WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services
Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of Department of
Safety and Professional Services website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s
Open Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:

* The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing authorities
within the Department of Safety and Professional Services from November, 1998 to the present. In addition,
many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November, 1998 are posted. Not all orders
issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal disciplinary action.

* Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the Department of
Safety and Professional Services data base. Because this data base changes constantly, the Department
is not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or delete data. The Department is not
responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates, modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have
the responsibility to determine whether information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and
complete.

* There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original documents
should be consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies of original orders may be
obtained by mailing requests to the Department of Safety and Professional Services, PO Box 8935,
Madison, WI 53708-8935. The Department charges copying fees. All requests must cite the case number,
the date of the order, and respondent's name as it appears on the order.

* Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the appeal.
Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of Safety and
Professional Services is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.”
The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at:
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca .

* Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of Decisions
subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line database.

Correcting information on the DSPS website: An individual who believes that information on the website is
inaccurate may contact the webmaster at web@drl.state.wi.gov



http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:web@drl.state.wi.gov?subject=Reports%20of%20Decisions

STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE SOCIAL WORKER SECTION
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY, PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING,

AND SOCIAL WORKER EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF THE DISCIPLINARY

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST
FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
CATHERINE M. FRANKLIN, :
RESPONDENT. : ORDER 0001015

Division of Enforcement Case # 10 SOC 035
The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis. Stats. § 227.53 are:

Catherine Franklin
4318 Cherokee Drive
Madison, WI 53711

Division of Enforcement

Department of Regulation and Licensing
1400 East Washington Avenue

P.0O. Box 8935

Madison, WI 53708-8935

Department of Regulation and Licensing
1400 East Washington Avenue

P.O. Box 8935

Madison, W1 53708-8935

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached
Stipulation as the final decision of this matter, subject to the approval of the Social Worker
Section of the Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling, and Social Worker
Examining Board. The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes
the following:



FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Catherine M. Franklin (“Respondent”), date of birth June 18, 1958, is licensed as a
clinical social worker in the state of Wisconsin, pursuant to license number 1559-123. This
license was first granted October 2, 1993.

2. Respondent’s last known address reported to the Social Worker Section of the
Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling, and Social Worker Examining Board is
4318 Cherokee Drive, Madison, WI 53711.

3. At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was employed at St. Charles
Youth and Family Services (St. Charles) as a program manager with the Odayin Day Treatment
Program.

4. On March 23, 2010, an employee of Odayin, SK, was going through a client’s file
and discovered that she was listed as the writer of the client’s treatment plan. SK also discovered
that her last name was spelled incorrectly and her signature appeared to be forged. SK contends
she did not write the treatment plan, or sign her signature.

5. On March 24, 2010, SK presented the treatment plan with the forged signature to DH,
a supervisor at St. Charles. DH held a meeting between SK and Respondent, where Respondent
denied forging any signatures. When another Odayin employee found her treatment plans also
contained a forged signature, DH held another meeting between Odayin staff and Respondent.
During this meeting, Respondent admitted to forging staff member’s names on the documents.

6. On March 25, 2010, Respondent called the Vice-President of St. Charles and told him
that she had written the names of two staff members on the paperwork without their consent. As
a result of this incident of poor professional judgment, Respondent was placed on a disciplinary
plan. The disciplinary plan included a written warning, and a recommendation to attend an ethics
course, which Respondent completed.

7. On September 14, 2010, Respondent was released from her position at St. Charles

due to budget concerns. Respondent is currently employed as a clinical director for a company in
Texas.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Wisconsin Social Worker Section of the Marriage and Family Therapy,
Professional Counseling, and Social Worker Examining Board has jurisdiction over this matter
pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 440.88(6) and has authority to enter into this stipulated resolution of this
matter pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).

2. Respondent, by reporting distorted information and making false statements in
practice, as described in paragraph 5 and 6, above, has committed unprofessional conduct as



defined by Wis. Admin. Code § MPSW 20.02(7) and is subject to discipline pursuant to Wis.
Stat. § 457.26(2)(f).

ORDER
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that:
L. Catherine M. Franklin., (License No. 1559-123) is hereby REPRIMANDED.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that:

2. Respondent shall, within ninety (90) days from the date for this Order, pay costs
of this proceeding in the amount of Three Hundred Thirty Five DOLLARS (8335.00). Payment
shall be made payable to the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing, and mailed to:

Department Monitor
Division of Enforcement
Department of Regulation and Licensing
P.O. Box 8935
Madison, WI 53708-8935
Telephone (608) 267-3817
Fax (608) 266-2264

3. Violation of any of the terms of this Order may be construed as conduct
imperiling public health, safety and welfare and may result in a summary suspension of
Respondent’s license. The Board in its discretion may in the alternative impose additional
conditions and limitations or other additional discipline for a violation of any of the terms of this
Order. In the event Respondent fails to timely submit payment of the costs as ordered, the
Respondent’s license (#1559-123) may, in the discretion of the board or its designee, be
SUSPENDED, without further notice or hearing, until Respondent has complied with payment of
the costs.

4. This Order is effective on the date of its signing.

Social Worker Section of the Marriage and Family Therapy, Professional Counseling, and Social
Worker Examining Board
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