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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

MICHELLE L. SLOWEY, R.N.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER

00860 5 1

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case Nos.  17 NUR 360 and 17 NUR 409

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis. Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Michelle L. Slowey, R.N.
931  Parkview Drive
Milton, WI  53563

Wisconsin Board of Nursing
P.O. Box 8366
Madison, WI  53708-8366

Division of Legal Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI  53707-7190

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final  disposition of this matter,  subject to the  approval  of the  Wisconsin Board of Nursing
(Board).  The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly,  the  Board  in  this  matter  adopts  the  attached  Stipulation  and  makes  the
following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.           Respondent Michelle L. Slowey, R.N., (DOB: June 9,1988) is licensed in the state
of Wisconsin as a professional nurse, having license number 190884-30, first issued on June 27,
2012, and current through February 28, 2020.   Respondent's most recent address on file with the
Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department) is 931  Parkview Drive,
Milton, Wisconsin 53 563.

2.          At all times relevant to these matters, Respondent was employed as a professional
nurse at a nursing home located in Janesville, Wisconsin (the Home).



3.           In June 2016, Respondent received inpatient treatment for opioid use disorder and
completed  an AODA  assessment  on  July  28,  2016.    Respondent  admitted  to  using  prescribed
opioids to treat headaches and that she purchased additional opioids off the street.

4.           On May 21, 2017, Respondent had a medical procedure and was kept in the hospital
overnight for observation.

5.           On May 23, 2017, at approximately 9:30 p.in., Respondent reported to the Home
for her scheduled right shift and met with two (2) other nurses who determined Respondent was
able to work her scheduled shift.

6.           On  May  23,  2017,  around   11:00  p.in.,  a  certified  nursing  assistant  (C.N.A.),
observed Respondent eating, vomiting into a trash can, then continuing to eat.   The C.N.A. later
found the Respondent asleep at the nurse's station.  The C.N.A. had to shake Respondent to wake
her.  Respondent appeared shaky and went to the restroom for an extended period of time.

7.          Another c.N.A. called the Facility Administrator, who was in the building, to report
that Respondent was pale, unsteady on her feet, and passing out.   Another nurse was called in to
cover the rest of Respondent's shift.

8.          While waiting for the shift replacement, Respondent prepared to administer pain
medication   to   Resident   A.   Respondent   looked   back   and   forth   between   the   medication
administration  record  and  the  label  on  the  medication  card.    She  then  proceeded  to  pop  the
medication out of the bubble pack.

9.           The Administrator observed REspondent dispensing and administering medication
to a resident who inquired which medication was being administered.  Respondent replied Norco®
and  the  resident  stated  she  did  not  know  "it  could  look  like  that"  but  immediately  took  the
medication.

10.        The Administrator then asked Respondent to pull the medication card for Resident
A.  There was only one (1 ) card in Resident A' s slot and the medication card was for hydrocodone,
the generic equivalent of Norco®.

11.         On  May  24,  2017,  at  approximately  1:18  a.in.,  Respondent  left  the  Home  after

giving her report to the nurse called in to cover the rest of Respondent's shift.  That nurse reported
to the Administrator that Resident A's lorazepam card was in the slot assigned to another Resident,
and that he believed a medication error occurred because the medication count showed Resident
A was missing two (2) tablets of lorazepam and was over two (2) tablets of hydrocodone.

12.        It  was  determined  that  Respondent  administered  the  lorazepam  instead  of the
hydrocodone to Resident A, then placed the lorazepam card in the wrong slot.   Therefore, when
the Administrator reviewed the only card left in Resident A's slot, it was a card of hydrocodone
and the Administrator did not know there was a medication error.

13.         On  May  26,  2017,  Respondent  was  transported  to  a  hospital  in  Janesville  with
multiple wounds and abrasions.  Respondent was treated for intracranial bleeding.



14.        In resolution of these matters, Respondent consents to the entry of the following
Conclusions of Law and Order.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.          The wisconsin Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  § 441.07, and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant to Wis.  Stat.
§ 227.44(5).

ORDER

1.           The attached stipulation is accepted.

2.          The  VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  of the  license  and  privilege  of Michelle  L.
Slowey,  R.N.,  (license  no.  190884-30)  to  practice  nursing  in  the  State  of Wisconsin  or  under
another state license pursuant to the Enhanced Nurse Licensure Compact is hereby accepted.

