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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE   THE   SOCIAL   WORKER   SECTION   OF   THE   MARRIAGE   AND   FAMILY
THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE h4ATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

NICHOLE I. BRESINA, S.W.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

0RDER000648`!.

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case No.  17 SOC 056

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis.  Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Nichole I. Bresina, S.W.
4302 Tweed Drive
Eau Claire, WI 54703

Social Worker Section of the Wisconsin Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional
Counseling, and Social Work Examining Board
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI  53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI  53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final disposition of this matter,  subject to the approval  of the  Social  Worker  Section of the
Wisconsin MaITiage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling, and Social Work Examining
Board (Section).  The Section has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Section  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.           Respondent Nichole I.  Bresina,  S.W., (DOB May  1 8,1985) is credentialed in the
state  or Wisconsin to practice  social work,  having credential  number 9483-120,  rirst issued on
August 8, 2007, and current through February 28, 2021. Respondent' s most recent address on file
with the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department) is 4302 Tweed
Drive, Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54703.



2.           At  all  times  relevant  to  this  proceeding,  Respondent  was  employed  as  a  social
worker at county agency (Agency), located in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin.

3.           On August 23, 2017, the Agency received a complaint from Client A indicating
Respondent shared information about him with a person Respondent was involved in a personal
relationship with.

4.           The Agency initiated an investigation and verified that Respondent had accessed
Client A's case three (3) times on June 30,  2017, even though she was never assigned to Client
A's family or case.

5.           Respondent  was  placed  on  administrative  leave  pending  the  resolution  of the
Agency' s investi gation.

6.           On   August  25,   2017,   an   Agency   employee   contacted   Client  8,   a  client  of
Respondent,  to  cancel   a  home  visit  scheduled  with  Respondent  since  Respondent  was  on
administrative leave.

7.           Client B infomed the Agency that Respondent had cancelled or not shown up for
the last three (3) scheduled home visits.

8.           The Agency discovered Respondent cancelled a home visit with client B on August
17, 2017, yet still claimed the time as worked on her timesheet for August 17, 2017.

9.           On August 28,  2017,  after conclusion of the  investigation,  the Agency  made the
decision to terminate Respondent`s employment.

10.        The Agency investigation found that Respondent had claimed time for home-visits
she  did  not  complete,  substantiated  an  alleged  maltreater  without  interviewing  him,  had  not
completed a Child Protective Services assessment in a home that was required per state standards,
had not completed required interviews of household members including children, and created case
notes to make it appear as if she had made contacts.

11.        Respondent denies sharing infomation regarding client A with anyone and does
not remember accessing his case.

12.        Respondent   contends   the   additional   allegations   made   by   the   Agency   were
misleading and an attempt at retribution.

13.        In  resolution  of this  matter,  Respondent  consents  to  the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.           The  Social  Worker  Section  of  the  Wisconsin  Marriage  and  Family  Therapy,
Professional Counseling and Social Work Examining Board has jurisdiction to act in this matter



pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 457.26, and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Nichole I. Bresina, S.W., engaged
in unprofessional conduct as defined by Wis. Admin Code § MPSW 20.02(10), by revealing facts,
data, information, records or communication received from a client in a professional capacity.

3.           By the conduct described in the Findings ofFact, Nichole I. Bresina, S.W., engaged
in unprofessional conduct as defined by Wis. Admin Code  §  MPSW 20.02(22), by engaging in
gross  negligence  in  practice  in  a  single  instance,  or  negligence  in  practice  in  more  than  one
instance.

4.           As a result of the above violations, Nichole I. Bresina, S.W., is subject to discipline

pursuant to Wis.  Stat.  § 457.26(2)(I).

ORDER

1.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.           Respondent Nichole I. Bresina, S.W., is REPRIMANDED.

3.           The  certification  to  practice   social  work  issued  to  Nichole  I.   Bresina,   S.W„
(certification number 9483-120) is LIMITED as follows:

Within  ninety  (90)  days  of  the  date  of  this   Order,   Respondent  shall
successfully   complete   eight   (8)   hours   of  education   on   the   topic   of
professional  ethics  offered  by  a  provider  pre-approved  by  the  Section's
monitoring liaison, including taking and passing any exam offered for the
courses.

Respondent  shall  submit  proof of successful  completion  of the  ordered
education  in  the  form  of verification  from  the  institution  providing  the
education to the Department Monitor at the address stated below.

None of the education completed pursuant to this requirement may be used
to satisfy any continuing education requirements that have been or may be
instituted by the Section or Department, and also may not be used in future
attempts to upgrade a credential in Wisconsin.

This   limitation   shall   be   removed   from   Respondent's   credential   after
satisfying  the  Section  or  its  designee  that  Respondent  has  successfully
completed all the ordered education.

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Nichole I. Bresina, S.W., shall

pay COSTS of this matter in the amount of $787.00.



5.           Request  for  approval  of  courses,  proof  of  successful  course  completion  and
payment of costs (made payable to the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services)
shall be sent by Respondent to the Department Monitor at the address below.

