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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE PHARMACY EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST

STEVEN R. BRANDENBURG, R.PH.,
RESPONDENT.

FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
ORDER 0007148

Division of Legal Services and Compliance Case Nos. 20 PHM  179 and 21  PHM 002

The parties to this action for the purpose of Wis. Stat.  § 227.53 are:

Steven R. Brandenburg, R.Ph.
Milwaukee, WI 53220

Wisconsin Pharmacy Examining Board
P.O.  Box 8366
Madison, WI 53708-8366

Division of Legal  Services and Compliance
Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190
Madison, WI 53707-7190

The parties  in this matter agree to the terms and  conditions of the  attached  Stipulation as
the   final   disposition   of  these   matters,   subject  to  the   approval   of  the   Wisconsin   Pharmacy
Examining Board (Board).  The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.

Accordingly, the Board adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the following Findings
of Fact, Conclusion of Law, and Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.            Steven R. Brandenburg, R.Ph. (Respondent), (YearofBirth 1974) is licensed inthe
state  of Wisconsin  as a pharmacist, having  license number  12688-40,  first  issued  on August 22,
1997,  and  current  through  May  31,  2022.    Respondent's  most  recent  address  on  file  with  the
Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (Department) is located in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin 53220.

2.           OnJanuary l3, 2021,theBoard issuedan Interim orderin20PHM 179 suspending
Respondent' s license to practice pharmacy in the state of Wisconsin.



3.           At all times relevant to this proceeding, Respondent was employed as a pharmacist
at a medical facility (Facility),  located in Grafton, Wisconsin.

4.           On two separate occasions, December 24 and 25, 2020, Respondent while working
at the  Facility,  removed  COVID-19  vaccine  from  refrigeration  with  the  inteut  of rendering  the
vaccine ineffective. The Facility discharged Respondent shortly thereafter.

5.           Both  cases  at  issue  (20  PHM  179  and  2l  PHM  002)  originated  from  complaints
involving the facts in paragraph 4.

6.            On    January    19,    202],    in    Ozaukee    County    Circuit    Court    Case    Number
202lcM000007,   Respondent   was   charged   with   Attempt   Criminal   Damage   to   Property,   a
misdemeanor, in violation of wis.  Stat.  § 943.01(1).

7.           On January 2l , 202l,  in u.S.  District court,  Eastern District of wisconsin,  Case
Number  21-CR-25,  Respondent  was  charged  with  two  counts  of Tampering  with  Consumer
Products, a felony, in violation of Title  18, United States Code, Section  1365(a)(1).

8.           On or about January 22, 2021, in u.S. District court, Eastern District of wisconsin,
Case Number 21 -CR-25, Respondent entered into a Plea Agreement voluntarily pleading guilty to
the charges in paragraph 7.

9.           In  resolution  of these  matters,  Respondent  consents  to the  entry  of the  following
Conclusions of Law and Order

CONCLUSION OF LAW

1.           The  wisconsin  pharmacy  Examining  Board  has jurisdiction to  act  in  this  matter

pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 450.10(I ), and is authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation pursuant
to  Wis.  Stat.  § 227.44(5).

2.           By   the   conduct   described   in   the   Findings   of  Fact,   Respondent   committed
unprofessional  conduct by  engaging  in  any pharmacy  practice which  constitutes  a danger to the
health, welfare, or safety of patient or public,  including but not limited to, practicing in a manner
which substantially departs from the standard of care ordinarily exercised by a pharmacist which
harmed or could have harmed a patient pursiiant to Wis. Admin. Code.  § Phar  I 0.03(2).

3.           By   the   conduct   described   in   the   Findings   of   Fact,   Respondent   committed
unprofessional conduct by violating a federal or state statiite or rule which substantially relates to
the practice of the Respondent pursuant to Wis. Stat.  § 450.10(I)(a)2.