3.          Respondent shall not petition the Board of Nursing for reinstatement for at least
one (1) year from the date of this Order.   After the one (1) year period, Respondent may or may
not be granted reinstatement, but may petition for reinstatement, under the following conditions:

Respondent shall have, at her own expense, undergone a fitness to practice
evaluation with a pre-approved psychiatrist or psychologist experienced in
evaluating health care practitioners' fitness for duty:

The  provider  performing  the  evaluation  must  not  have  treated
Respondent  and  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  Board  or  its
designee,  with the opportunity for the Division of Legal  Services
and Compliance to make its recommendation, prior to the evaluation
being performed; and

Within  fifteen  (15)  days  of the  completion  of the  assessment,  a
written  report  regarding  the  results  of the  assessment  shall  be
submitted  to  the  Department  Monitor  at  the  address  below.  The
report   shall    address    whether   Respondent    suffers    from   any
condition(s)  that  may  interfere  with  his  or her  ability  to  practice
safely and, if so, shall provide any recommended limitations for safe
practice.

Prior to evaluation, Respondent shall provide a copy of this Final Decision
and Order to the health care provider.

Respondent shall execute necessary documents authorizing the Division to
obtain records of evaluation, and to discuss Respondent and her case with
the  evaluator.   Respondent shall  execute  all  releases  necessary to  permit
disclosure  of  the  final  evaluation  report  to  the  Board  or  its  designee.



Certified copies  of the  final  evaluation report  shall be  admissible  in any
future proceeding before the Board.

Respondent  shall  comply  with  any  and  all  reasonable  requests  by  the
evaluntor   for  purposes   of  scheduling   and   completing  the   evaluation,
including  additional  testing  the  examiner  deems  helpful.    Any  lack  of
reasonable  and  timely  cooperation,  as  determined  by  the  examiner,  may
constitute a violation of an order of the Board.

Respondent   is   responsible   for   timely   payment   of  the   costs   of  the
examination.  Payment shall be made directly to the evaluator.

Respondent  must  provide  proof  sufficient  to  convince  the  Board  that
Respondent is able to practice with reasonable skill and safety of patients
and  the  public  and  does  not  suffer  from  any  condition  which  prevents
Respondent from practicing in that manner.

If the Board detemines that Respondent is fit to practice, the Board may
nonetheless limit Respondent's license in a manner to address any concerns
the Board has as a result of the conduct set out in the Findings of Fact and
to address any recommendations resulting from the assessment, including,
but not limited to:

Psychotherapy, at Respondent's expense, by a therapist approved by
the Board or its designee, to address specific treatment goals, with
periodic reports to the Board by the therapist.

Additional   professional   education   in   any   identified   areas   of
deficiency.

iii. Restrictions   on   the   nature   of  practice   or   practice   setting   or
requirements for supervision of practice, by a professional approved
by the Board, with periodic reports to the Board by the supervisor.

If the Board determines that Respondent is not fit to practice, the Board may
deny    Respondent's    reinstatement   until    Respondent   provides    proof
sufficient to convince the Board that Respondent is able to practice with
reasonable  skill and  safety of patients  and the public and does not suffer
from  any  condition  which  prevents  Respondent  from  practicing  in  that
manner. In the alternative, the Board may limit Respondent's license in a
manner to address any concerns the Board has as a result of the conduct set
out in the Findings of Fact and to address any recommendations resulting
from the assessment, including, but not limited to:

Psychotherapy, at Respondent's expense, by a therapist approved by
the Board or its designee, to address specific treatment goals, with
quarterly reports to the Board by the therapist.



LIL.

Additional   professional   education   in   any   identified   areas   of
deficiency.

Restrictions on the nature of practice or practice setting or
requirements for supervision of practice, by a professional
approved by the Board, with periodic reports to the Board by the
supervisor.

4.          In the event that Respondent petitions for reinstatement, Respondent shall pay to
the Department of Safety and Professional Services the costs of this proceeding in the amount of
$919.00, pursuant to W\s. Stat. § 440.22(2).

