
    

 WISCONSIN  DEPARTMENT  OF   

REGULATION & LICENSING 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Department of Regulation & Licensing 

Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions  

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of 
Regulation & Licensing website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s 
Open Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.  

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:  

 The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing 
authorities within the Department of Regulation and Licensing from November, 1998 to the 
present. In addition, many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November, 
1998 are posted. Not all orders issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal 
disciplinary action.  

 Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the 
Department of Regulation and Licensing data base. Because this data base changes 
constantly, the Department is not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or 
delete data. The Department is not responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates, 
modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have the responsibility to determine whether 
information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and complete.  

 There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original 
documents should be consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies 
of original orders may be obtained by mailing requests to the Department of Regulation and 
Licensing, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. The Department charges copying fees. 
All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and respondent's name as it 
appears on the order.  

 Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the 
appeal. Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of 
Regulation and Licensing is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.” 
The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at: 
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca .  

 Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.  

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of 
Decisions subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line 
database.  

Correcting information on the DRL website: An individual who believes that information on the 
website is inaccurate may contact the webmaster at web@drl.state.wi.gov 

 

http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:web@drl.state.wi.gov?subject=Reports%20of%20Decisions


STATE OF WISCONSIN

BEFORE THE PHARMACY EXAMINING BOARD

______________________________________________________________________________

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

RALPH G. KOCH, R.Ph., MODIFICATION OF ORDER

RESPONDENT. (October 1999)

______________________________________________________________________________

To: Ralph G. Koch R.Ph.

3614 Highcliff Ct.

Sheboygan, WI 53083

On June 16, 1999, the State of Wisconsin Pharmacy Examining Board issued a Final Decision and Order in the above-captioned matter.
Among the terms and conditions set forth in the board’s order are that Mr. Koch participate in a program of random, witnessed collection
of breath, urine and/or blood specimens for monitoring for the presence of alcohol and its metabolites. The order further provides as
follows:

 

"Respondent shall appear and provide a specimen not later than 5 hours following a request for a specimen, and forthwith if
requested to provide a breath sample."

 

Mr. Koch has requested a clarification of the above provision. He asks whether the terms require him to close the pharmacy and take a
breathalyzer test immediately upon notification or if he can wait until after the pharmacy is closed to respond to the breathalyzer test.
Mr. Koch is the sole pharmacist where he works, with the pharmacy’s hours being from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

The above provision requires Mr. Koch to appear "forthwith" if requested to provided a breath sample. Common dictionary definitions of
"forthwith" include "at once" and "immediately". Accordingly, the above provision requires Mr. Koch to immediately close the pharmacy
and appear to provide a sample.

However, in reviewing the circumstances submitted the board believes that a modification to this requirement should be made so as to
not unduly inconvenience patients, while still providing for the integrity of the monitoring by breathalyzer test. Accordingly, the board
voted to permit Mr. Koch to appear and provide a breath sample not later than 5 hours following a request, which is the same as the
time required after a request for a specimen. The board believes this will cause less inconvenience to patients if he is afforded adequate
time to plan on closing his pharmacy earlier than normal when requested to take a breath test.
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Based upon the foregoing,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Final Decision and Order in this matter is modified to require the respondent, Ralph G. Koch, R.Ph., to
appear and provide a requested specimen or breath sample, not later than 5 hours following a request.

FURTHERMORE, IT IS ORDERED that in all other respects, the previous orders of the board in this matter remain in full force and effect.

Dated: October 14th, 1999.

STATE OF WISCONSIN

PHARMACY EXAMINING BOARD

 

 

__________________________________________

Daniel F. Luce, R.Ph.

Chairman

 