4.           As a result of the above violations, Respondent is subject to discipline pursuant to
Wis.  Stat.  §  450.10(I)(b)

ORDER

1.            The attached stipulation is accepted.



2.           The license of Respondent to practice pharmacy in the state of wisconsin ¢icense
number 1268840 ) is REVOKED.

3.            In  the  event  Respondent  petitions  the  Board  for  reinstatement  of his  license  to

practice Pharmacy, the Board may enter an order denying such petition without further notice or
hearing.   Whether to grant a license and whether to impose any  limitations or restrictions on any
license granted shall be in the discretion of the Board.

4.           Within ninety (90) days from the date of this order, Respondent shall pay cosTS
of these matters in the amount of $ 1,485 .00.

5.           Payment of costs shall be made payable to the wisconsin Department of safety and
Professional  Services and mailed to:

Departm ent Monitor
Division of Legal Services and Compliance

Department of Safety and Professional Services
P.O. Box 7190, Madison, WI 53707-7190

Telephone (608) 267-3817; Fax (608) 266-2264
DSPSMonitoring@wiscousin.gov

Respondent may also submit this information online at: httDs://dsDsmonitoring.wi.sov

6.           This order is effective on the date of its signing.

WISCONSIN PHARMACY EXAMINING BOARD

4 March 202 I
Date
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I)i\ ision of Lc.gill  Scr\'iccs and Con`plianc.` Case  \o.`.  2(I  1'11\1179 and  21   Pl I.\`1003

Ri`spoi`Jc.in Sli``.en R.  B"ndi`nburg.  R.PH..  lit.ens.. numh`r  12688JO. ui`d ll`i` Di\.ision t`f I.c€a]
Si`r`iici`s and C`(impliulii`c.  I)i`partnil.nl  o(. Siil`el}'  iln{l Prol-i.ssi(in:il  SET\ icl``  stipulalc us  I.oll`)\\ ``:

1.               I his  stipula`ii.n is i`i\tl`red  into as ii resuli ol.a pi'[iding  jn\i`..`i={`ii.7n b}  L!`i`,`

I)I.\'ision  ol` I.i`gal  Si.rvii`i`s and  Compliani`c`.   RespondL.nl .`onsl.[iLs  Li> 1hl.  rcst>]ulion oJ. Lliis

in\ cstigation  h}-Stipulation.

2.             Respond¢nl  und¢.rstaiids that  b}'  signing tliis  stipulat!oii  R€spondcn[ \ ``Iimtari I.\.

and knu\\ingl}`  \`al\'i.s the l`ollo\\jng rights:

•      Lhl` right  Lo .i  lii`.irin:  im  the alll.gallons ag;iinst  R|..iiii)ndi.nt. a(  \\)iic`h  (iitie thl` SILL(|`  has

the  bllrJeii ol` I)r(i\ ing  thiisi` allcga`ions b}  a pre|i`tndcrant.c ctl` ll`i. i`` idl`Iic.|`:
•       tlte  riglit  Lii  ctii`l`riint  i`iit(  ci.(`ss-ex:`iiiine  the  \\itn.`sses  agi`ii`sl  Rcspoiidl.nt:

•      the rigl`i lo |.iill  ``i{ni.`si`s i`i`  Ri`spondl.nt.s ltL.liall-and to cc`mpcl  thi-ir aiti.i`duni`i`  b.`

subpol.nu:
•      {hc right  to testi].}' on  Ri-sptindcnt.s ouT`  bi`hall`:

•      `lic  right  to  Jill. objl.ction> to  an}  iirtiposed decis,ion and  to  p:.c`sciil  brii`(`s or i`rtil

argumi`nts to the oniciuls \``l`o ari. tu render lh¢ Iiiiul  decision:
•      1hc. righ` to  pi'tilion  l``ir reht:itring:  :ind

•      all  other app]icah]e rigli(i .il.I.\trded ti7  Rcspondcnt  under lh€  1 )]ili`il  S`iiL|`s Coii>litu`i{ii\.

ihl` \\'isc(`nsin C.onstilutioi`.  the  \\'isc(`nsin  S[alulcs.  the  \\'-isc`itnsin  ..\dminislrati\.` Codi`.

ai]d olhcr pro` isiom til. s[alL` tir fcdi.ml  la\\ .

