removed  from  Respondent's  liceiise  after satisfying

the  Board  oi.  its  designee  that  Respondent  has  successfiilly  completed  all
of the ordered ediication.

5.              Pill-siiant to the  Enhanced Nurse Licensui.e compact, Respondetit's iiui.sing  pi.actice

is  liiiiited  to  Wiscoiisin  cliiriiig  the  pendency  of this  limitation(s).

6.              The   Boai.cl   or   its   desigiiee   iiiay,   wi[hoLi[   heal.ing`   susi)end   Respondent`s   nui.sing

liceiisL`   upoii  I.cceipt  ol` iiifoi.malion  th€``   Respoiidelil   is   in   siibstaiitial  ol.  repeatc`d   violation   of ally

pi.ovisioli   ortliis   Oi.de`i`.     A   substantial   violatioli   incliides,   but   is   iiol   liiiiited   lo,   a   positive   dlilg
screen.   A  I.epeated  violatioii  is  detlned  as  the  iiiiiltiple violatioiis  c>f`the  same  pi.ovision  or  violation

of more  tlian  oiie  pl.ovisioli.  The  Boai-d  oi-its  desigliee  iiiay,   ill  colijilnction  witli  the  siispension,

proliibit  Respc)ndciit  from  scekiiig  tcl.Iiiiiicition  ot`the  siispeiision  for  a  specified  period  of time.



7.             The Board  or its designee may terminate the suspension  if provided with  sufficient
information  that  Respondent  is  in  compliance  with  the  Order  and  that  it  is  appropriate  for the
suspension to be terminated.  Whether to terminate the suspension shall be wholly in the discretion
of the  Boat.d or its designee.

8.            After the first year from the date of this order, Respondent may petition the Board
on  an  annual basis  for a modification  of the terms  of this Order.   After two (2) consecutive years
of`successful compliance, the Respondent may  petition  the Board  for return of full  licensure.   The
Board  may grant or deny any petition,  in  its discretion,  or may modify this Order as  it sees flt.

9.             Within   120  days  from  the  date  of this  Order,  Tracy   L.   Szocik,   R.N„  shall   pay
COSTS  of this matter in the ail'lount of $777.00.

10.           Any   requests,   pelilions,   reports,   and   other  information   required   by  this  Order,
including request for approval  of courses,  proof of successful  course completion,  and  payment of
costs  (made  payable  to  the  Wisconsin  Department  of Safety  and  Professional  Services)  shall  be
sent by Respondent to the Department Monitor at the address below:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of safety and Professional  Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison,  WI   53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817;  Fax  (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitorinE!rwlwisconsin.£ov

You  may  also  submit  this  information  online  via  DSPS  Monitoring  Case  management
System  here:

https//app.wi.gov/DSPSMonitoring

11.          In   the   everit   Respondent  violates   any  term   of this   Order,   Respondent's   license

(123511 -30),  or Respondent's  right to  renew  her  license,  may,  jn  the  discretion  of the  Board  or  its
designee,  be  SUSPENDED,  wittiout  further  notice  or  hearing.  The  Board  or  its  dcsignee  may
terliiinate the siispension  if provided  with  sufficient  information  that  Respondent  is  in  compliance
with  the Order and that  it  is appropriate for the suspension  to  be terminated.   Whether to terminate
the  suspension  shall  be  wholly  in  the  discretion  of the  Board  or  its  designee.    Tlie  Board  may,  in
addition and/or in the alternative  refer any violation  of this Order to the Division of Legal Services
and  Compliance  for further  investigation  and  action.

12.          This  order  is  effective  on  the  date  of its  signing.

WISCONSIN  BOARD OF NURSING

bv: :,;,z,,,. 2/,J/b
Date



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

TRACY L.  SZOCIK, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

ORDER 0 0 066 5 5

Division  of Legal  Services  and  Compliance Case No.  I 8 NUR  143

Respondent Tracy L.  Szocik,  R.N.,  and the Division of Legal  Services and  Compliance,
Department of Safety and  Professional  Services stipulate as follows:

I.             Thisstipulation  isentered  intoasaresultofapending  investigatjonbythe
Division ofLegal  Services  and  Compliance.   Respondent consents to the resolution  of this
investigation by  Stipulation.

