WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
REGULATION & LICENSING

Wisconsin Department of Regulation & Licensing
Access to the Public Records of the Reports of Decisions

This Reports of Decisions document was retrieved from the Wisconsin Department of
Regulation & Licensing website. These records are open to public view under Wisconsin’s
Open Records law, sections 19.31-19.39 Wisconsin Statutes.

Please read this agreement prior to viewing the Decision:

¢ The Reports of Decisions is designed to contain copies of all orders issued by credentialing
authorities within the Department of Regulation and Licensing from November, 1998 to the
present. In addition, many but not all orders for the time period between 1977 and November,
1998 are posted. Not all orders issued by a credentialing authority constitute a formal
disciplinary action.

¢ Reports of Decisions contains information as it exists at a specific point in time in the
Department of Regulation and Licensing data base. Because this data base changes
constantly, the Department is not responsible for subsequent entries that update, correct or
delete data. The Department is not responsible for notifying prior requesters of updates,
modifications, corrections or deletions. All users have the responsibility to determine whether
information obtained from this site is still accurate, current and complete.

e There may be discrepancies between the online copies and the original document. Original
documents should be consulted as the definitive representation of the order's content. Copies
of original orders may be obtained by mailing requests to the Department of Regulation and
Licensing, PO Box 8935, Madison, WI 53708-8935. The Department charges copying fees.
All requests must cite the case number, the date of the order, and respondent's name as it
appears on the order.

¢ Reported decisions may have an appeal pending, and discipline may be stayed during the
appeal. Information about the current status of a credential issued by the Department of
Regulation and Licensing is shown on the Department's Web Site under “License Lookup.”
The status of an appeal may be found on court access websites at:
http://ccap.courts.state.wi.us/InternetCourtAccess and http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca .

¢ Records not open to public inspection by statute are not contained on this website.

By viewing this document, you have read the above and agree to the use of the Reports of
Decisions subject to the above terms, and that you understand the limitations of this on-line
database.

Correcting information on the DRL website: An individual who believes that information on the
website is inaccurate may contact the webmaster at web@drl.state.wi.gov



http://wcca.wicourts.gov/index.xsl
http://www.courts.state.wi.us/wscca
mailto:web@drl.state.wi.gov?subject=Reports%20of%20Decisions

-
‘ ‘ i ’

he -

STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE OPTOMETRY EXAMINING BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF DISCIPLINARY
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST : FINAL DECISION
: AND ORDER
JOSEPH T. ABBOUD, 0.D.,
RESPONDENT.

The parties to this proceedings for the purpose of Wis. Stats. sec.
227.16 are:

Joseph T. Abboud, 0.D.
1101 Sundance Drive
Mosinee, Wisconsin 54455

State of Wisconsin Optometry Examining Board
1400 East Washington Avenue

P. 0. Box 88936

Madison, Wisconsin 53708

Department of Regulation & Licensing
Division of Enforcement

1400 East Washington Avenue

Madison, Wisconsin 53708

A party aggrieved by this decision may petition the Board for
rehearing within twenty (20) days after service of this decisicon, pursuant
to Wis. Stats. sec. 227.12. This petition would be captioned with
Joseph T. Abboud as the respondent.

A party aggrieved by this decision may also petition for judicial
review by filing the petition in the office of the clerk of the circuit
court for the county where the judicial review proceedings will be held
and serving the Board and other parties with a copy of the petition for
judicial review within thirty (30) days after service of this decision
pursuant to Wis. Stats. sec. 227.16. The party to be named as respondent
in this petition would be the State of Wisconsin, Optometry Examining
Board.

The parties to this matter have agreed to the terms of the attached
stipulation as the final disposition of this matter, subject to the
approval of the Board. The Board has reviewed the stipulation and
considers it acceptable.

Accordingly, the Board makes the following:
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FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Joseph T. Abboud (Dr. Abboud) is and was at all times relevant
hereto duly licensed as an optometrist in the State of Wisconsin.

2. On or about August 11, 1980, Allan Zelinski visited
R. A. Kosterman, 0.D. for an eye examination.

3. On or about September 4, 1980 Dr. Abboud examined the eyes of
Zelinski at the ShopKo Optical Center in Rothschild, Wisconsin where
respondent was working as an optometrist. Zelinski came to respondent
for the purchase of soft contact lenses.

4. At this September 4, 1980 appointment, Zelinski informed
Dr. Abboud that Zelinski had been examined two weeks previously by
Dr. Kosterman.

5. Ophthalmoscopic examination by Dr. Abboud on September 4, 1980
revealed an area on the back of Zelinski's right eye which respondent
diagnosed as evidence of old, inactive choroiditis. Dr. Abboud was
unable to obtain, with correction, 20/20 vision in Zelinski's right eye.

6. Dr. Abboud then informed Zelinski that Zelinski had an old,
inactive inflammation in his right eye, which made vision in that eye
not as good as vision in the left eye.

7. Dr. Abboud did not contact Dr. Kosterman to determine the
results of Kosterman's last eye examination of Zelinski.

8. Dr. Abboud did not refer Zelinski to any other health care
specialist for a further examination of Zelinski's right eye.

9. On September 4, 1980, Zelinski was suffering from Coat's
disease in his right eye. Coat's disease is a condition in which abnormal

blood vessels develop in the eye.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

10. Dr. Abboud, by his above-described failure to refer Zelinski
to a medical specialist for further evaluation, is subject to disciplinary

action by the Optometry Examining Board pursuant to Wis. Stats. secs.
449.07(1)(fm) and 449.19.



11. Therefore it is ORDERED that:

The license of Joseph T. Abboud be suspended for thirty (30) days.
Said suspension shall commence on the first day of July, 1982.

Dated this 7th day of July, 1982

OPTOMETRY EXAMINING BOARD
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BY: EJ'V

A Membér of the Board