3.             R|`sr)ondem i` auarc ol`Rcspondcnl.s right  to sci`L  li`gal  ri.r)re`i`ntation and li`T>
l`ctn pro\ idcd  dn opr)(trtuTiil}  to `)blain lcgal  counsel  bcl`{tre signing tl`i` Siiputiitic`n.   Riispondi.nl
i> rl.prl`sei`ted h}J  Atlt`me}. Ja`on  Ball/.

4.            Rcspondc.nt agrl`cs ttt ihl` adt`ption tir Ike uttachi.d  I.`iniil I)|`i.isiun turd (Jidcr b.\
thc`  \\'isconsin  Pl]ar".ic.`  I_`aniiniiig I}udrd (Board).   The panil`s to tlic Stipilk`iion consent t{` tlie
i.i`ir}  i`r ihl. at`aclil-d  I.in.il  I)ti`ision and ()rdl`r u ithiiut  fiirtl`er notice. plcading` app¢dr`incc ``r
ci`nsenl `}f lhi`  itaiiiits.   Respondcnl  \\ai` i`s ;ill  rights to :m}  ;ippi`al  i`f {h.`  Bttai.d's order.  if
.idopL|'d  in  lhi`  l`i)mi As .iL{achl.d.



5.             Il`thc terms  of`this  stipulation are not i`i`cepiable  to  the  Board.  the  parties sliall  not

bc hound by  the contents of this Stipulalion. and the malti`r shall  lhen bc rctuml-d to the Di`.ision
ol`Legal Scr`'ices and Compliance for furtherprocl`edings.   In  the event thal thl-Stipulation  is
not  act.i`pti'd  by  the  13iiuul.  the  parlies agi.ce  nt}t  t{) contend  thal the  Botli.d  hi`s  been  prejudiced  or
biasl`d  in  any  mannl`r by the consideration  of this attempted ri`so]uliiin.

6.            'I`he parties lo this stipulation agree thauhe attomc.v or other agent  f`or the
Division ol.Legal  Services and Compliallce and  any member of the ]}oard ever assigned as an
advisor in lhis invesligalion may  appi'ar before the I}oard in opi`n or closiid session. ``ithout the

pri`scncc ul` Ri.spondem cir Rcspondcnt-s allorne.` . I.or iiurposes of spi:aking in support ot` this
agreeml`nt and ans\\Jcring questions that any mi.mbi'r orthe  Board may  ha`.e in connection  ``'ith
dl`liberaiions  oli the  Stipulation.   t\dditiona]l}J. any  such advisor rna,v  vote  on  ``Jhether thi.  Boiird

shtiuld accept  this S(ipulati(in and  issue the atlachcd  I.`inal  I)ccision and OI.dl`r.

7.            Respondcnl is informed that should the  Board adopt  ihis stipulation. the Board's
I.`iiial  Decision and Order is a I)ublic record and will be published in accordance w.ith standard
Di`panmenl proccdurc.

8.            .I.hc Di\Jision of Legal  services and compliance.joins  Respondent in
recoinmending lhc Board adopt  lhis Stipulation and issul` the attached  Final DL`cision and Ordei..

{,f€.t'`,\   ,;,    ,5L£,`rc"±C  <..r

Stc`/cn R.  Brandonbiirg.  R.Ph.`  Rpc:nnnHpni

Mil\`Jaiikee.  WI  53220

Lic.'nsc no.12688-40

iiiiii
• for Respondent

D naltz.

Gretchen  .V{ro7.insLj.  ^tlomey
Department ol` Safct). and Prof`cssional  Scr`.ices
I)ivision ol` Legal  Si.rvices and C`ompliance
P.().  Box 7190
Mndison.  WI  53707-7190

1)ate
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