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wiscousin.gov

You may also submit this information online via DSPS' Moritoring Case Management System,
here:

httus//aDD.wi.gov/DSPSMonitoring

6.           In  the  event  that  Respondent  violates  any  term  of  this  Order,  Respondent's
credential (no.  9483-120) to practice social work in the state of Wisconsin may, in the discretion
of  the   Section  or  its   designee,   be   SUSPENDED,   without  further  notice  or  hearing,  until
Respondent has complied with the terms of the Order.  The Section may, in addition and/or in the
alternative refer any violation of this Order to the Division of Legal Services and Compliance for
further investigation and action.

7.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

SOCIAL WORKER SECTION OF THE WISCONSIN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY,
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING, AND SOCIAL WORK EXAMINING BOARD

by:
A Member of

/a-lT -/
Date
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STATE 0F ThlscoNSIN
BBFORETRESOCENWORRERSECTJONOFTHEMARRIAGEANDFAMELY
TRERApy,pROFEsslc>NALcot]NSELING,[rmsOcIALwoRTEXArm]`ENGBOARD

IN IRE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

NICHOLE I. BRBSINA S.W.,
RESPONI)ENT.

sTmAnoN
ORDER 0 0 0 64 81

Division cif Legal Services and Compliance Case No.17 SOC 056

RcspcmdentNichole1.Brcsin&S.W.,andtheDivisionofLegalSavicesandCompliance,
DepartmentofSaftyandProfessiona]ServicesstipulateasfoIlows:

1.          This stipulation is entered into as a result ofa prding invesogation by the
DivisionOfljegalServicesandCompliance.R@spondentcchrefltstotheTesolutonofthis
investigation by. Stipulation.

2.          Reapondent mderstands that by siging this stipulati.on, Reapondent volunndty
and knowingly waives the following rights:

•therighttoahEaingontheallegrtionsagalnstRespondent,a.twhichchetheStatehas
thebndenOfprovingthoseallegedonsbyapreponderanceoftheevidence;

•     the right to confiront and cross-exgnd]ie the witnesses against Respondent;
•therigbttocauwitnessesonRespcndent'sbchalfandtocompeltbeirattendanceby

subpoena;
•     the right to testify on Respondent`s o`un behalf;
•therighttofileobjeedonstoanyproposeddecisionandtopresentbriefsororal

argunentstotbeofficialswhoaretorenderthefroaldcci§ion;
•    the right to pedtion for rcheaing; and
•    all other app]jcable rights afforded to Respondent i]nder the United States Constindon:

theWisconsinConstitulon,lheWiscoriStamtes,thevyisconsinAdrrfustrrdveCode,
and other provisions Of state or federal lzLw.

3.         Respondent is aware ofRespondent's rightto seek legal repesentalon al has
teenpTovidedanoppertunitytoc>btainlegalcounselbefrosigingthi§StipLLlation.

4,          Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and order by
theSacialWorkclSeefionoftheWisconsinMandagendFarilyTherapy,Profes:siond
Coun§eling,alidSocialWorkExaminingBond(Scchon).TbepardestotheStipiilationconsent
totheentryoftheattachedFjnalI)ecisionandOrderwitboutfirfuernotice,pleading,appearmce
orconsentoftheparies,RespondentwalvesallrightstoanyappedoftheScotion'sorder,if
adopted in the form as attached.
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5.          If the terms of this stipulation are not acceptable to the sedan, the parties shall
notbetioundtythecontmtsofthisStipulalon,anathema.tfershalltbenberetuneatothe
DivisionofLegalServicesandCompHanceforf`]]fherproceedings.Intheevemtthatthe
StipulationisnotacceptedbytheSection,the|)atiesagreenottocontendtba:ttheSectionhas
beenprejudioedorbia§edinanymannerbytheconsidera:tionoftbisattemptedresolution.

6.          TTie paries to this Stipulalon aplioe that the atto]Tiey or other agent for the
DivisicinofLegalServicesandComplianceandanymem.beroftheSechoneverassignedasan
alvisorinthisinvestjgaLtionmayappearboforetheSeedoninopenorclosedsession,withouttbe
presfflceofResbendentorRespondent'sattomey,forprposesofspeckj])ginsuppolfofthis
agreementandanswcdrgqueedonsthatanymenbgroftheSecfionmayhaveinconnecfionwith
deliberalcias on the Stipulation.  Additionally, any such edvisor "y vote on whetha the Seedon
chould accept tlris Stipulation and issue the attached Fina.1 Derision and Order.

7.          Respondent is informed that should the scotion adopt this stipulalon, the
Sedon'sFindDeci§ionandCnderisapublicrecordandwi]1t]epublishedinaccordancewith
stand ard Dep artment procedure.

8.          The Division oflfgal services and compliancejoins Respondent in
recommending1±.eSectionadoptthisStipulaitioflandissuetheattacLedFinalDecisionand
Cnder.

Nichole I. Bresina` S.W.,
4302 Tweed Drive

P.O. Box 7190
hthdison, WI 53707-7190

E±BEEEH
Date


