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STATE OF  WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MA'ri`ER o+` DisclpL]NARy
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

BILLIE A.  LAWLER,  R.N., A.P.N.P„
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

flRDER 0 0 0 65 7 8

Division  of Legal  Services and  Compliance Case No.18 NUR 278

The  parties to this action  for the purpose of wjs.  Stat.  §  227.53  are:

Billie A.  Lawler,  R.N., A.P.N.P.
3620 4t'' Street
Kenosha,  Wl  53 ]44

Wisconsin  Board  of Nursing
P.O.  Box 8366
Madison,  WI   53708-8366

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional  Services
P.O.  Box  7190
Madison,  WI   53707-7190

The  parties  in  this  matter agree to  the  terms  and  conditions  of the  attached  Stipulation  as
the  final  disposition  of this  matter,  subject  to  the  approval  of the   Wisconsin   Boai-d  of Nilrsing

(13oai.d).   The Board  has  reviewed  this  Stipulation  and  considers  it  acceptable.

Accordingly,   the   Board   in   this   matter   adopts   the   attached   Stipiilatioii   and   iiiakes   the
t`ollowing Findings of Fact,  Conclusions of Law,  and  Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.              Respondent   Billie   A.    Lawler,   R.N.,   A.P.N.P„    (DOB   NoveiTiber   29,    ]958)   is

licensed  in  the  state  of wisconsin  as an  advanced  practice  niirse prescribei.,  having  liceiise  niHiiber
1488-33,  first  issiied  on  October  5,1999,  and  ciiiTent throiigh  September  30`  2020.   Respo]ident  is
licensed   in  the   state  of`  Wisconsin   as   a  registered   nui.se,   having   licei`se   niiiiibei.  77611-30,   fli`st

issiied   oil  Aiigust  29,1980,   aiid   ciiiTeiit  through   r.ebruary  28,  2020.     Ri>spolideiit.s   niosl   I.cccm

addi-ess  on  flle  with  tlie  Wiscoiisiii  Departiiiclit  of Sal`ety  aiid  Profcssiolial  Sol.vices  (Di`pai-lmeiil)

is  3620  4['`  Street,  Keiiosha,   Wiscoiisin  53144.

2.              At  all  times  relevaii"o this  pi`oceeding`  Respoiidelit  was  eiiiplo.ved  as  all  advaiiced

practice  nLirse  prescriber  at  a  hospital  (Ilospital),  located  ill  Racine.  Wiscoiisiii.



3.             On  May   133   2018,  Respondent   self-reported  to  tlie  Department  that  she   issued

prescriptions  to   friends   and   family   members   for  conti.olled   substances   withoiit  conducting  an
examination  of said  patients  in  a  clinic  setting.   These  prescriptions  incliided,  but are  not  limited
to, the following:

a.    On December 29,  2017,  Respondent wrote a prescription of Adderall® 20 mg with
instructions  to  take  the  medication  by  mouth,  two  times  a  day.  The  prescription
contained sixty tablets  and  was non-refillable.

b.    On  March   1,  2018,   Respc)ndent  wrote  a  prescriptioll   of Adderall®  30  mg  with
instructions  to  take  the  medication  by  mouth,  two  times  a  day.  The  prescription
contained  sixty tablets and  was non-refiHable.

c.     On  March  31,  2018,  Respondent  wrote  a  prescription  of Adderal]®  30  ing  with
instructions  to  take  the  medication  by  mouth,  two  times  a  day.  The  prescription
contained  sixty tablets and  was non-refillable.

4.            In  January  of 20] 9,  Respondent  completed  eighteen  credits  on  opioid  safety  and
responsible   prescribing   as   follows:   Responsible   and   Effective   Opioid   Prescribing,   taken   on
January 9,  2019,  three  (3)  credits;  and  Optimizing  Opioid  Safety  and  Efficacy,  taken  on  January
14,  2019,  fifteen  (15)  credits.

5.            Respondent has represented to the Department that she did not directly benefit from
the issuance of said prescriptions and that her intent was to assist fl.iends and  family members who
did  not have  insurance or access  to care.   Respondent  has  represented  to  the  Department  that  she
has not prescribed  to  an  individual  without seeing them  for an  once  visit since April  of 2018.

