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STATE OF WISCONSIN

BEFORE THE MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST
MARK M. BENSON, M.D.,

Respondent

ORDER GRANTING FURTHER STAY

On July 24, 1996, the Medical Examining Board issued its Final Decision and Order in the above-captioned matter.
By the terms of the board's order, respondent's license to practice medicine and surgery in Wisconsin was
suspended for a period of not less than five years, with provision for consecutive three-month stays of the
suspension conditioned upon compliance with certain conditions and limitations on the license. These include that
Dr. Benson continue successful participation in an acceptable drug and alcohol treatment program, and that as a
part of the program, he submit to random, monitored screening of his blood or urine for alcohol and drugs on a
twice-weekly basis.

By letter dated August 29, 1996, Dr. Benson, by Attorney Paul R. Erickson, requested that the stay of suspension
be renewed for three months, and petitioned as well for a reduction in the humber of required urine screens from
two to one per week. The board considered the matter at its meeting of September 25, 1996, and denied the
request by its Order dated October 1, 1996.

By letter dated November 7, 1996, Dr. Benson petitioned for a further three-month stay, and again requested a
reduction in the number of required urine screens. The board considered the matter at its meeting of November
20, 1996, and again denied the request by its Order dated January 4, 1997.

By letter dated June 17, 1997, Dr. Benson requested a further three-month stay of suspension. A subsequent
letter from Dr. Engel supported a change in the number of required urine screens from two per week to one per
week, and Dr. Benson appeared before the board on July 24, 1997, in support of the requests. The board
considered the matter on that date and, by its Order dated July 31, 1997, reduced the number of required
screens to one per week.

At its meeting of January 22, 1998, the board considered Dr. Benson’s request for a further three month stay of
the suspension, and granted the stay by its Order dated February 28, 1998.

By letter dated June 11, 1998, Dr. Benson requested that all limitations on his license be terminated, and he
appeared before the board on July 23, 1998, in support of his request. The board considered the matter on that
date, and denied the request by its Order dated August 3, 1998.

by his letter dated September 16, 1998, Dr. Benson requested a further stay of the suspension of his license, and
requested as well that the requirement that he submit to urine screens be terminated. The board considered the
request at its meeting of October 21, 1998, and denied the request by is Order dated October 28, 1998.

On January 20, 1999, the board considered Dr. Benson’s request for a further stay of the suspension. The board
at that time also considered evidence that during the previous three-month period, Dr. Benson had tested
positive for barbiturates. Based upon probable cause to believe that Dr. Benson has violated the terms and
conditions placed on his license, the board lifted the stay of the suspension of his license by its order dated
January27, 1999.

On February 24, 1999, Dr. Benson appeared before the board to petition for renewal of the stay of suspension of
his license. The board granted the stay.

On May 19, 1999, the board considered Dr. Benson’s request that the board approve a change in treatment
providers from Dr. Charles Engel to Dr. Barry Spiegel. Also considered was a letter from Dr. Engel, by which Dr.
Engel indicates that he has no problem with relinquishing care of Dr. Benson, but that he had previously
recommended to Dr. Benson that he seek a re-evaluation of his addiction recovery status, as well as a careful
psychological work-up at the Mayo Clinic Rochester, Minnesota. Dr. Engel further states that Dr. Benson had
initially agreed to follow through with this recommendation, then changed his mind and decided to seek a
different physician. Also considered was information conveyed to the board by its agent indicating that Dr.



Spiegel had agreed to accept Dr. Benson as a patient conditioned upon Dr. Benson’s carrying through with Dr.
Engel’'s recommendation. The board approved Barry Spiegel, M.D., Mercy Hospital, Janesville, as Dr. Benson's
Supervising Health Care Provider, conditioned upon Dr. Benson’s full compliance with the treatment plan
established by Dr. Spiegel.

Dr. Benson again appeared before the board on July 22, 1999. In the interim since his last appearance, Dr.
Benson had undergone assessments performed at Rush University Behavioral Health Center, Downers grove,
Illinois, and Meriter Hospital, Madison, Wisconsin. Based upon all information of record herein, the board orders as
follows:

ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the suspension of the license of Mark M. Benson, M.D., is hereby stayed
for a further period of three months.

Dated this 27thday of July 1999.

STATE OF WISCONSIN

MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD

by

Ronald E. Grossman, M.D.

Secretary



