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STATE OF WISCONSIN 

BEFORE THE EXAMINING BOARD OF ARCHITECTS, PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, 

DESIGNERS AND LAND SURVEYORS (ENGINEERS' SECTION) 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERS' LICENSE OF THEODORE 
SCHUURMANS, RESPONDENT (E-8415) 

COMPLAINT 

The Engineers' Section of the State of Wisconsin Examining Board of 

Architects, Professional Engineers, Designers and Land Surveyors complains 

against the respondent Theodore Schuurmans and alleges: 

1. That Theodore Schuurmans, respondent, whose address is P.O. Box 723, 

Green Bay, Wisconsin, 54395, is, and was at all times hereinafter, mentioned, 

registered by the State of Wisconsin, Examining Board of Architects, Pro- 
fejsioi,aj :fisZfieej-j n--Z--r.-- -__I # --_1 C ..-..-..-.-- lLrr Gm-.CS-- $1" --._ A!#\ , UC> 'y"c1 3 al," LUll" JUI YCJ"I 3 \"c'e~l,ul LCI ""Ul" ,, 22 

a Professional Engineer, Certificate Number E-8415; 

2. That C. F. Hurt is the Executive Secretary of the Board and the 

Secretary of the Engineers' Section of the Board and has been directed by 

motion of the Engineers' Section to institute these proceedings; 

3. On information and belief, that the facts which together indicate 

that respondent has violated provisions of Chapter 443, Wis. Stats. and 

rules promulgated by the Board are: 

a) M. B. Harmison of 1321 Bond Street, Green Bay, Wisconsin contacted 

an unregistered "designer" named Russ Ahlbum in the Spring of 1974 

about designing a four or five unit apartment building to be built 

on Harmison's property in New London, Wisconsin. AhJbum operates 

a business under the name "Design Graphics" at Rural: Route 4, Green 

Bay. For a fee, Ahlbum prepared sketches of the building and con- 

sulted with Harmison on plans for the building. Harmison and Ahlbum 

agreed on basics of the design and Ahlbum prepared plans accordingly. 

Ahlbum informed Harmison that the proposed building was greater than 

50,000 cubic feet in volume and that an architect or'professional 
..-;-- -._ 



b) Ahlbum took the plans he had prepared for Harmison to Theodore 

Schuurmans, respondent, who indicated he would design the building 

structurally and take over all supervision of the project. Schuurmans 

told Ahlbum that he would be in absolute charge of the 'plans, design 

and supervision of the project. Ahlbum was to be the contact with 

the owner and would do any necessary billing. Schuurmans fee was to 

- be 1% of the total costs of the building, plus time and expenses of 
periodic inspections, supervision of construction and final inspection; 

c) Schuurmans went over the plans which Ahlbum had prepared for Mike 

Harmison with Ahlbum and with a red pencil indicated to Ahlbum the 
revisions that were necessary. Ahlbum then redrafted the plans at 

his home and returned the plans to Schuurmans who reviewed the plans 

and sealed and signed the plans. The plans were then submitted to 

the Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations (hereinafter 
"DILHR"). DILHR conditionaliy approved the plans on Cotober 4, 1974. 

Ahlbum delivered-the approved plans to Harmison; 

d) Prior to and during the time within which plans for the building 

were prepared, submitted to DILHR, and approved, Schuurmans had no 
contractual agreement nor any direct contact with Harmison. Ahlbum 

was not working on the Harmison project as an employee of Schuurmans. 
Schuurmans regarded Ahlbum as his client; 

e) During the time Schuurmans worked with Ahlbum on the iarmison project 
Schuurmans did not inspect the site of the proposed bdilding in New 

London; 

f) Harmison was unable to obtain financing for the apartment and built 

instead a duplex on the site. Schuurmans has attempted, through 

Ahlbum, to collect from Harmison a fee for his (Schuurmans') services; 

4. That in signing and sealing plans for the apartment boilding in the 
circumstances described above in paragraph' 3, respondent aidedland abetted 

Russ Ahlbum in the unauthorized practice of architecture and professional 

engineering contrary to the provisions of Wis. Stat. s. 443.01(l)(f) and 

Wis. Adm. Code s. A-E 4.04(3). 



5. That in signing and sealing plans for the apartment building in 

the circumstances described above in paragraph 3, respondent sealed documents 

which were not prepared by him or under his direction and control contrary 

to the provisions of Wis. Stat. s. 443.01(1)(f). 

WHEREFORE, Complainant demands that the Engineers' Section of the 

Examining Board hear evidence relevant to matters recited hereinand deter- 

mine whether the license of respondent should be revoked or suspended or 

whether respondent should receive an official reorimand. 

Dated this 53% day of I , 1975'. 
v 

EXAMINING BOARD OF ARCHITECT:& PRO- 
FESSIONAL ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND 
LAND SURVEYORS (ENGINEERS' SECTION) 

BY 
C: F. Hut-c, Secretary 

. 
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BEFORE THE EXX"lINING BOARD OF ARCHIPECTS, PROFESS:L~l\lkL E:IGIiIEERS, 

DESIGNERS AND UUJLI SURVEYORS (yR6FESSIcEJ~l. E.G~/VE.+S’S~cTro#) 

\ 
1. 