6.            In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  conserits  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and  Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I.             The  wisconsin  Board  of Nursing  hasjurisdiclion  to  act  in  this  matter  pursuant  to
Wis.  Stat.  §  441.07,  and  is  authorized  to  enter  ilito  the  attached  Stipulation  pursuant  to  Wis.  Stat.

§  227.44(5).

2.              By  the  condiict described  in  the  Findings  o``Fact,  Billie A.  Lawler,  R.N.,  A.P.N.P.,

violated  Wis.  Admin.  Code  § N  7.03(6)(a),  by  failing to  perfoi.in niirsing w:th  reasonable  skill  and
safety.

3.               As  a  I-esillt  oftlie  above  condllct.  Billie  A.  I.awler,  R.N..  A.P.N.P„  is  siibject  to

discipliiie  piirsiiaiit  to  Wis.  Stat.  §  441.07( I g)(b)  alid  (d).

ORDER

1,              The  attaclied  stipiilatioii  is  accepted.



2.             Respondent Billie A. Lawler,  R.N., A.P.N.P.,  is REPRIMANDED.

3.            The Respondent's ability to practice as an advanced practice nurse prcscriber in the
state  of Wisconsin,  and  her  privilege  to  practice  in  Wisconsin  pursuant  to  the  Enhanced  Nurse
Licensure Compact  (Compact),  is  LIMITED  for the  period  of.at  least  one  (I) year from  the date
of this  order as fc)llows:

a.             Respondent  shall  provide  a  copy  of this  Final  Decision  and  order  and  all
other subsequent orders immediately to supervisory personnel at all settings
where  Respondent  works  as  a  nurse  or  cai.e  giver or  provides  health  care,
currently  or  in  the  future.   Respondent  shall  provide Respondent's  nursing
employer  with  a  copy  of this  Order  before  engaging  in,  or  continuing  to
engage    in,    any    nursing   employment.       Respondent   shall    provide   the
Department   Monitor   with   written   acknowledgment   from   each   nursing
employer    that    a    copy    of   this    Order    has    been    received.         Such
acknowlcdgmcnt   shall   be   provided   to   the   Department   Monitor   within
fourteen  (14)  days  of beginning  new  employment  and/or  within  fourteen

( 14) days of the date of this Order for employment current as of the date of
this Order.

b.             It  is  Respondent's  responsibility to  arrange  for quarterly written  reports to
be submitted to the Department Monitor from  her supervisor at each setting
in   which   Respondent   practiced   nursing   in   the  previc)us   quarter.     These
reports shall  be submitted  as directed by the Department Monitor, and shall
assess Respondent's work performance, including Respondent's prescribing

practice,  and  shall  include  the  number  of'hours  of active  nursing  practice
worked  during  that  quarter.     If a  report  indicates  poor  performance,  the
Board  may  .institute additional  limitations on  Respondcnt's nui.sing  license,

or may  suspend  Respondent's nursing  license(s),  in  its discretion.

c.             Respoiident  shall   report  to  the  Board  any  chaiige  ot` employment  statiis,
residence,  address  or telephone  number within  five  (5)  days  of the  date of
cha,,ge.

For emp]oymcnt beginning for Respondent after the date of this Order, such
work  setting must  be  preapproved  by the Board.

4.             Piirsuant  to  the  Coinpact,  Respondent  may  not  practice  in  a  Compact  state,  otlier
than  Wisconsin,  diiring tlie  pendency  of this  limitation(s).

5.               Within  120  days  fi.om  the  date of this order,  Billie A.  Lawlei.,  R.N.,  A.P.N.P.,  sliall

pay  COSTS  of tliis  mfittin   in  tlie  aiiiouiit  of`$1.286.00.

