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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE MEDICAL E X A M I N I N G  BOARD 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I N  THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 

FINAL DECISION 
RONALD J. SCHh7ERZLER, PI. D. , APiE ORDER 

RESPONDENT. 

The p a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  purposes of Wis. S z a t s .  s e c .  227.16 
a r e  : 

Ronald J .  Schwerzler,  M . D .  
3674 P a c i f i c  Highway 
Hubbard, OR 97032 

Wisconsin Medical Examining Board 
P. 0 .  Box 8936 
Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8936 

Department of Regulat ion & Licensing 
Divis ion of Enforcement 
P. 0 .  Box 8936 
Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8936 

A p a r t y  aggrieved by t h i s  dec i s ion  may p e t i t i o n  t h e  Board f o r  rehear ing  
wi th in  twenty (20 )  days a f t e r  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  dec i s ion  pursuant  t o  Wis. 
S t a t s .  s e c .  227.12. The p e t i t i o n  i n  ,his i n s t ance  would be  capt ioned wi th  
Ronald J. Schwerzler,  P1.D. a s  t h e  respondent.  

A p a r t y  aggrieved by t h i s  dec i s ion  who i s  a r e s i d e n t  of t h i s  s t a t e  may 
a l s o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  j u d i c i a l  review by f i l i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of 
t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c i r c u i t  cou r t  f o r  t h e  county where t h e  p a r t y  aggrievsd 
r e s i d e s  w i th in  t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  dec i s ion .  A p a r t y  
aggrieved by t h i s  d e c i s i o n  who i s  not  a r e s i d e n t  of t h i s  s t a t e  must f i l e  
t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  j u d i c i a l  review i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c l e r k  of c i r c u i t  
cour t  f o r  Dane County. A p a r t y  aggrieved must a l s o  se rve  t h e  board and 
o the r  p a r t i e s  with a copy of t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  j u d i c i a l  review wi th in  
t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  dec i s ion  pursuant  t o  W i s .  S t a t s .  
s ec .  227.16. The p a r t y  t o  be named a s  respondent i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n  i s  t h e  
Wisconsin Medical Examining Board. 

The p a r t i e s  i n  t h i s  ma t t e r  agree  t o  t h e  terms and condi t ions  of t h e  
a t t ached  s t i p u l a t i o n  a s  t h e  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  ma t t e r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  
t h e  approval of t h e  Board. The Board has reviewed t h i s  S t i p u l a t i o n  and 
cons iders  it acceptab le .  

Accordingiy, t h e  Board i n  t h i s  mat te r  adopts  t h e  a t t ached  s t i p u l a t i o n  
and makes t h e  fol lowing:  



FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. That RONALD J .  SCHWERZLER, Pl.D., Respondent h e r e i n ,  i s  a  phys ic ian  
l icensed ,  but  no t  c u r r e n t l y  r e g i s t e r e d ,  t o  p r a c t i c e  medicine and surgery  i n  
t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin; t h a t  h i s  l i c e n s e  which bears  816844 was granted  
J u l y  9,  1969; t h a t  h i s  cu r r en t  p l ace  of p r a c t i c e  i s  3674 P a c i f i c  Highway, 
Hubbard, Oregon 97032. 

2 .  That by Order da ted  J u l y  12, 1982 t h e  Board of Medical Examiners 
of t h e  S t a t e  of Oregon i ssued  Findings of F a c t ,  Conclusions of Law, Order 
of Revocation and Terms of Probat ion regard ing  Respondent and h i s  l i c e n s e  
t o  p r a c t i c e  medicine i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Oregon. 

3 .  That t h e  Oregon Order found t h a t  Respondent had h a b i t u a l l y  o r  
excess ive ly  used Talwin, Demerol, Florphine, Dilaudid and Stadol  i n  a  course 
of s e l f  adminis t ra t ion  and not  f o r  t h e  t rea tment  of any d i s e a s e  process  o r  
a l iment .  The Oregon Order f u r t h e r  found t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  of 
Respondent c o n s t i t u t e d  grounds f o r  suspension o r  revoca t ion  of h i s  l i c e n s e  
t o  p r a c t i c e  medicine i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Oregon. The Oregon Order revoked 
~ e s ~ o n d e n t ' s  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h a t  s t a t e ,  bu t  s t ayed  execut ion  of t h e  
o rde r  and placed Respondent on 10 yea r s  probat ion  under s p e c i f i e d  terms and 
cond i t i ons .  

4 .  That t h e  terms and condi t ions  of t h e  10 yea r s  probat ion  imposed 
under t h e  Oregon Order a r e  a s  fo l lows:  

( a )  L i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  e n t e r  an i n - p a t i e n t  t rea tment  program 
designed f o r  t h e  t rea tment  of a lcohol  and drug abuse i n  a  
f a c i l i t y  approved by t h e  Board and s h a l l  be suspended from 
t h e  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  of medicine f o r  t h e  pe r iod  of t ime 
requi red  f o r  completion of s a i d  program. H e  s h a l l  f u r t h e r  
provide t h a t  copies  of t h e  f a c i l i t y ' s  p s y c h i a t r i c  and 
psychological  assessment of h i s  s t a t u s  a r e  provided t o  t h e  
Board. 

