
    

 WISCONSIN  DEPARTMENT  OF   

REGULATION & LICENSING 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Department of Regulation & Licensing 

Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions  

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of 
Regulation & Licensing website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s 
Open Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.  

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:  

 The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing 
authorities within the Department of Regulation and Licensing from November, 1998 to the 
present. In addition, many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November, 
1998 are posted. Not all orders issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal 
disciplinary action.  

 Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the 
Department of Regulation and Licensing data base. Because this data base changes 
constantly, the Department is not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or 
delete data. The Department is not responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates, 
modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have the responsibility to determine whether 
information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and complete.  

 There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original 
documents should be consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies 
of original orders may be obtained by mailing requests to the Department of Regulation and 
Licensing, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. The Department charges copying fees. 
All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and respondent's name as it 
appears on the order.  

 Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the 
appeal. Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of 
Regulation and Licensing is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.” 
The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at: 
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca .  

 Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.  

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of 
Decisions subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line 
database.  

Correcting information on the DRL website: An individual who believes that information on the 
website is inaccurate may contact the webmaster at web@drl.state.wi.gov 

 

http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:web@drl.state.wi.gov?subject=Reports%20of%20Decisions


STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE LAND SURVEYORS SECTION OF THE EXAMINING BOARD OF ARCHITECTS,
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS AND LAND SURVEYORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE DISCIPLINARY                         :
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST                                                   :              FINAL DECISION
                                                                                                :                  AND ORDER
         JOHN R. KARNS,                                                         :                 LS0803063LSR
                  RESPONDENT.                                                    :

Division of Enforcement Case # 07 LSR 003
        
The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:
 
John R. Karns
N7994 Kelly Road
Brooklyn, WI  53521
 
Division of Enforcement
Department of Regulation and Licensing
1400 East Washington Avenue
P.O. Box 8935
Madison, WI  53708-8935
 
Land Surveyors Section
Examining Board of Architects, Landscape Architects, Engineers, Designers and Land Surveyors
Department of Regulation and Licensing
1400 East Washington Avenue
P.O. Box 8935
Madison, WI  53708-8935
 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY
 

On March 8, 2007, the Land Surveyors Section of the Examining Board of Architects, Landscape Architects, Professional
Engineers, Designers and Land Surveyors considered the third petition from Respondent for full reinstatement of his land
surveyor registration.  The Respondent’s registration had originally been suspended and limited pursuant to the Section’s order
dated November 13, 2003.  On March 1, 2006, the Section issued an order denying full reinstatement and modifying the
terms and conditions of the Respondent’s limited registration regarding remedial continuing education and supervision of his
land surveying practice, based upon Respondent’s failure to comply with the Section order.  Based upon information of record
as of March 8, 2007, showing that Respondent had not achieved compliance with the remedial continuing education and
supervised practice requirements of the March 1, 2006, order, the Section denied Respondent’s request for full reinstatement
of his registration and instead suspended the registration for failure to comply with the Section’s previous orders.
 
The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as the final decision of this matter,
subject to the approval of the Land Surveyors Section of the Examining Board of Architects, Landscape Architects,
Engineers, Designers and Land Surveyors.  The Section has reviewed the attached Stipulation and considers it acceptable.
 
Accordingly, the Section in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the following:
 

FINDINGS OF FACT
 
1.      The Respondent is John R. Karns (born March 30, 1942) and is licensed as a land surveyor in the State of Wisconsin

under license # 1295.

2.      Respondent's most recent address on file with the Department of Regulation and Licensing is N7994 Kelly Road,
Brooklyn, WI  53521.

3.      On November 13, 2003, the Land Surveyors Section (Section) suspended Respondent’s registration for one month
beginning November 23, 2003, and ordered Respondent to complete by May 13, 2004, three classes with a grade of C
or above on the topics of the U.S. Public Land Survey system, field techniques, instrument error, and professional ethics. 
Attendance at the annual Institute offered by the Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors (WSLS) or completion of
continuing education offered by WSLS could be used to meet part of the requirement.

4.      The Section placed limitations upon Respondent’s registration for a two-year period beginning December 23, 2003, in
that Respondent was required to practice only under direct supervision of another land surveyor licensed to practice in
Wisconsin.  Any registrant selected as supervising surveyor for Respondent was subject to approval by the Section.



