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STATE OF WIScob-SIN
BEFORE   THE   sOc}AL   WORKER   sECTIorvi`   OF   THE   hIARRIAGE   ANI]   FAMILy
TmRApy. pRc>FEssioNAL coubTSELING, AND soclAL WORK EXAMINING BOARI>

Ib- TIE hIATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

LAUREN R. YOLING, S.Vi,7.,
RESPONDENT.

Fn`'AL DEclsloN AND ORDER

0RDER000648£

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.  I 8 SOC 002

The palties to this action for the purpose of Wis. Slat.  § 227.53 are:

Lauren R. Young, S.W..
I 03 I  Cher}JI Court
Port Ed``'ards, WI  54469

Social Worker Section of the Wisconsin Marriage and Family Therap}', Professional
Counseling, and Social Work Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, i\'I   53708-8366

Division of Legal  Ser`Jices and Compliance
Department of Safet}' and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI  53707-7190

The parhes in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the fmal  dispositictn  of this matter,  subject to the approval  of the  Social  VtJ'orker  Scotion  of the
Wisconsin Marriage and Famil}' Therapy, Professional  Counse]ing, and Social W~ork Examining
Board (Section).  The Section has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Section  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

Fn\TDINGs OF FACT

1.           Respondent Lauen R.  Young,  S.W., (D0B september  1 I,1982) has a credential
in the state of Wisconsin to practice social work, having credential number 12236-120: first issued
on June  6, 2016, and cunent through February 28, 2021.1  Respondent's most recent address on

I Respondent has a credential in the state of wisconsin io practice social wck in-training, having credential number

2426-127 fust issued on March  17. 2015.  This credential expired on March  17, 2017 and has not been renewed.



file  with the  Wisconsin  Department  of Safet}J'  and  Professional  Services  (Department)  is  1031
Cheryl Court: Port Edwards. Wisconsin 54469.

2.           At  all  times  relevant tc>  this  proceeding.  Respondent  was  employed  as  a  social
worker at a go`/.erriment agency (Agency)` located in Wisconsin.

3.           The  Deparrment  received  a  complaint  alleging  that  a  licensee  of  the  Agenc}'
iliformed Respondent's co,worker that she was having a romantic relationship with Respondent.

4.           On January  263  2018.  Respondent received  a two  (2)  week  suspeusjon  from  the
Agency for the inappropriate relationship.

5.           At the time of the suspensi.on` Respondent signed a performance Improvement plan
in which Respondent acknowledged and agreed to avoid further personal or romantic re]at]onships
with the licensee.  Respondent u'as also required to attend ethics and boundaries training.

6.           Respondent admits that a relationship began v`ith liceiisee around December 20 I 7
but  did not think  it was a breach of ethics  since  Respondent had  not reeentl}J or currently  used
licensee's services for the agency. and had no intention of doing so in the future.

7.           In March 20189 Respondent resigned from the Agenc}J.

8.           In  resolution  of this  matter`  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conelusious of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW-

1.           The   Social   Worker   Section  of  the   Vi``isconsjn  Marriage   and  Famil}'  Therapy,
Professional Counseling and  Social  Work Examining Board has jurisdiction to act in this marer
pursuant to Wis. Stat,  § 457.26, and is authorized [o enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to
Wis.  Star.  §  227.44(5).

2.           B`' the conduct described in the Findings of Fact. Lauren R. Young` S.V\J-., engaged
in unprofessjonai  conduct  as  defined  by  Wis.  Admin  Code  §  MPSW  20.02(`11)3  b}-engaging  in
sexual  contact,  sexual  conduct,  or  any  other bcha`-ior with  a  client  which  could  reasonably be
construed as seductive.

3.           Bv the conduct described in the Findings of Fact, Lauren R. Young> S.W., engaged
inunprofessional-conductasdefinedbyWis.AdminCode§MPSW20.02(13),b}'falingtoavoid
dud reladouships or relationships that may impair the credentialed persc>n's objectivity or create a
conflict of interest.

4.           As a result of the above violatioris, Lauen R. Young, S.W., is sul>ject to discipline

pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 457.26(2Xf).

Pusunt to W]s.  StaL  § 440.08(3), Respondent retains the n_cht to renew upon pa)men of a fee until March  16,
2022.



ORDER

I.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent Lauren R. Young, S.W.. is REPRIMANDED.

3.           The credential to practice social work issued to Lauren R. Young. S.W.> (credential
number  12236-120) is LIMITED as follows:

V`''ithin  ninety   (90)   da)'s   of  the   date   of  this   Order`   Respc>ndent   shall
successfuly  complete  four  (4)  hours  of education  on  the  topic  of dual
relationships and two  (2) hours of education c>n the topic of ethics offered
by a prclvider pre-approved  by the  Section's  monitoring liaison.  including
taking and passing any exam offered for the courses.

Respc>nden{  shall  submit  proof of  successful  completion  of the  ordered
education  in  the  fcrmi  of  `rerific,ation  from  the  institution  provic!ing  the
educedon to the Department Monitor at the address stated belo\`/..

None of the education completed pursuant to this requirement may be used
to satisf\7 any continuing education requirements that ha\.e been or may be
instituted by the Section or Depar[menL and also inay not be used in future
aflempts to upgrade a credential in \\'iscx)nsin.

This   limitation   shall   be   removed   from   Respondent's   credential   after
satisfying  the  Section  ctr  its  designee  that  Respondent  has  successfully
ccmpleted all the ordered education.