6.             Paynieii[ oi`costs shall  bc  made payable to the  wisconsin  Department ofsarety and
Professional  Services  aiid  selit  to  the  Departmeiit  Moiiitor at tlie  address  below;

Depal.tl`ient  Moiiitor

Divisioii  of Legal  Scl.vices and  Compliance



Department of Safety and  Professional  Services
P.O.  Box 7190,  Madison,  WI  53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-38] 7; Fax (608) 266-2264
I)SPSMOJlitorill£@wjscoiisin.gg±£

You may also submit this information online via DSPS'  Monitoring Case Management
System,  here:

l"ps://€`DD.wi.gov/DSPSMonitoring

7.             Tn  the  event  Respondent  violates  any  tcl.in  of this  Oi`der,  Respondent's  licenses

(77611 -30 and  1488-33), or Respondent's riglit to renew her licenses, may, in the discretion of the
Board  or  its  designee,  be  SUSPENDED,  without  further notice  or hearing,  until  Respondent has
complied  with  the  terms  of the  Order.  The  Board  may,  in  addition  and/or ill  the  alternative  refer
any   violation   of  this   Order  to   the   Division   of  Legal   Services   and   Compliaiice   for   further
investigation  and action.

8.            This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

by,
A Member of the Board



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

BILLIE A. LAWLER,  R.N„ A.P.N.P.,
RESPONDENT.

STIPULATION

oR C run i:, rJ 0 ;i 6 , / d

Division of Legal  Services  and  Compliance Case No.18 NUR 278

Respondent Billie A.  Lawler, R.N„  A.P.N.P., and the Division of Legal  Services and
Compliance, Department of Safety and  Professional  Sei.vices stipulate as  follows:

I.             This  stipulation  is  entered  into  as  a result  ofa pending  investigation  by the
Division of Legal Services and  Compliance.   Respondent consents to the resolution  of this
investigation  by  Stipulation.

2.            Respondent understands that by signing this  stipulation,  Respondent voluntarily
and knowingly waives the following  rights:

•      the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondent, at which time the  State has
the burden of proving those allegations by a preponderance of the evidence;

•      the right tc) confront and  cross-examine the witnesses against Respondent;
•      the I.ight to call  witnesses on  Respondent's  behalf and  to compel their atteiidance by

subpoena;
•      the right to testify on  Respondent's  own  behalf;
•      the right to file objections to any  proposed  decision and  to  present briefs  or oral

arguments to the  c)f`flcials who  are  to  render the  final  decision;
•      the rightto petition  forrehearing; and
•      all  other applicable rights afforded  to  Respondent  underthe  united  states  constitution,

the  Wisconsin  Constitution,  the  Wisconsin  Statutes,  the  Wisconsin  Administrative  Code,
and other provisions of state or federal  law.

3.             Respondent  is aware of Respondcnt's right to seek  legal  representaticni  and  has
been  provided  an  opportiinity to  obtain  legal  counsel  before  sign.ing this  Stipiilation.    Respondent

is rei)resented  by  Attorney  Kristen Nelson.

4.              Respondeiit  agrees to  the  adoption  of`the  attached  Final  Decisioii  aiid  oi`der  by

the  Wiscciiisin  Board  of Nui-sing  (Boai.d)`   The  parties  to  the  Stipillalioii  coiiseiit  to  the  entry  of

the  attached  Filial  Decision  <iiid  OI.dei.  withoiit  fill.tlier  notice,  pleading,  appeal.alice  ol.  coliselit  of

[lie  paiiies.    Respondeiit  waives  all  rights  to  ally  appeal  of the  Board's  ordei.,  it`adopted  ill  the

form  as attached.



5.          If the iermi of this stlpuhatioa ire n<>t act.apt3hle lit the But. de panha fha» mt
bc I-a dy lbe conrful5 or this Sdpr.]aLion, and tbe mtter shall tbcn bc mind to lie I}ivision
o/ L+:grl Sgivicel and Compliance for furthat proredings.  tn the e``ent that the Stipulation is
mL accepted by the Board. the pardEs agrcc rint ro coi`t¢nd that the Bound has been prcj¢dicod or
biased in any qunncr by the oonsi<teraLion or z]ii± al[t!mpted rcsoJu(im.

6.          nc panies Lo this sLii]uialion agrieie that the attoney or cther agent ron the
Divi`ion of lj:gal Sef`.icc=6 {Lnd C`omplinr`i.c and arty member or tl]e Bmrd ¢vei assigned 8] in
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7.           Respoodonl is inl.armed that choul{l lhe Board adapt this stiiiulalim, the Bund.A
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Ttsommnding Ike Bmnl ndqu this Stiprl3tion aptl issue the attached Firtal Ira:ision nd OncT.
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