5.      On January 23, 2004, Respondent requested in writing that D. William Karns, Respondent’s brother, be approved as
supervising surveyor.

6.      Respondent appeared before the Section at the meeting of February 18, 2004, in furtherance of his request for approval
of his brother as supervising surveyor.  The complainant in the matter that resulted in the November 13, 2003, order
opposed the request.  After deliberation in closed session, the Section denied approval of Respondent’s brother as
supervising surveyor and specified that the supervising surveyor must be someone other than a relative or employee.  It is
not clear whether Respondent was notified of the Section’s decision.

7.      On May 25, 2004, the Department Monitor received from Respondent a report listing five courses taken to meet the
education requirement of the November 13, 2003, order.  The courses, providers and dates of attendance were as
follows:

Boundary Law and Adjoining Land Owner Disputes, Professional Education Systems Institute, LLC, October 17,
2003;

Practical Guide to Zoning and Land Use Law in Wisconsin, National Business Institute, December 12, 2003;

Safety Seminar, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, April 2, 2004;

Wisconsin Land Use:  Current Issues in Subdivision, Annexation and Zoning Law, National Business Institute, May
17, 2004;

Subdivision of Closing and Fractional Sections, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, May 21, 2004.

8.      On December 29, 2005, Respondent petitioned the Section for termination of the limitations on his registration.  The
Department Monitor contacted the Respondent by telephone on January 17, 2006, to request the plats of survey that the
November 2003 order specified should accompany a request for reinstatement of full registration.  The requested maps
were delivered the next day.

9.      On January 20, 2006, Respondent submitted an updated report of continuing education.  The following courses were
listed in addition to the courses included on the May 2004 report:

Water Boundary/Public Water and Private Land, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, January 26, 2005;

Addressing Stormwater Management, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, January 26, 2005;

The Assessor’s Plat in Wisconsin, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, January 27, 2005;

High-Definition Surveying, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, January 27, 2005;

Adverse Possession, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, January 28, 2005;

Surveying Principles and Court Decisions, Wisconsin Society of Land Surveyors, April 22, 2005.

10.  On March 1, 2006, the Section issued an order denying Respondent’s request for removal of limitations for failure to fulfill
in a timely and accurate way the terms and conditions of the November 2003 order.  The Section also issued an order
modifying the original order to require Respondent to complete within one year from the date of the modification six pre-
approved college-level credit hours with a grade of C or above in the topics of U.S. Public Land Survey System, field
techniques, instrument error, and professional ethics.  The new order also specified that Respondent was required to work
under the direct supervision of an approved registered land surveyor for a period of at least one year or until he completed
the required education, whichever occurred earlier.  The order further stated that the Respondent may not be supervised
by a family member and required Respondent to submit the names of possible supervisors to the Section for approval
within 30 days.  The Section designated Rick Van Goethem as the Section designee to approve the courses and
supervisor.

11.  Respondent submitted a petition for rehearing on March 16, 2006, and submitted the name of one potential supervisor on



March 24, 2006.  The Department Monitor submitted the name to Mr. Van Goethem, who denied approval of the
nominee on April 4, 2006.  The Department Monitor notified Respondent by telephone the same day of the denial and
requested another name for a potential supervisor.

12.  On May 5, 2006, Respondent submitted a request for approval of a seminar to meet the continuing education
requirements.  After consultation with Section members, the Department Monitor notified the Respondent by telephone on
May 18, 2006, that the seminar was not approved.

13.  The Department Monitor received another petition for reinstatement of unlimited registration from Respondent on July 5,
2006.  On August 1, 2006, R submitted the name of a proposed supervisor.  The Section denied the petition for
reinstatement on August 3, 2006, but approved the proposed supervising surveyor, Arden Sandsnes.

14.  Respondent again petitioned on February 10, 2007, for reinstatement of unlimited registration.  He stated in the petition
that he had no intention of returning to school at any time.

15.  On March 8, 2007, the Section denied Respondent’s petition and suspended his registration for failure to comply with the
March 1, 2006, order.

