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STATE OF WISCONSIN 
BEFORE THE OPTOMETRY EXAllINING BOARD 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

IN THE INATTER OF DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST 

JOSEPH T. ABBOUD, O . D . ,  
RESPONDENT 

FINAL DECISION 
AND ORDER 

The p a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  proceedings f o r  t h e  purpose of Wis. S t a t s .  s e c .  
227.16 a r e :  

Joseph T. Abboud, O.D. 
1101 Snndencn Drive 
Mosinee, Wisconsin 54455 

S t a t e  of Wisconsin Optometry Examining Board 
1400 Eas t  Washington Avenue 
P. 0 .  Box 8936 
Madison, Wisconsin 53708 

Department of Regulat ion & Licensing 
Div is ion  of Enforcement 
1400 Eas t  Washington Avenue 
Madison, Wisconsin 53708 

A p a r t y  aggrieved by t h i s  dec i s ion  may p e t i t i o n  t h e  Board f o r  
rehear ing  wi th in  twenty (20) days a f t e r  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  dec i s ion ,  pursuant  
t o  Wis. S t a t s .  s e c .  227.12. This p e t i t i o n  would be capt ioned wi th  
Joseph T. Abboud a s  t h e  respondent.  

A p a r t y  aggrieved by t h i s  dec i s ion  may a l s o  p e t i t i o n  f o r  j u d i c i a l  
review by f i l i n g  t h e  p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  c l e r k  of t h e  c i r c u i t  
cour t  f o r  t h e  county where t h e  j u d i c i a l  review proceedings w i l l  be he ld  
and serv ing  t h e  Board and o the r  p a r t i e s  wi th  a copy of t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  
j u d i c i a l  review wi th in  t h i r t y  (30) days a f t e r  s e r v i c e  of t h i s  dec i s ion  
pursuant t o  Wis. S t a t s .  s e c .  227.16. The p a r t y  t o  be named a s  respondent 
i n  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  would be t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin, Optometry Examining 
Board. 

The p a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  matter  have agreed t o  t h e  terms of t h e  a t tached  
s t i p u l a t i o n  a s  t h e  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h i s  ma t t e r ,  sub jec t  t o  t h e  
approval of t h e  Board. The Board has reviewed t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  and 
cons iders  it acceptab le .  

Accordingly, t h e  Board makes t h e  fol lowing:  



FINDINGS OF FACT 

1 .  Joseph T. Abboud (Dr. Abboud) i s  and was a t  a l l  times re levant  
here to  duly l icensed as  an optometr is t  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Wisconsin. 

2 .  On o r  about August 11, 1980, Allan Zel inski  v i s i t e d  
R. A .  Kosterman, O . D .  f o r  an eye examination. 

3.  On o r  about September 4 ,  1980 Dr. Abboud examined t h e  eyes of 
Zel inski  a t  t h e  ShopKo Optical  Center i n  Rothschild, Wisconsin where 
respondent was working as an optometr is t .  Zel inski  came t o  respondent 
f o r  t h e  purchase of s o f t  contac t  lenses .  

4 .  A t  t h i s  September 4, 1980 appointment, Zel inski  informed 
D r .  Abboud t h a t  Zel inski  had been examined two weeks previously by 
D r .  Kos terman. 

5 .  Ophthalmoscopic examination by Dr. Abboud on September 4, 1980 
revealed an area  on t h e  back of Z e l i n s k i s s  r i g h t  eye which respondent 
diagnosed as evidence of o ld ,  i n a c t i v e  c h o r o i d i t i s .  Dr. Abboud was 
unable t o  ob ta in ,  with co r rec t ion ,  2 0 / 2 0  v i s ion  i n  Ze l insk i ' s  r i g h t  eye. 

6 .  D r .  Abboud then informed Zel inski  t h a t  Zel inski  had an o ld ,  
i n a c t i v e  inflammation i n  h i s  r i g h t  eye, which made v i s i o n  i n  t h a t  eye 
not as  good as v i s ion  i n  t h e  l e f t  eye. 

7.  D r .  Abboud did  not  contac t  Dr. Kosterman t o  determine t h e  
r e s u l t s  of Kostermanss l a s t  eye examination of Zel inski .  

8 .  D r .  Abboud did  not r e f e r  Zel inski  t o  any o ther  hea l th  care 
s p e c i a l i s t  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  examination of Ze l insk i ' s  r i g h t  eye. 

9. On September 4 ,  1980, Zel inski  was su f fe r ing  from c o a t ' s  
d i sease  i n  h i s  r i g h t  eye. Coat 's d i sease  i s  a  condit ion i n  which abnormal 
blood vesse l s  develop i n  t h e  eye. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

10. D r .  Abboud, by h i s  above-described f a i l u r e  t o  r e f e r  Zel inski  
t o  a  medical s p e c i a l i s t  f o r  f u r t h e r  evaluat ion ,  i s  subjec t  t o  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
ac t ion  by t h e  Optometry Examining Board pursuant t o  W i s .  S t a t s .  s ecs .  
449.07(l)(fm) and 449.19. 



PI .  Therefore i t  is ORDERED t h a t :  

The l i c e n s e  of Joseph T. Abboud be suspended f o r  t h i r t y  (30) days. 
Said suspension s h a l l  commence on t h e  f i r s t  day of J u l y ,  1982. 

Dated t h i s  7 th  day of J u l y ,  1982 

OPTOMETRY EXAMINING BOARD 