(b) L i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  no t  u se ,  p r e s c r i b e ,  adminis te r  o r  d i spense  
any Schedule I1 drug a s  def ined  under Federa l  S t a t u t e s  o r  
Oregon S t a t e  Law o r  Adminis t ra t ive  Rule,  except  t h a t  he may 
o rde r  admin i s t r a t i on  of Schedule I1 drugs on p a t i e n t  c h a r t s  
i n  a  h o s p i t a l .  

( c )  L i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  no t  pe r sona l ly  u se  any p r e s c r i p t i v e  drugs 
un le s s  t h e  same has been p re sc r ibed  f o r  him by another  
person lawful ly  au thor ized  t o  p r e s c r i b e  such drugs i n  t h e  
course of t rea tment  f o r  a  medical a i lmen t .  L i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  
inform any t r e a t i n g  phys ic ian  of h i s  p r i o r  drug problem. 

(d) L i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  submit a  specimen of h i s  blood and/or  u r i n e  
a t  any reasonable  t ime t o  any au tho r i zed  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o r  
agent of t h e  Board f o r  t h e  purpose of determining whether he 
has been us ing  a lcohol  o r  drugs t o  excess  o r  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of 
t h e  condi t ions  of h i s  probat ion .  



( e )  L i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  a f f i l i a t e  wi th  and a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
Alcoholics  Anonymous, Narcot ics  Anonymous, o r  s i m i l a r  program 
approved by t h e  Board u n t i l  such t ime a s  t h e  Board cons iders  
it no longer  b e n e f i c i a l  o r  necessary .  

L i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  Chief of S t a f f  and t h e  
Administrator  a t  any h o s p i t a l  a t  which he has p r i v i l e g e s ,  
o r  any o t h e r  person approved by t h e  Board f o r  r epo r t ing  
purposes of t h e  terms of h i s  probat ion  and s h a l l  cause 
r e p o r t s  of h i s  progress  and performance t o  be submitted t o  
t h e  Board p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  days of t h e  months of J u l y ,  
October,  January,  and Apr i l  of each year  un less  t h e  Board 
o rde r s  o therwise .  

(g) The l i c e n t i a t e  s h a l l  r epo r t  i n  person t o  t h e  Board of 
Fledical Examiners a t  each of i t s  r egu la r  meetings he ld  i n  
Po r t l and ,  Oregon commencing i n  October,  1982 unless  ordered 
t o  o therwise  by t h e  Board. 

(h)  Evidence of v i o l a t i o n  of any of t h e  above condi t ions  s h a l l  
g ive  t h e  Board cause t o  t e rmina te  t h e  l i c e n t i a t e ' s  probat ionary 
s t a t u s  and invoke suspension o r  revoca t ion  of h i s  l i c e n s e .  

5 .  That t h e  Chief I n v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  t h e  Board of Medical Examiners of 
t h e  s t a t e  of Oregon s t a t e d  on January 1 7 ,  1985 t h a t  Respondent has been 
complying wi th  h i s  terms of probat ion  i n  t h a t  s t a t e .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1 .  That t h e  Wisconsin Xedical Examining Board has j u r i s d i c t i o n  over 
t h i s  mat te r  pursuant  t o  s e c t i o n  448.02(3) of t h e  Wisconsin S t a t u t e s .  

2 .  That t h e  Wisconsin Medical Examining Board has a u t h o r i t y  t o  e n t e r  
i n t o  t h e  a t t ached  S t i p u l a t i o n  pursuant  t o  s e c t i o n  2 2 7 . 0 7 ( 5 )  of t h e  Wisconsin 
S t a t u t e s .  

3 .  That by having h i s  l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  medicine granted by t h e  
S t a t e  of Oregon revoked and having been s u b j e c t  t o  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
ac t ion  by t h e  l i c e n s i n g  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  Sizate of Oregon, Respondent i s  
g u i l t y  of unprofess iona l  conduct a s  def ined  by Wis. Adm. Code sec .  
Med 10 .02(2) (q)  and Wis. S t a t s .  s e c .  448.02(3) .  

ORDER 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a t t ached  S t i p u l a t i o n  i s  accepted.  

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t h a t  Respondent, Ronald J. Schwerzler,  M . D . ,  
s h a l l  no t  be r e g i s t e r e d  o r  r e - r e g i s t e r e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  medicine and surgery  
i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin u n t i l  such t ime a s  he e i t h e r :  

1. Submits proof acceptab le  t o  t h e  Wisconsin Fledical Examining Board 
t h a t  he has been f u l l y  r e l i c e n s e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  medicine i n  t h e  S t a t e  of 
Oregon, without  any l i m i t a t i o n s  o r  probat ion ,  o r  



2 .  Submits o t h e r  proof acceptab le  t o  t h e  Wisconsin Medical Examining 
Board t h a t  he i s  no longer chemically dependent and t h a t  he may p r a c t i c e  
medicine i n  Wisconsin without  p o t e n t i a l  harm t o  p a t i e n t s  o r  pub l i c  as  a 
r e s u l t  of h i s  chemical dependency. 

Dated a t  Madison, Wisconsin t h i s  6 t h  day of March, 1985. 

,L 5. !' 
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Gwen ~ a c k & o n ,  ' s ec re t a ry  
Wisconsin k e d i c a l  ~ x a m i n i n ~  Board 
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