16.  Respondent had in fact not enrolled in any college-level courses as of January 23, 2008.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1.      The Land Surveyor Section of the Examining Board of Architects, Landscape Architects, Engineers, Designers and Land
Surveyors has jurisdiction to act in this matter pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 443.12, and is authorized to enter into the attached
Stipulation and Order, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44 (5).

2.      The Respondent, by virtue of the items cited in paragraphs 14 And 16 above, violated Wis. Admin. Code § A-E 8.09 (1)
and (2).

ORDER
 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1.      Respondent John R. Karns shall successfully complete the course #10-607-168 (Land Surveying 1), course #10-607-
175 (Land Surveying 2) and course #607-190 (Special Problems) at Madison Area Technical College (MATC) by
March 6, 2009.  Successful completion is defined as receiving the grade of C or above in each course attempted.

2.      Respondent shall submit to the Department Monitor by March 30, 2009, proof of successful completion in the form of an
official transcript from MATC.

3.      The Land Surveyor Registration of John R Karns shall be REINSTATED WITH LIMITATIONS for a period of one
year after submission to the Department Monitor of the transcript from MATC, as follows:

a.       Respondent shall practice land surveying, as the term is defined in Wis. Stats. §443.01(4), only under the direct
supervision of Mr. Arden Sandsnes (hereafter called the “approved supervising surveyor”).

b.      Respondent is prohibited from providing any plans, drawings, survey maps, plats, or tie sheets for land surveying to
anyone without first having the approved supervising surveyor initial and date each page of any such document.  The
approved supervising surveyor shall initial and date each plan, drawing, survey map, plat, or tie sheet only after he has
determined that the document being reviewed fully complies with all state laws and administrative rules relating to the
practice of land surveying in the State of Wisconsin.

c.       The approved supervising surveyor shall report to the Section in writing on a quarterly basis regarding Respondent’s
performance.  The report shall be received by the Department Monitor within 30 days of the end of the quarter and
shall include information regarding the percentage of surveys on which the approved supervising surveyor found errors
and the types of errors found.



2.      Respondent shall be responsible for all costs and expenses incurred for compliance with the terms of this Order. 

3.      The terms and conditions of this Order may only be modified by further written Order of the Land Surveyors Section of
the Examining Board of Architects, Landscape Architects, Professional Engineers, Designers and Land Surveyors.

4.      If the Section receives two or more quarterly reports indicating that the percentage of surveys on which Respondent has
made errors exceeds ten percent (10%), the Section may require the Respondent and the supervising surveyor to appear
personally before the Section to discuss Respondent’s performance.  At the conclusion of that meeting, the Section may
modify the terms and conditions of this Order if the Section in its sole discretion concludes that protection of the public
requires additional limitations.

5.      Respondent may petition in writing for modification or removal of the limitations no sooner than six months after
completion of the educational requirements, providing there are no unsatisfactory reports from the approved supervising
surveyor. An unsatisfactory report shall be defined as a second quarterly report indicating that the percentage of surveys
on which Respondent has made errors exceeds ten percent (10%).

6.      On or before March 30, 2010, Respondent shall pay to the Department a total of $900.00 toward the costs of this
proceeding, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 440.22.  More than one payment may be made.  Checks should be made payable to
the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing and mailed to:

 
Department Monitor

Division of Enforcement
Department of Regulation and Licensing

P. O. Box 8935
Madison, WI  53708-8935
Telephone (608) 261-7904

FAX  (608) 266-2264
 

7.      Violation of any of the terms of this Order may be construed as conduct imperiling public health, safety and
welfare and may result in a summary suspension of Respondent’s license. 

The Section in its discretion may in the alternative impose additional conditions and limitations or other
additional discipline for a violation of any of the terms of this Order. 

In the event Respondent fails to submit payment of the costs by March 30, 2010, or fails to comply with the
ordered education by March 30, 2009, unless the Respondent’s failure to comply with the ordered education is
caused by a class cancellation, class unavailability during the compliance period, and/or the infirmity or
incapacity of the Respondent, Respondent’s registration (#1295-08) SHALL BE REVOKED without further
notice or hearing.

8.      Division of Enforcement case 07 LSR 003 is hereby closed.
 
9.      This Order is effective on the date of its signing.
 
 
 
 
By:       Ricky Van Goethem                                                     3/6/08
        A Member of the Section                                                  Date