4.           Within rineD' (90) days from the date of this order, Lauren R. Young,  S.W., shall

pa}' COSTS of this matter in the amount of $414.00.

5.           Request   for   appro\'al   of  courses,   prool-of  successful   course   compleLic`n   and

pa)'mentofcosts(madepa}'abletotheWisconsinDcpartmentofSafet}'andProfessionalSer`'ices)
shall be sent b}. Respondent lo the Department Monitor at the address below:

Depallmenl Monitor
Di\;ision of Legal Ser`Jices and Compliance

Deparfroent of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box  7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

You may also submit this information online via DSPS' Monitoring Case Management System,
here:

https://app.ui.govospsMonitoring



6.           In  the  event  that  Respondent  \'iolates   an}'  term  of  this  Order.  Respondent.s
credential(no.12236-120)topracticesocialworkinthestateofWisconsinma}..inthediscretion
of  the   Sechon  or  its   designee,   be   SUSPENDED`  without   further   notice   or  hearing,   until
Respol]denthascompliedwiththetermsoftheOrder.TheSectionmay,inndditionandr`orinthe
altemati`'ereferan}-v.iolationofthisOrdertotheDi`.isionofLegalSer`'icesandComplianc€for
further in\'estigation and action.

7.          Tis order is effeedve on the drte ofits signing.

socIALwoRKERsECTIONOFTHEwlsconsINMARRIAGEANDFAMiLyTHERApy.
pROFEss]ONAL cOuNSELING, Arm soclAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

/o-/r+i
Date



STATE  OF  V+/JISCONS|`T
BEFORE THE SOCIAI., \VORKER SECTIO\' OF TIIE MARRIAGE A`TD FAMILY
THERAPY` PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMI`TING BOARD

TN THE MATTER OF Dlscipl,in.ART
PROCEEDINGS AGAI\TST

LAURm\T R. you\TG, s.w..
RESPONDENT.

STIPLTLATION

0RDER000648.?u

Di\'ision ()f Legal  Ser\;'ices and Compliance Case No`  18  SOC 002

Respondent Laureli R.  Young.  S.W., and the Di\'ision of Legal  Ser`/-ices and Compliance,
Department of Safet}  and Professional Services stipulate as follows:

1.            This  stipulation is entered into as a result ofa pending in\'estigation by the
Division of Legal  Services and Compliance.   Respondent consents to the resolution of this
Investigation by Stipulation.

2.            Respondent understands that b}' signing this stipulation, Respondent \'oluntarij}'
and knowingl.\t waives the rollow`ing rights:

•     the right to a hearing on the allegations against Respondem, at which time the State has
the burden of proving those allegations b}  a preponderance of the evidence:

•     the right to confront and cross-examine the uitncsses against Respondent:
•     the right to call \`itnesscs on Respondenfs behalf and {o compel their attendance by

subpoena;
•     the right to testii`}' on Respondent.s ov\'n behalf;
•     the right {o ffie objections to an}J proposed decision and to present briefs or oral

arguments to the ctfficials wlio are to render tile final decision;
•      the right tt> pctitior, for rehearing: art.d
•      all other applicable rights af.1`ordcd to Respondent  under the United  States Constitution.

the Wisconsin Constitution. the Wisconsin Statutes. the  Wisconsin Administrati\ e Code.
and other pro\'isions of state or federal ]a`dy.

3             Respondent is av`-are of Respondent.s r]gh"o seek legal representati()n and has
been provided an opportunity to obtain ]cgal c()unsel before signing this Stipulatioii.

4.           Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order b}'
the Social Worker Section of the Wisconsin Marriage and Fanil}' Therap}', Professional
Counseling. and Social  Vi''ork Examining Board (Section).   The parties to the Stipulation consent
to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order `\'ithout I`urther notice, plcading, appearance
or conseitt of the par(ies.  Respondent waives all rights to an}' appeal of the Sectjon's order. if
adopted in the form as attached.



5.           ]ftheterms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the section, the parties shau
not be bound b}-the contents of this Stipulation. and the matter shall then be returned to the
Division of Legal  Ser`'ices and C`omp[iancc for further proceedings.   In the event that the
Stipulation is not accepted b},. the Section. the ponies agree not to contend that the Section has
been prejudiced or biased in any mamer b)  the consideration of this attempted resolution.

6.           The parties to this stipulation agree that the attome)' orother agent for the
Division of Legal Ser`'ices and Compliance and any member of the Section ever assigned as an
advisor in this I.n\/.estigation may-appear before the  Section in open or closed session, without the

presenceofRespondentorRespondent.sattome}'.forpurposesorspeakinginsupporiofthis
agreementandansweringquestionsthatanymemberoftheSectionmayhaveinconnectionwith
deliberations on the Stipulation.   Additionall}'. any such advi§or ma}' Vote on whether the Section
should accept this Stipulation and issue the attached Final  Decision and Order.

7,           Respondent is infomed that should the section adopt this stipulation, the
Scction's Final Decision and Order is a public record and will be published in accordance \vith
standard Department procedure.

8.            'IThe Di\/'ision of Legal  scr`,.Ices and compliancejoins Respondent in
recommending the Section adopt this Stipulation and issue the attached Final I)ccision and
Order-

Port Edwards, WI   54469
credential  no.12236-120

_EEREHH
Date


