WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
REGULATION & LICENSING

Wisconsin Department of Regulation & Licensing
Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of
Regulation & Licensing website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s
Open Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:

¢ The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing
authorities within the Department of Regulation and Licensing from November, 1998 to the
present. In addition, many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November,
1998 are posted. Not all orders issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal
disciplinary action.

¢ Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the
Department of Regulation and Licensing data base. Because this data base changes
constantly, the Department is not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or
delete data. The Department is not responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates,
modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have the responsibility to determine whether
information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and complete.

e There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original
documents should be consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies
of original orders may be obtained by mailing requests to the Department of Regulation and
Licensing, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. The Department charges copying fees.
All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and respondent's name as it
appears on the order.

¢ Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the
appeal. Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of
Regulation and Licensing is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.”
The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at:
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca .

¢ Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of
Decisions subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line
database.

Correcting information on the DRL website: An individual who believes that information on the
website is inaccurate may contact the webmaster at web@drl.state.wi.gov



http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:web@drl.state.wi.gov?subject=Reports%20of%20Decisions

STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF ST

ROCEEDINGS AGA
DISCIPLINARY P FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
MARY E. DOWELL, RN, f DROER 00T D)

RESPONDENT.

Division of Enforcement Case No. 10NURS559

The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:

Mary E. Dowell, R.N.
221 Northfield St.
Duluth, MN 55803

Division of Enforcement

Department of Regulation and Licensing
1400 East Washington Avenue

P.O. Box 8935

Madison, WI 53708-8935

Board of Nursing

Department of Regulation & Licensing
1400 East Washington Avenue

P.O. Box 8935

Madison, WI 53708-8935

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as
the final decision of this matter, subject to the approval of the Board of Nursing. The Board has
reviewed the attached Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the
following:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Mary E. Dowell, R.N,, (D.O.B. 10/5/1966) is licensed as a registered nurse in the
State of Wisconsin (license # 30-156404). This license was first granted on September 20, 2006.



2. Respondent's most recent address on file with the Wisconsin Board of Nursing is
221 Northfield St., Duluth, MN 55803.

3. Beginning in July 2002, and at all times relevant, Respondent was employed as a
registered nurse at a Minnesota hospital.

4. On December 2, 2010, the Minnesota Board of Nursing .(“Boarc!”) issued a
Consent Order, accepting the voluntary surrender of Respondent’s registration certificate. The
Consent Order was based on the following facts:

a.

Between February 2008 and December 2009, Respondent’s employer
noted several concerns with Respondent’s nursing practice, including
using profanity within hearing of a patient; delaying discharges and
resisting taking new admits; failing to address patients’ critically high lab
results; documenting completion of an intravenous (IV) site assessment
for a patient but failing to change the IV solution and rate; and not being
helpful or supportive to unlicensed assistive personnel.

Respondent was provided multiple corrective and disciplinary actions to
improve her practice, including verbal counseling in February 2008; a
verbal warning in September 2008; a written warning in March 2009; and
a disciplinary suspension in May 2009.

Respondent’s 2008 and 2009 performance evaluations documented the
ongoing concerns about Respondent’s practice and indicated Respondent’s
lack of awareness or appreciation for the concerns.

On January 6, 2010, Respondent submitted her resignation effective
February 5, 2010.

On January 25, 2010 at 7:00 a.m., Respondent reported for her scheduled
shift and staff members noted she had a strong odor of alcohol. When
questioned, Respondent denied she had been drinking alcohol. During the
conversation, Respondent excused herself three times to go to the
restroom and one one occasion she was overheard vomiting. Respondent
was asked to submit to an alcohol screen or agree to the immediate
termination of her employment. Respondent declined the screen and
resigned her employment, effective immediately.

On September 1, 2010, Respondent was admitted to a residential chemical
dependency treatment facility. Respondent was diagnosed with alcohol
dependence, substance-induced mood disorder with depressive features,
and substance-induced anxiety disorder. Respondent’s treatment records
indicate Respondent stated her intent to surrender her nursing licenses
rather than submit to a monitoring program. On September 28, 2010,
Respondent completed the treatment program.

On October 5, 2010, the Board received a letter from Respondent’s
attorney stating Respondent desired to voluntarily surrender her
registration certificate.

On October 18, 2010, Respondent was discharged from the Health
Professionals Services Program (“HPSP”) for noncooperation after
Respondent informed the HPSP that she did not wish to participate
because she will be surrendering her license.



CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Wisconsin Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to act in this matter, pursuant to
Wis. Stat. § 441.07, and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation and Order, pursuant
to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).

2. The conduct described above constitutes a violation of Wisconsin Administrative
Code § N 7.04(7) and subjects Respondent to discipline pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 441.07(1)(d).

ORDER
IT IS ORDERED:

1. The SURRENDER of the license of Mary E. Dowell to practice nursing in the
State of Wisconsin is hereby accepted.

2. The SURRENDER of the privilege of Mary E. Dowell to practice nursing in the
State of Wisconsin under another state license pursuant to the Nurse Licensure Compact is
hereby accepted.

3. In the event that Respondent ever reapplies for any credential in Wisconsin
Respondent shall, prior to such application, pay costs of this proceeding in the amount of $150.
Payment shall be made payable to the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing, and
mailed to:

Department Monitor
Division of Enforcement
Department of Regulation and Licensing
P.O. Box 8935
Madison, W1 53708-8935
Telephone (608) 267-3817
Fax (608) 266-2264

4. This Order is effective on the date of its signing.

Wisconsin Board of Nursing

By: ‘/_;/W _,{/.5, /1

A Member of the Board Date




