WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
REGULATION & LICENSING

Wisconsin Department of Regulation & Licensing
Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of
Regulation & Licensing website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s
Open Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:

¢ The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing
authorities within the Department of Regulation and Licensing from November, 1998 to the
present. In addition, many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November,
1998 are posted. Not all orders issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal
disciplinary action.

¢ Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the
Department of Regulation and Licensing data base. Because this data base changes
constantly, the Department is not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or
delete data. The Department is not responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates,
modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have the responsibility to determine whether
information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and complete.

e There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original
documents should be consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies
of original orders may be obtained by mailing requests to the Department of Regulation and
Licensing, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. The Department charges copying fees.
All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and respondent's name as it
appears on the order.

¢ Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the
appeal. Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of
Regulation and Licensing is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.”
The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at:
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca .

¢ Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of
Decisions subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line
database.

Correcting information on the DRL website: An individual who believes that information on the
website is inaccurate may contact the webmaster at web@drl.state.wi.gov



http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:web@drl.state.wi.gov?subject=Reports%20of%20Decisions

WISCONSIN
a 1 10930 W. Potter Road, Suite B « Wauwatosa, W! 53226-3450
(414) 7747729 = Fax (414) 774 8202 = 1-800-240-7729
Web Site: wisconsincertificationboard.org
s Email: web@wisconsincertificationboard.org

CERTIFICATION BOARD
March 16, 2004

Linda Johnson
Pierce County DHS
412 W Kinne St

PO Box 670
Elisworth, WI 54011

Dear Ms. Johnson:

The Executive Committee of the Wisconsin Certification Board made the following Conclusion and Decision
regarding your complaint against Tom Curler, CADCIIL

CONCLUSION

A dual relationship occurs when a counselor is in a professional role with a person and at the same time is in another
role with the same person. A counselor must refrain from a dual relationship that could reasonably be expected to
impair the counselor’s objectivity, competence, or effectiveness in performing his or her functions as a counselor, or
otherwise risk exploitation or harm to the person with whom the professional relationship exists.

Counselors refrain from taking on a professional role when a personal relationship could reasonably be expected to
(1) impair their objectivity, competence, or effectiveness in performing their functions as counselors or (2) expose the
person or organization with whom the professional relationship exists to harm or exploitation.

When Tom Curler placed Kim (maiden name unknown) with whom he had a prior personal dating relationship into
his outpatient group at Pierce County, Kim then became his client. Kim’s therapeutic needs exceeded Mr. Curler’s
capabilities and created a conflict of interest between he and Kim, the Pierce County client. Mr. Curler knew or
should have known in his role as a counselor that he must pursue advice and counsel from colleagues and supervisors
and he should have made the effort with his supervisor to refer Kim, the client, to another professional who would
provide the appropriate therapeutic approach for Kim, the client.

By not exploring alternative treatment for Kim with his supervisor at Pierce County, Mr. Curler performed client
services in a manner which falls below the minimum standards of competence for the substance use disorder
counseling profession; therefore, Mr. Curler engaged in conduct which does not meet the generally accepted
standards of practice; and he failed to obtain an appropriate consultation or make an appropriate referral when the
client's problem is beyond the counselor's area of training, expertise, competence, or scope of practice.

Mr. Curler has demonstrated to the Wisconsin Certification Board a history of his personal life interfering with his
professionalism as a Certified Alcohol/Drug Counselor Il both at Pierce County Human Services and in 2003 while
employed at Arbor Place in Menomonie, Wisconsin.

Therefore, it is concluded by the Executive Committee that Tom Curler did breach the following Rules within the
WCB Counselor Code of Conduct (Rev. 1996):

Rule 2.2 A counselor shall not engage in conduct which does not meet the generally accepted standards of
practice.
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Rule 2.4 A counselor shall not fail to obtain an appropriate consultation or make an appropriate referral

when the client's problem is beyond the counselor's area of training, expertise, competence, or scope of
practice.

Rule 4.1 A counselor shall not engage in any form of sexual contact/behavior with clients, nor engage in any
form of sexual contact/behavior with former therapy clients for two years after the cessation or termination
of professional services within the client's continuum of care. The prohibition shall apply with respect to any
client/patient of the agency by which the counselor is employed, regardless of whether or not the
client/patient is on the counselor's caseload.

Rule 6.1 A counselor shall not develop, implement, or maintain exploitative relationships with current or
past clients.

DECISION

Pursuant to Section V(A)(3) of the WCB Counselor Code of Conduct (Rev. 1996), Action by the Executive
Committee, Tom Curler’s WCB certification as an alcohol/drug counselor II1 is hereby Revoked.

The Executive Committee and I want to thank you for participation in this matter. If you have any questions, please
contact me at the Board office.

Sincerely,

o-Acevedo
Interim Executive Director

cc: file