A EIKidVEtd 
IN THE NATTER OF‘TH-E PM%UV&~ LICEXSE FINDIkJGS OF FACT, 

OFT/#oODa& Scnuoafl~&,RESPOXiDE>JT '(c-&‘/S ). coNcLuSIoxs OF Lm 
AND O?DER 

The above entitled proceeding having cone on for hearing 
I 

before the ~essrorJA~~%~?% of the E&,bing Board of :. 3 

Architects, Professional Engineers, Designers and Land -$ I 
Surveyors at General Executive Office Facility Mo.,l, if 

ltadison, Nisconsin, on mhy ~8, I?76 
** 

, pursuant to 

notice of hearing containing the issues involved ahd 
$ 

charges to be considered, duly sexed upon the respondent, tr‘ 

-THEODORE '&ko~M!HRN~and respondent having filed answer on n 
5q+-J=+ qm and having appeared in person,Aan 

?& %Wx&Section of the Examining Board, represented ; 

by Lowell E. Nass, Assistant Attorney General, having 

heard the evidence presented by Nillim Dusso,?3P4rcJI he/ 

in support of said charges, and the evidence preseuted by 

respondent, in opposition thereto, and the Board haviJ?g 

considered the pleadings, tcstinoay, cshibits, arrg~~ents,6&&, 

and proceedings herein, h.orcbp r:ia!:es and files its'findings 

of ract, conclusicns of lax ahc? order, constituting its 

decision in this xttcr. 



-Il. 
1. That Theodore Schuurmans. respondent, whose address is P.O. Sex 72'3, 

1 
i 

Green say, Msconsin, 54395, is, and was at al! times hereinafter mentioned, 

registered by tne State of !Jisconsin, Examining eoard of Architects, Pro- 

rG.jsid;>!~!*' : 11,1 i,,,au, 4 . - .~ ..--. -, se> icJr!er'L dnC Ld!!‘i %P~)~O!-S \,?-. ‘k mvein~f~r2r ‘grm~vn”], -‘: 

a Professional Engineer, Certificate Number E-3415; --.- ___ -. --.- 

L -... . 

2. -t-z& a Ms3.&m 13ZJ Bwa! 
b 

I I 

tJlJL&,dw*,L3.a&, 

an unregistered "designer" named Russ Ahlbum in _ ̂ _. ,Ui'i 

about designing a four or five unit apartment building to b% ouilt 

on Harmison's property in Ne:q London, Wisconsin 

a business under t'le name "Design Grlphlcs" at Rural Route 4, Green C! 

Ahlbum operates 

Ray. For a fee, Ahlbum prepared sketches of the b*uilding and con- 

sulted with i!armison on plans fork the htiildinq. Harmison and A+l,btz:i 

agreed on basics cf the design and khlbum orepared plars accordingly 

Ah1 bg:il i n;,z:-: ipc! :~!~rli;~~r ?",,C C"O .".c'?c-;r,:) y,l:;,Ih,; I;.:: ^.-",I>. I>, t;'i'j 3 _.". 

SC,000 cubic fc:t in vo:a~ and that in architect or professicna; 

engirleer must seal the plans in ord 

-a,-~QLsJ 

'l--l-J* 

G= ; hlbum took the plans he had prepared for Harmison to Theodore 

Schuurmans, respondent, who indicated he wculd design the building 
ih CL.+l..Q'IY 

/\ 
structurally and take overall suoervision of the project. Schuurmans . 

told Ahlbum that he would be in absolute charge of the plans, design 

and supervision of the project. Ahlbum was to be the contact with 

the owner and would do any necessary billing. Schuurmans fee was to 

be 1% of the total costs of the building, plus time and expenses of 

periodic inspections, supervision of construction and final insiection; 

Y*‘i-R$, ~ 

Schuurmans went over the plans which Ahlhun: had prepared for r4.m B. 

Iiarmison with Ahlhum and with-# red 
;h 

+ 
indicated to Ahlbum the 

-e necessary. Ahlbum then redrafted the plans at 

his homeipand returned the plans to Schuurmans who reviewed the Plans 

and sealed and signed the plans. The olans were then submitted to 

the Department of Industry, Labor and Human Relations (hereinafter 

"UILHR" ). OILHR conditionally approved the plans on October 4, 1974. 

Ahlbum de1 iverecl tne approved pians IO iiarmiSOn; 



r’ + 'prior to and during the time within wh<ch plans for the building 

were prepared, submitted to OILN, and approved, Schuurmans had no 
COntraClual agrremerlt nor any direct contact klith Harmison. Ablbum 
was not k n the Harmison project as an employee of Schuurmans. 
Schtiurman 

I I -----. 
ed Ahlbum as his clientj&as em 

,._ ~. 

_-.--,- 
ring the t-ime Schuurmans worked with khlbun on the Harmison oroject, 

Schuurmans did not inspect the site of the proposed building in p!ev! 

London; 
--- -.. 

[{armjson was Iunable to obtain financing for the apartment and built 

instead a duplex on the site. Schuurmans has attempted, through/ 

Ahibum, to collect from liarmison a fee for his (Schuurmans') serdicesj 

That in signing and sealing plans 

tanccs described above in paragraphs 

Puss Ahlbum in the unauthorized practice of m professional 
SM. 

engineering contrary to the provisions of w e&.443.01(1)(f), and 

IT IS ORDERED that respondent Te 

be and hereby is reprimanded. 

Let a copy of these findings of fact, conclusione 

of law and or 

Dated this ' day of &Y&W, i$36 . 

Examining Board of Archite,cts, 
Professional Engineers, Designers 
and Land Surveyors 



. 

PRESS: RELEASE 

October 22, 1976 

The Examining Board of Architects, Professional Engineers, 

Designers and Land Surveyors has reprimanded a Professional Engineer, 

Theodore Schuurmans, P.O. Box 723, Green Bay, ':Jisconsin. 

Tf.2 rp.r.rd Fnllnrl +I),+ Mr IIY,,” “I -* ..* . Sch:zx!?s knc-;!?~!y 2;c!!? a!?” 

abetted an unlicensed person in the unauthorized practice of pro- 

fessjonal engineering contrary to Wisconsin Statutes and Board Rules. 