5.         Results  of the  evaluation and  payment  of costs  (made  payal]le to  the  wisconsin
DI)epartment of Safety and Professional Services) shall be sent by Respondent to the Department
Monitor at the address below:

Department Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wisconsin.gov

You may also submit this information online via DSPS' Moritoring Case Management System,
here:

httos://aDi].wi.gov/DSPSMonitoring

6.    This Order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING

pry..     `_#rf e4whf a4ifrul              _
A Member of the Board Date



STATE OF wrscoNSIN
BEFORE Tee BOARD OF NURSING

IN TEE RATIER QF Drscrm¢AR¥
pRocEEDINes AGAINST

MICREIIE L SIJOWEY, ELN.,
RESPONDENT.

ST-TI0N
®ca60 51

Di+ision of Legal Services and Camplinnce Case Mos. I 7 NUR 360 and 1 7 NIB 409

Respondent REchelle L Slower, R.N., and the Diwisim af I.egal Services and Comp[iancc,
Dapartmmf of safirtyr and Profasional Services rtyulate as fonows:

1.         This sftyLf]aton is emtaed into as a r=sult ofa pending invealgafron l]y the
"aision OfLegal Swioes and Coxphiance.  Rxpondent Consents to the resoLuriun Of this
investigalon by S€prlahon.

2.         Reapmdent indorstands that by signing this stipulafron. Respondent rolurfuly
end lmoiwh;giv iirairres the foEcming rights:

•    the righa to a hearing on the alegafiQns against Rfapondenf at iwhich ±inc the state has
theb`irdenOfprothgthoseanegedonsbyaprapondemceOfthem7idence;

-    the rigiv to confiut and crDs8camine the rfuesses agrfu RespoBdeBt;
•    the ri9ft to can witnesses on Rxpondent's bchalfnd to cQnpel their atftendance by

subpoena
•    the richt fo testify on Reapondent's ore behalf,
•    fro rigiv b file objectirms to anyprc)posed decision and to prescntbrieis or oral

arg`mas to the Gfficiais who are to rmder the final derision;
•    thergivtopedtiondrrchcaring; and
•    aH otber applinble riife afforded to Rcapondeife under the United states constitution,

the Wisaousin Consthition, the Wisconin Sfatdes, the Wisconsin Ajdrinisthre Code,
and other prm7isious Of state or fedeml la`zr.

3.         Rxpondent i§ awae ofRapondmt.s rigiv to sect legal represe8tain and has
been provided &n appofumity to obdrizi legal oaunsel before signing his Stiptlation.

4.         Respmdar agrees fo the adoption of the attached Final Derision aed order by
the Wisrmsin Board Of NIinng givard).  The paries to the Sftyrialon consent to the entry of
the anached Final Dririon and Order urfuout firfeer ndice. pleading, appeazBnee or ¢onsem of
the parfee&  Reapdenl wrive8 ch richt§ to any appeal Of the Boardis order, if adapted in de
in as dttarfu

5.         If the tezus of ds stryilarien ac not aocaptifele co the Board, the parfes shall not
be bind by the contents Of ifes §tipul3fiodL and the matterchall then be mmed to the Divisim



ofLegalServicesandCoaphiceforfurtherprcoeedings.IntheeventthattheS¢pulafronis
IiotaccaptedbytheBcand,1hepariesagreencttocontendthattheBoardhasbenpr5iidicedor
biasedinanynrmnertrytheconsideralonofthisafigBpted]eschrion.

6.         Thepariesto this stiprdalonagree that the attomeyorotherageut fro the
DivisionofLegalSezirfendComplianoeandanynenhaoftheBourde`zerassignedasan
ndvisorinthisinvestigatinmayappearbeforetheBoardinapenorclosedsession.withoutthe
presmeeOfReprdenLforpurposesofapcckinginapportofthisag©eBtandanswering
queshousthataymemhaOftheBoaedmayhaveinconnectionwithquibentionsonhe
StipuhatimAddifrouy,aysuehadvisorm8yroteonwbethertheBondchnddaxptthis
SliprrfuinandissuetheattaobedFinalDeeisimandOuer.

7.         Respondent is infomed that should the Boardedapt tis stipulation. tbe Bond's
FinalDetiginandChderisapul>Ziei]goordandwillbepubzishedinaccorfucewithstandnd
Dqprn€pecedure.

8.         The Di`dsion of Legal services and compliancejoinsRequdentin
recomButingihemdadoptlhisSqpulationandissuetheattachedFinalifesionandCha.

Division of I.egal Senrices and Compliance
P,O. Box 7190
Medisonw153ro7-7190