2.            Respondent understands that by  signing this stipulation, Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waives the foHowing  rights:

•      the right to a heal.jng on  the allegations against  Respondent, at which  time the  State has

the burden  of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;
•      the  right to  confront and  ci`oss-examine the witnesses against Respondent;

•      the right to call  witnesses on  Respondent's  behalf and  to compel  their attendance  by

subpoena;
•      the right to testify on  Respondent's own  behalf;
•      the right to file objections to any proposed decisioli  and  to  pl.esent bl.iefs or oral

arguments  to the  officials  whc)  are  to  I.ender the  final  decision;
•      the right to petition  for rehearing;  and
•      all  other applicable  rights  affoi`ded  to  Respondent  iinder tlie  uliited  states  constitution,

the  Wisconsin  Constitiltioti,  the  Wisconsiii  Statiites,  the  Wisconsin  Administrative  Code,

and  other  pl.ovisions  ot`state  or  federal  law.

3.             Respondent  is  awai`e  of Respondent`s  I.igh"o  seek  legal  repi.esentation  and  has
been  pl.ovjded  an  opportunity  to  obtain  legal  coiinsel  befoi`e  sigllilig this  Stipiilatioii.   Respondent

is  represented  by  Attoi.Hey  Kristi`n  Nelson.

4.             Respondeiit  agrees  to  the  adoptioli  of the  attached  Filial  Decisioli  aiid  order by
tlie  Wiscoiisiii   Boal.d  ol`NiH.silig  (Boaicl).    Tlie  I)allies  lo  lhi`  Slii]illaLioli  coiiseut  to  tlie  elltry  of

tlie  attaclicd  F.jnal   Decisioii  aiid  OI.(1er  withoiit  l`iilllicl   iiolic`e.  pleadl.Iig.  appeal.£`nce  or colisciil  ol`

tlie  pailies     Respoiident  waives  all  riglits  to any  appeal  of the  Board's  oi.der.  if adopted  ill  tlie

foi.lil  as  attached.



5.           If the tens of this stipulation are not acceptable to tl]e Board, the patties shall uctt
be bound by the contents of this StipLllation, and tlie matter shall then be returned to the Division
of Legal  Services and Compliance for further proceedi]igs.  In the event that the Stipiilation is
not accepted by the Board, tlie parties agree Hot to ¢onterid that the Board has been prejudiced or
biased in any maiiner by the consideration of this attempted ]tsolution.

6.           The |7ar{ies to this stipulfltion agree that the attorney or other agent fciT the
Division of Lnga.1  Services and Compliance and any member of the Board ever assigned as an
advisor in this investigation may appear before the Bciard in open or c]osed session. without the
presence of Respondent or Respondent's attorney, for ptxposes of` speaking in s`ipport of this
agreement and answering questions that any member of the Board may have ln connection with
deliberations ou the Stipulation.  Addit]onally, any such advisor rna.y vote on whether the Boa.rd
should accept this Stipulation and issue the attached Fjual Dccisioii and Order.

7.           Respondent is I.nformed that should the Board adopt this stipulation, the l3oard's
Fiual Decision a}`d Order is a pubJiG reeotd and will be published in accordance with standard
Department pro cedure.

8.           The Division of Legal services and compljan¢e joins Respoiident I.r`
recommending the Board adopt tliis Stipulation a]id issug> ttie attached Fi.nal Decision and Order.

~

;;capn¥°,:2;:I;I:,T3;Respondent

330 E Kilboum Ave,  Suite  1170
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Di`'isictn of LBgal Services an(I Compliclnce
P.0. Box 7190
Madison. WI   53707-7190

I-lo-Za2p
Date


